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ENGLISH 2030 - 024
Experience of Literature

Spring 2010
	Instructor: Prof. Patricia Baines
	Office Phone & Voice Mail: 494-7877

	Office: Peck Hall 228C
	E-mail: pbaines@mtsu.edu

	Office Hours: M & W 2:10 – 3:30; T & R 3:00 – 4:00,  and by appointment


Course Description: English 2030 is a general introduction to the study of literature and is required of all students. We will concentrate on learning how to read literature with understanding and enjoyment (hopefully) and on how to write about literature with an appreciation of its content and form. You will acquire a basic knowledge of the literary types within major genres—prose fiction, poetry, drama, non-fiction prose—and of the techniques inherent to each genre. Ultimately, we will explore how literature helps us analyze and understand our experiences as they relate to us as individuals as well as to members of a culture and of humanity.

Prerequisite: Students must have successfully completed the freshman English composition courses (ENGL 1010 & ENGL 1020 or approved substitutes) to receive credit for English 2030.

Required Text: Literature: Reading and Writing the Human Experience, 10th edition. Ed. Richard Abcarian and Marvin Klotz (ISBN 0312556446).
Required Materials:

· Some alternative means of saving your work (“My printer is broken, and “the computer ate my paper” will not excuse late essays).

· One or two Blue Books for exams—either size is fine.

Evaluation and Grading:

	Essay One

	20%

	Essay Two
	20%

	Essay Three
	20%

	Mid-Term Exam
	15%

	Final Exam 
	15%

	Participation*
	10%


*Includes attendance, homework, class work, quizzes, office visits, attending approved lectures/events outside of class.

Grade Scale: The grade point scale for all grades is as follows: A+ = 100 – 96.9; A = 96.8 – 93.6; A- = 93.5 – 90.1; B+ = 90 – 86.9; B = 86.8 – 83.6; B- = 83.5 – 80.1; C+ = 80 – 76.9; C = 76.8 – 72.6; C- = 72.5 – 69.1; D+ = 69 – 66.9; D = 66.8 – 63.6; D- = 63.5 – 59; F = 58.9 and below will not pass the course.
Recipients of the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship:

To retain Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 thereafter. You may qualify with a 2.75 cumulative GPA after 72 attempted hours (and subsequent semesters), if you are enrolled full-time and maintain a semester GPA of at least 3.0. A grade of C, D, F, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility. Dropping a class after 14 days may also impact eligibility; if you withdraw from this class and it results in an enrollment status of less than full time, you may lose eligibility for your lottery scholarship. Lottery recipients are eligible to receive the scholarship for a maximum of five years from the date of initial enrollment, or until a bachelor degree is earned. For additional Lottery rules, please refer to your Lottery Statement of Understanding form, review lottery requirements on the web at http://scholarships.web.mtsu.edu/telsconteligibility.htm, or contact the Financial Aid Office at 898-2830.

General Guidelines:  Be sure to read the English Department’s standards, goals, writing requirements and grading procedures for English 2030 listed on the department web site at http://www.mtsu.edu/~english2/. This site also has important information about MTSU’s policies on civility in the classroom, academic dishonesty, disabled services, and attendance. I will assume you have read this information by the second week of class and will hold you responsible for the information found on this site.

Paper Guidelines: Per the English Dept. guidelines, you will be writing at least three essays as well as taking two exams that will include essay questions. Assignments are to be turned in to me IN CLASS in hard copy on the dates listed on the class schedule. I will deduct 5 points off of the essay grade for every day a paper is late—this means every day, not every day of class, and yes, weekend days count; thus, a paper that is turned in 5 days after the due date will have 25 points deducted. NOTE: Unless I have specifically agreed IN ADVANCE, I will not open/accept essays sent to me via e-mail.
All essays will be typed, double-spaced, using a 10- or 12-point font size in an acceptable font such as Garamond or Times New Roman, printed in dark, readable print, and meet the minimum word count of 1000 words. Additionally, all essays should follow MLA style guidelines and all sources should be properly cited (this means you should include a complete and accurate Works Cited for all essays). NOTE: Failure to meet minimum word requirements and to include a proper Works Cited will result in an F for the assignment. 

