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CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION

This document is a sample template for the body of a thesis done in the Department of

Computer Science at Middle Tennessee State University. You are not required to use this

template, but it has been approved by the College of Graduate Studies. All text should be in

12 point font. Do not have any widow lines.
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CHAPTER II.

PAGINATION

Every page should be assigned a number with the exception of the Approval and the

Title pages. Page numbers should be in the same position on each page. In the body, the

numbers are in Arabic and are 1 inch from the top of the page and 1 inch from the right edge.

In the front matter the numbers are in lower case roman numerals and are centered 1 inch

above the bottom of the page. The Approval page is the first page, but it is not numbered.

The Title page is the second page, but it is considered the first page for numbering purposes

although there should not be a page number on it. Therefore, the first numbered page will

be the Acknowledgements (or Dedication) page and will be numbered ii.
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CHAPTER III.

SPACING

All text must be double-spaced. Also, double-space after chapter number and the chapter

title. Double-space before, and after, section headings. Triple-space before, and after, tables

and figures. Table/figure data/captions, long quotes (4 lines or more), and references should

be single-spaced. All long quotes should also be indented. For example, the entire mission

statement for the MTSU Department of Computer Science is:

The Computer Science Department produces graduates with strong problem-

solving, communication and team skills who are able to design, implement

and document computer software systems. To this end the Department offers

Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degree programs. The Departmental

faculty is committed to excellence in teaching and actively engages in research

and public service activities to support the educational mission of the University

and to contribute to the knowledge of the computer science discipline. The

Department also provides computer literacy education for the general University

population.

Quotes of less than four lines would be quoted within the text. For example,

”The Computer Science Department produces graduates with strong problem-solving,

communication and team skills who are able to design, implement and document

computer software systems.”
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CHAPTER IV.

FIGURES AND TABLES

In this section, we review the basics for figures and tables. Both figures and tables

should occur in the text as close as possible to where they are referenced (see Figure

1). They should be numbered consecutively from the beginning of the thesis. If you

are putting code in a figure, then use a mono-spaced font such as courier and make

sure the figure fits on one page (see Figure 2). Figure captions should be centered

beneath the figure.

Figure 1: The course prerequisite structure for the undergraduate courses in the MTSU
Computer Science Department as of May 2015.
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// helloworld.cpp

#include <iostream>

using namespace std;

int main()

{

cout << "Hello World!";

return 0;

}

Figure 2: Example of code as figure.

Table 1 gives an example of how captions should be centered above the table.

Triple space between figures/tables and before or after any tables or figures that are

inserted in the text. For example, this text appears between figure 2 and table 1. Table

and figure captions should be single-spaced, and center short captions.

Table 1: Professional Computer Science Emphasis core courses as of Spring 2012

Course Credit Hours

CSCI 1170 4

CSCI 2170 4

CSCI 3110 3

CSCI 3130 4

CSCI 3160 3

CSCI 3210 3

CSCI 3250 3

CSCI 4160 3

CSCI 4700 3
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CHAPTER V.

REFERENCES AND CITATIONS

References and citations are done using the accepted ACM reference and citation

style. This style is in accordance with both the ACM [1] and the IEEE [2] formats for

journal and paper submissions.

References are a numbered list, called the bibliography, ordered alphabetically

and formatted according to the ACM reference format. See sample references in the

bibliography section of this document. Word may try to underline links, but the correct

style is NO underlining. The Bibliography section should come immediately after the

last chapter and before the appendices. It is not a chapter, so simply center the word

bibliography in bold face, all capital letters at the top of the page.

A citation is given by enclosing the number of the reference in square brackets

(as shown above). Note that private communications should be acknowledged in a

citation (e.g., [Pettey, private communication]), but they should not be referenced.
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CHAPTER VI.

CHAPTERS, SECTIONS, AND SUBSECTIONS

Chapter numbers should be in upper case roman numerals. The chapter number

and chapter title should be on separate lines, should be in all upper case, should be

bold face, and should be centered. All section headings should be on separate lines.

Primary Section Headings

Primary section headings should be centered on a line, bold face and underlined.

They should not be all capital letters. Capitalize the first letter the first and last word of

the heading, and capitalize the first letter of each of the other words except for articles

and coordinating conjunctions and forms of to be.

This is a Secondary Section Heading

Secondary section headings follow the same rules as primary section headings

with the exception that they are not underlined.
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