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Faculty Senate Steering Committee


Meeting Minutes

           November 1, 2010, 3:00 pm



Faculty Senate Chambers
___________________________________________________________________
Members Present – A. Lutz, J. Brickey, J. Dooley, L. Dubek, N. Callender, 

R. Clark, R. Heinrich, Z. Khan, K. Nofsinger
Members Absent – P. Fischer

Members Excused – G. Zlotky

Additional Attendees – J. Cothern, D. Cicotello
___________________________________________________________________

Action Items

1. John Cothern and David Cicotello discussed the funding formula. Mr. Cothern discussed the amounts to be gained or lost by different institutions according to the new formula. Mr. Cothern informed the Steering Committee that MTSU has been asked to plan for at least a 1% budget reduction. Everything being equal MTSU would still receive ~$613,000 of new money next year. He stated that our local politicians are working hard on our behalf on the formula’s outcomes. He stated that the Carnegie classification would have the largest impact upon our funding. He stated that the removal of the 6-year graduation outcome is being sought. Having separate pools of funds for different types of institutions was discussed. Dr. Cothern said that this formula encourages students to leave as soon as possible. The transfer students’ non contribution to the 6-year graduation rate outcome was discussed. Dr. Cicotello stated that he would like to study why students leave (affecting the outcomes). Dr. Cothern stated the legislators are our best chance of change concerning the formula. Senator Ketron will attend our next Senate meeting. Dr. Cothern also discussed the science building and the potential of the science building being dropped from the capital outlay budget and the funds given to UTK.

2. Academic Affairs Administrative Fellowship – Rick Moffet’s position has been converted to faculty. The position provides another faculty member which has influence in Academic Affairs.

3. Warner discussed the change of the date when a student can drop with a W. He would like to put this on the agenda next week to discuss with Dr. Bartel.

4. TBR Faculty Sub-Council – Dr. Lutz discussed these policies with the Steering Committee. Information from the University of Minnesota has been included in these documents concerning Academic Freedom in speech and research. Handouts with the additions in bold were reviewed. Dr. Lutz also discussed the use of Faculty Sick Leave Banks. Faculty in the ORP would not be able to donate their sick leave to the Sick Leave Bank upon retirement. Gay will collect data in order to evaluate this issue further.

5. TUFS – They have requested discussion points for the expected meeting with Senate Education leadership. It was suggested that we emphasize that the Capital Projects list remain unchanged. Warner will compile a list of talking points to send on to TUFS. He requested that discussion points be submitted prior to the next Steering Committee Meeting. 

6. Dr. Rhoda has verbally made a commitment concerning the MTSU Education Doctorate proposal.

7. Jimmy Cain is proposing a Standing Committee for Military/Veterans issues.

8. The fall graduation speakers will be Randy McNally and Stanley Rogers.

9. Senator Ketron and Senator Tracy will be here next Monday. Invitations to dinner were made to eat with the Senators.

10. Warner will ask Dr. McPhee for permission to use the new MTSU video in a presentation to the Board of Regents.
Respectfully submitted,

Nate Callender
2010-2011 Faculty Senate Recording Secretary
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