Class Guidelines: Attendance: I will check attendance daily and expect you to attend all classes. Missing more than 2 weeks of class will adversely affect your participation grade and, thus, your final grade. Please do not bring me a doctor’s note and ask that your absence be excused. The only excused absences are for university-sanctioned absences – if you will be missing class for university games, speech trips, livestock judging or some official university activity, please provide your absence schedule to me by the second week of classes. Only by giving me this notification prior to your absence will you be allowed to make up assignments. 
Tardiness: I will begin class at the posted start time each day. If you arrive after I have taken attendance, it is your responsibility to make sure I have marked you present. If you arrive more than 15 minutes late, I count you absent . The tardy policy goes into effect the 2nd week of classes.
Cell phones, iPods, pagers and other such devices: It annoys me and others around you to have them singing and/or ringing or to have you texting during class. Keep all such devices turned off or on vibrate and in your pocket or backpack during class; I don’t want to hear them, and I don’t want to see them. If I see or hear one of these devices during class, you’ll be asked to leave, and I will mark you absent for the day.
*Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  At minimum, you will receive a zero for a plagiarized paper. MTSU policy requires that I notify Judicial Affairs in any plagiarism case. It is my expectation and should be yours that, as a university student, you can accomplish any assignment in this class without cheating.

**Please Note: If you have a disability that may require assistance of accommodations, or if you have any questions related to any accommodation for testing, note taking, reading, etc., please speak with me as soon as possible. You may also contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (898-2783) with any questions about such services.

THIS IS A CONTRACT! This syllabus is a contract between you (the student) and me (the instructor). By staying in this class, you are agreeing to follow all the guidelines given above and to be responsible for your actions.
General Schedule for the semester:  ***Note: I will adjust the reading assignments throughout the semester, so it’s a good idea to always bring your syllabus to class.

 (1/14 to 1/15):

Classes begin on Thursday.
Week One (1/18 to 1/22):

W
Topic: Introduction to course; discuss syllabus Homework: Read “Responding to 


Literature” (3 – 6), “Annotating While You Read” (19 – 22) and “Writing About Literature” 
(38 – 77) and General Questions About a Work of Literature (posted on Pipeline).

Topic: Introduction to course; discuss syllabus.

Topic: Discuss responding to lit, annotating, and reading drama; introduce Sophocles’s 
Antigonê. Discuss Essay One assignment and briefly discuss Essay Two assignment. 
Homework: Read “Responding to Literature” (3 – 6), “Annotating While You Read” (19 – 
22) and “Reading Drama” (22 – 30), Sophocles’ Antigonê (514 – 545) and “Writing About 
Literature” (37 – 77).
**NOTE: 27 Jan. is the last day to drop a class w/o a grade.

Week Two (1/25 to 1/29):

W
Topic: Discuss responding to lit and annotating. Discuss basic essay writing and the essay 
assignments. NOTE: All essay assignments and any related materials will be posted on 
Pipeline.  


Topic: Discuss writing a literary essay, using quotes, MLA style and citations. Homework: 
“Reading Poetry” (11 – 19); definition of symbol (1440), Blake “The Chimney Sweeper” 
(138), Bennett “The True Story of Snow White” (173), Machan “Hazel Tells LaVerne” 
(175), and ‘Ashrawi “From the Diary of an Almost-Four-Year-Old” (163 – 64)
Week Three (2/01 to 2/05):
W
Topic: Reading poetry, author’s use of symbols and narrative voice. Begin discussion of 


Blake, Bennett, Machan, and Ashrawi.


Finish Blake, Bennett, Machan, and Ashrawi. Homework: “Reading Fiction” (6 – 11), 
Bambara “The Lesson” (110 – 115), Hawthorne “Young Goodman Brown” (81 – 91), and 
Mahfouz “Zaabalawi” (posted on Pipeline). 
Week Four (2/08 to 2/12):
W
Topic: Reading fiction, begin discussion of Bambara, Hawthorne, and Mahfouz 


Topic: Finish Bambara, Hawthorne, and Mahfouz. Homework: “Reading Drama” (22 - 30),  


Sophocles Antigonê (posted on Pipeline) 
Week Five (2/15 to 2/19):
W
Topic: Antigonê.  

Topic: Finish Antigonê. Homework: “Reading Nonfiction” (30 – 37), Hughes “Salvation” 
(261 - 62), Didion “On Morality” (264 - 67), and Evans excerpt “Jesus Loves Me” (posted 
on Pipeline). 
Week Six (2/22 to 2/26):
R
Topic: DUE: Essay One. Topic: Reading nonfiction. Begin discussion of Hughes, Didion, and Evans.

Topic: Finish Hughes, Didion, and Evans. Homework: Read the Introduction to the Glossary of Critical Methods (1343 – 45) and the critical lenses specified in the Essay Two assignment (posted on Pipeline). 
The schedule for the remainder of the semester should be posted by the end of Week Four.
