
MTSU EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING PROGRAM (EXL) 

 

Student Learning Outcomes in EXL Course 

1. Develop an experience-based knowledge of their disciplines and demonstrate the ability to apply 

theories and concepts to practical problems. 

2. Engage in systematic reflection and demonstrate the ability to critically examine their experiences and 

to create connections between those experiences and disciplinary knowledge. 

3. Make contributions to their communities and learn the value of making these contributions (good 

citizenship); students will develop as individuals including understanding the needs of others, learning 

cultural awareness, and appreciating the differences in others. 

4. Develop and demonstrate managerial skills including planning, organizing, problem solving, and 

communicating. 

5. Develop and demonstrate leadership skills including interpersonal skills, ability to direct others, and 

teamwork. 

6. Develop and demonstrate research skills that will help them be successful in graduate programs. 

EXL Scholar Requirements 

1. 16 to 18 hours of EXL designated classes. EXL classes include co-operative education/internships, 

study abroad, applied learning, service-learning, creative activity, teacher education, and laboratory 

experiences. 

2. At least one external activity. Students who do not have an external activity in their EXL coursework 

must either complete an external activity or must complete a formal research project. An external 

activity is defined as a project that requires the student to interact with people external to the 

university or a research project where students must interact with people outside their department or 

outside the campus community. 

 

Students may complete the external activity (activity outside MTSU) or research requirement in one of 

the following ways: complete an external service-learning project, actively participate in a regional or 

national competition as part of a student team, or complete a research project. The formal research 

project option may be completed through the Honors College, Undergraduate Research Initiative, as a 

formal thesis requirement within a major, or as an independent study class. The specific external 

activity or research project must be approved by the EXL director before the student begins the 

activity. Students may also complete their external activity through a class applied learning project or a 

service learning assignment. 

3. MTSU internal service component. Students may complete this requirement in one of three ways: 

participate in a leadership role in a campus sponsored charitable activity, volunteer with a campus 

office to assist other students, or be a campus leader. Examples of MTSU service projects include the 

Alternative Fall Break, Alternative Spring Break, SGA AIDS Quilt, Up ‘til Dawn, Phi Beta Sigma Steppin’ 

for a Cure, MTSU Health Fair, or Make a Difference Day Projects. Any verified philanthropic activity 

completed through a student organization or campus department in which the individual coordinated 

the event/activity may also be counted for EXL credit. 

4. Documentation of completion of EXL activities via an E-Portfolio. 

Students should complete a Student Request for EXL Certification during pre-registration or regular 

registration for the semester the student plans to graduate. The form must be filed with the EXL 

Director no later than the last day to add classes each semester. This form lists the EXL Scholar 

requirements and provides space for students to document their completion of requirements. 

Students must complete this form to register for the EXL 4000 class. 

5. Participation in assessment activities. 

http://www.mtsu.edu/exl/pdf/student_exl_cert.doc


College of Education EXL Courses 

Course Number EXL Course Name 

CDFS 3390 

CDFS 4340 

CDFS 4391 

CDFS 4720 

CDFS 5391 

ECE 4100 

ECE 4100 

ECE 4110 

ECE 4300 

ECE 4375 

ECE 4375 

ECE 4375 

ECE 4380 

ECE 4380 

FOED 2110 

FOED 7060 

READ 3340 

READ 4015 

READ 4130 

SPED 3010 

YOED 2500 

Child Dev. & Family Studies Prof. Sem. 

Contemporary Family 

Aging Health and Development 

Family Centered Community 

Aging Health and Development 

Residency I: Early Childhood Education 

Residency I: Early Childhood Education 

Directed Teaching, Grades K-3 

Preschool Practicum 

Literacy in Early Childhood 

Literacy in Early Childhood 

Literacy in Early Childhood 

Infant and Toddler Practicum 

Infant and Toddler Practicum 

Educational Psychology 

Seminar in Education 

Tchg. Reading in Secondary Schools 

Language and Literacy 

Corrective Reading 

Characteristics & Teaching of Diverse Learner 

Planning and Assessment 

 Contact the EXL Department  

Carol Swayze, University College Administration, EXL Director 

Phone: 615 898-5542 

Email: Carol.Swayze@mtsu.edu 

Location: Midgett Building, Room 103 

 

Judy Smith, Secretary 

Phone: 898-5542 

Email: jcsmith@mtsu.edu 

Location: Midgett Building, Room 103 

 

mailto:Carol.Swayze@mtsu.edu?subject=Interest%20in%20EXL
mailto:jcsmith@mtsu.edu

