Nashville and D.S. Homos
Celebrate, Remember

Six of 20 Nashville activists prepare to enter the marriage bureau and ask the Metro Nashville/Davidson County
clerk to issue them marriage licenses. The symbolic protest was part of National Coming Out Day activities. From left
are Merle Franklin, Linda Goss, Diane Neel, Ann Taylor, Carole Cunningham and Laura Tek. -STAFF PHOTO

Feds Extend AIDS Drug Help
By BRIAN KELLY
Contributing Writer
President Reagan last week signed a bill
authorizing a six-month extension of the Federal AIDS Drug Reimbursement program designed to provide AZT to low-income patients.
In an unusual partnership between government and private industry, BurroughsWellcome, the exclusive maker of AZT, agreed
to give $5 million to the program, with $10
million coming from the government.
However, none of the $10 million approved
will be new money. Sen. Lowell Weicker [RConnecticut) had tried to attach an additional
subsidy to a supplemental apopropriation bill,
but "was not able to get money in the appropriation process,• according to Sherry Hayes,
legislative aide to Sen. Paul Simon [D-Illinois).
Instead, the money will be "reprogrammed"
from existing AIDS programs within the Department of Health and Human Services [HHS)
budget. It is not yet known what areas of the
HHS budget will be trimmed down to make
room forthe allocation. "By February or March
[HHS) should be able to identify how they're
running with this program," Hayes said.
However, because of the extension, states
have the authorization to make expenditures
under the program.
Additionally, Hayes said, the states can,
under Medicaid, make a 50-50 contribution to
the program at the higher eligibility ceiling for
the Federal program, and do not have to be
restricted to Medicaid guidelines.
A letter sent by Simon to HHS Secretary Otis
Bowen asked that the program be continued,
calling it "unfortunate" that Congress had
failed to give additional money. The letter
continues, "From a medical perspective it
seems somewhat self-defeating and inhumane
to abandon the only course of treatment available to those who have been provided access
to AZT under this program.•
Simon also conferred with Sen. Edward M.

Kennedy ID-Massachusetts) about the possibility ofcreating a block grant program for AZT
within the current AIDS Policy Act bill which
has been passed by both houses of Congress
and is now being worked over. "That's a gleam
in people's eyes right now," Hayes said, adding that the block grant program would probably have to wait until the next Congress to be
voted on.
[The AIDS Policy Act, as the $1.2 billion bill
is known, is being held up by several amendments insisted upon by Sen. Jesse Helms [RNorth Carolina), including mandatory notification of spouses when HIV infection in one
spouse is found. As of Oct. 5, Helms had
reversed his stand on spousal notification, and
instead asked Kennedy to drop the entire
confidentiality section of the testing bill . There
is concern that the bill may be whittled down
from an education, research and testing bill to
what appears to be little· more than a research
bil. "We are to our limit negotiating with Mr.
Helms," Hayes said. "We have compromised
as far as we can." I
The original bill creating the AIDS Drug
Reimbursement program, sponsored by
Weicker and Sen. Lawton Chiles ID-Florida]
last year, called upon the states to take over
funding of the program .
It was a one-time allotment of $30 million
scheduled to run one year, from Oct. 1 to Sept.
30. However, since then only three states and
the District of Columbia have begun a nonMedicaid based AZT subsidy using state funds.
The Federal program was intended for patients
whose incomes were too high for state Medicaid but who could not afford the high cost of
AZT.
Currently, AZT treatment costs about $8000
a year. The program allows all AIDS drugs to
be reimbursed, but currently only AZT has
been approved by the Food and Drug Administration and hence is the only drug eligible.

