
Research Awards Spotlight - 
July through October 2023

Frank Bailey (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded funding of 

$94,507.60 from the US Fish and Wildlife Service (through the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 

Agency) for the period 8/1/2023-6/30/2025. 

Liz Barnes (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded funding of 

$1,044,794.00 from the National Science Foundation for the period 10/1/2023-9/30/2028. 

Grant Gardner (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences), Liz Barnes (Co-PI, Biology, 

College of Basic & Applied Sciences), Sarah Bleiler-Baxter (Co-PI, Mathematical Sciences, 

College of Basic & Applied Sciences), Jennifer Kaplan (co-PI, PhD Mathematics Science 

Education, College of Basic & Applied Sciences), and Greg Rushton (co-PI, Tennessee STEM 

Education Center, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) were awarded funding of 

$1,249,445.00 from the National Science Foundation for the period 10/1/2023-9/30/2026.  

Grant Gardner (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded funding of 

$272,956.00 from the National Science Foundation for the period 10/1/2023-9/30/2026. 

Rebecca Seipelt-Theimann (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded 

funding of $131,173.00 from the National Science Foundation for the period 10/1/2023-

9/30/2025.  

Donald Walker (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded funding of 

$1,000,000.00 from the National Science Foundation for the period 8/1/2023-7/31/2028. 

April Weissmiller (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) was awarded additional 

funding of $49,070.00 from the National Institutes of Health (through Vanderbilt University) 

for the period 8/1/2020-5/31/2025. 

April Weissmiller (PI, Biology, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) and Rafet Al-Tobasei 

(Co-PI, Computer Science, College of Basic & Applied Sciences) were awarded funding of 

$131,300.00 from the National Institutes of Health for the period 7/5/2023-6/30/2025. 