continued on page 3

By STUART BMN
Editor
Ten same-sex couples applied for marriage
licenses at the Metro clerk's office Tuesday as
part of a celebration of National Coming Out
Day (NCOD). The group, sponsored by the
Tennessee Gay and Lesbian Alliance CTGALA), asked the clerk to issue them licenses
in protest of a recent opinion issued by former
Tennessee Attorney General Michael Cody.
The clerk's office, which had advance notice
of the protest, refused to issue the licenses,
citing the opinion and providing copies of it to
each couple as they approached the desk. The
well-organized protest met with no resistance
and there were no incidents. The mood in the
clerk's office was businesslike and nonconfrontational as activists and officials repeated
the pattern of polite request and equally polite
denial.
T-GALA's Penny Campbell and Gary Bellamy, local organizers for NCOD,said that the
protestors did not expect the clerk to issue the
licenses, but wanted to demonstrate the inequity of a legal system that does not recognize
the legitimacy of same-sex relationships.
"While we did not really expect to be
granted the licenses, the action was a symbolic

gesture of our desire to have our bonding
recognized by government agencies and society," Campbell said. "There are literally thousands of lesbians and gay men in the middle
Tennessee area who live in long-term, committed relationships with their same-sex lovers. It is unfair that they are denied the social
and legal rights heterosexual couples receive,
not to mention tax and spousal work-related
benefits.•
Bellamy warned that the lack of governmental recognition for same-sex relationships
could have devastating consequences for
those involved in such relationships.
"If one person in the relaionship should
become ill or be involved in an accident, the
other member of the relationship has no legal
right ot guardianship or the right to participate
in decisions affecting the lover's life," Bellamy
said.
"A now-famous case in Wisconsin involving
Karen Thompson's court battle for legal
guardianship of her disabled lover Sharon
Kowalski has made many ofus realize that the
system works to keep us apart - it works
against us and our love for one another.
"We are frightened to think that we could be

continued on page 4

NGLTF Celebrates, Plans Meet
By DEBORAH BURKS
Staff Writer
In November, the country's oldest national
gay and lesbian organization will celebrate 15
years of advocacy of gay and lesbian civil
rights.
Asa partofitscelebration, the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) will sponsor
"Creating Change: A National Conference for
Gay and Lesbian Organizing and Leadership
Skill Building• which will be held Nov. 18-20
in Washington, D.C.
NGLTF is taking thls opportunity to share
what they have learned in the past 15 years
about organizing, lobbying and educating, its
director said. The "Creating Change" conference will feature at least 45 workshops over a
three-day period. These workshops will be
arranged by themes and conference participants will be able to follow a variety of tracks,
including media, lobbying, direct action,
AIDS, fund raising, -anti-violence, lesbian issues and minority concerns.
"With 'Creating Change', we've tried to
offer something for everyone," said Jeff Levi,
executive director of NGLTF. "Whether you
are a seasoned veteran activist or someone
just getting involved, if you are from a newly
formed or forming organization or one that is
large, established and sophisticated, I think

you'll find something in this conference for
you."
Plenary session speakers will include Renee
McCoy, executive director of the National
Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays, and
Virginia Apuzzo, New York Gov. Mario
Cuomo's liaison to the gay and lesbian community.
More information on the conference may be
obtained from NGLTF's Steve Snell at (202)
332-6483. •

Dare

2

•••••••••••••••• • •••••
•• Liberation Book Club
••
P.O. Box 453
•
South Norwalk, CT 06856
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Common Woman
Bookstore

C402) 464-6309
Mastercard & Visa
Mention this ad and we'll pay postage.

Judy Eron, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Jim Siebold, PhD

October
Mondays
Nashville CARES
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 6:30pm. HIV Education
Support Group. 6pm. Family Support Group. 6:30pm.
Info phone 385-1510.
Lambda Group
Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting for gay men
and lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm.
MAGNET (Married and Gay Network)
New group for married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays
enly. MCC-Nashville. 8pm. Info phone 320-0288.

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Tuesdays
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Individual and
Couple Counseling
329-1656

Oooh,

Vanderbilt lambda Association
Meeting for gay and lesbian Vanderbilt students,
faculty, staff and alumni. Divinity School, Room G23.
5:30pm. Info phone 298-9931.
Al-Anon
Open meeting, MCC-Nashville. 6:30pm.
Nashville CARES
HIV Education Support Groups. ?pm. Info phone 3851510.
Sober Slstars (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous)
Closed meeting, MCC-Nashville. 8pm.

Wednesdays

: i:~:'.:~o~~usiness. 0

And Halloween is com,ng up - the time when special
effects are your business.Our professional makeup artists
can teach you how it's done, or do it for you. Plus, we
have a full line of vintage clothes.

'\

Interstate. We can help you be something you're not.
.

Interstate Cosmetic Company• 1205 Churc h street, Nashville. across from NES • 256-0)70

Sax Addicts Anonymous Closed meeting for gay
men and lesbians. MCC-Nashville. 5:30pm.
Nashwllle CARES
AIDS/ARC Couples Support Group. 5:30pm. AIDS/
ARC Support Group. 5:30pm. HIV Support Group.
7pm. info phone 385-1510.

Thursdays
NashYllle CARES
HIV Support Group. 6:30pm. Info phone 385-1510.
Altematlves (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed
meeting for lesbians and gay men, MCC-Nashville.
8pm.
Lesbian Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
Meeting. 8pm. Info phone 385-4776 or 352-5823.

Fridays

Eat.
Drink.
Look around.

Saxaholics Anonymous Closed meeting, MCCNashville. 5pm.
Alcoholics Anonymous Progra Study Group
Meeting, Belmont United Methodist. 7:30pm.

Saturdays
Nashwllle CARES
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 4pm.
Metropolitan Community Church•Nashvllle
Mortgage Meal, all you can eat. 7:30pm. $5.
Gay Gable Networtt Cablecast, Viacom Channel
35 (Community Access Television). 8pm. Free.

Sundays

Dr. Deborah Kowalski
cordially invites you to an open house at her new office,
108 Harding Place in Nashville.
Please come out for hors d' oeuvres, tours and door prizes
Sunday, October 23
two p.m. until four p.m.
Dr. Deborah Kowalski• Chiropractic Physician• 108 Harding Place• 352-1234

Manna New Ufa Church
Worship service, 11am. Info phone 833-8581 or
834-4491.
Metropolitan Community Ch1rch-NashYllle
Worship services, 11 am and 7pm. Info phone 320-

0?88.

Your nonpr~II evenI can be !isled lree In Dales. Jusl drop aposlcanl
or letler lo a.,, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204,0422, or phone
292-9623 and leave a message. Please include informalion aboul
lime, location, cost, sponsor, and a conlacl ~rson's name with
address and/or phone number for verHicalion.

EVillts
Sunday, October 16
Pride Week '89 Committee Planning meeting. 1401 Cedar. 1pm. Info
phone 297-4293.

Thursday, October 20
Film Sunday, Bloody Sunday Vanderbilt Lambda Association. 220 Garland
Hall, Vanderbilt. 7pm. $1 donation.

Saturday, October 29
Halloween Party Talent show and
raffle, follows Mortgage Meal. MCCNashville. 8:30pm. Dinner & party, $6.
Party only, $3 ..Info phone 320-0288,
885-8202 or 391-0222.

Monday, October 31
HALLOWEEN

Sunday, November 6
Concert Romanovsky & Phillips, "the
gay Smothers Brothers," with Marianne
Osiel. First Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd. Sponsored by Tennessee Gay and Lesbian
Alliance (T-GALA). $7. Info phone Scott
Osten, 385-1510 or 269-4283.

Monday, November 7
Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance
(T-GALA) Monthly meeting.Towne
House Tea Room, 165 8th Ave North.
7pm. Free. Info phone 297-4293.

Sunday, November 13
Feminist Book Circle Meeting. Discussion of Going Out of Our Minds, by
Sonia Johnson. First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd. 5. 7pm. Free. Info phone 298-9931.

AIDS Quilt Returns to Capital
By STUART BMN
/Jditor
WASHINGTON, D.C. -The NAMES Project
National AIDS Quilt returned to Washington
last weekend after a year-long odyssey that
took it to 20 cities around the country.
The anniversary display of the Quilt coincided with a flurry of lesbian-gay and AIDS
activism in Washington and around the country.
The Capital was the scene of concerts, the
premiere of More Than Names (a new play
based on the story of the NAMES Project), and
a special tribute at the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts to those performing artists lost·
to the AIDS epidemic.
AIDS activists, not affiliated with the NAMES
Project, shut down the Federal Food and Drug
Administration Tuesday when they blocked
entrancestotheFDA'sMarylandenormous 17story headquarters in protest of the agency's
lengthy approval procedure for new drugs to
fight AIDS.
Author and activist Vito Russo argued that
the FDA's reasoning for the years-long delays
in approving new drugs is inappropriate.
"They say that they must be sure the drugs
have no dangerous side effects before approval," Russo said. "The side effect of AIDS is
death."
National Coming Out Day events around the
U.S. also celebrated the first anniversary of the
March on Washington.
The Quilt was displayed on the Ellipse,
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between the White House and the Washington
Monument. It was five times larger than when
it was first displayed at the National March on
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights last
October.
More than 8,288 panels, each six feet by
three feet, memorialized some of those who
have died from AIDS. Each panel is handmade
by volunteers.
The NAMES Project, organized by San Francisco activist Cleve Jones, has helped to raise
over $400,000 for direct services to people
with AIDS (PWAs) in the last year, and "encouraged support for people with AIDS and
their loved ones," according to Dan Sauro,
Spokesperson for the NAMES Project.
Although the group's organizers encourage
AIDS activism, they maintain that the group is
not primarily political.
"The NAMES Project is not a political organization. We take no position on any of the
issues surrounding the epidemic," Jones said.
"From the beginning our goals have been
simply to offer the Quilt as an example of an
appropriate, compassionate response. But we
are not na"ive, and it is our hope that we'll have
an impact on the political process, that as we
touch preople' s hearts they will see the desperate need for leadership and direction to bring
us out of this dark crisis.
"The magnitude of the Quilt represents the
magnitude of the issue that voters will face, just
four short weeks from today." •
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Saturday, October 15

Puttin' on the Hits
9:30p.m.
$3 cover
•

Every Thursday Beer Blast 7-10 pm

$1.50

$3.00Cover

Free Draft Beer
The woman's choice.

well liquor drinks
all night, every night

RALPH'SI·

the world's end restaurant
1713 church street nashville, tn 37203
615-329-3480

515 2nd Avenue South 256-9682

uanita's

...AIDS-drug money extended
continued from page 1

Kathy Bartlett, a Burroughs spokesperson,
Moreover, many states could not spend the said the company had decided to contribute to.
allocations given to them last year, or had late the subsidy after consultations with Federal
starting dates for their programs. Illinois, the officials, includingWeicker, intryingtofindan
last state to begin its program, returned "appropriate" response.
$183,000, a quarter of its allocation, to the
"We did feel that people who were benefitgovernment. Hayes said this was a negative ting from this drug but did not have third-party
factor in the unsuccessful effort to raise new reimbursement might not have access to it [the
money for the program.
drug]," Bartlett said.
Six states ran out of money completely,
Asked if Burroughs would reduce the price
including Florida and Louisiana. States that of AZT further, as called for in a letter sent
had a surplus had the option of obligating the · recently by members of Congress to Burfunds by Sept. 30 or returning the money for roughs near the end of September, Bartlett
redistribution to other states.
mentioned that the company reduced the
Richard Schulman of the Health Resources price to its current level last December.
and Services Administration said the original
"The letter does suggest that, but it also asks
intent was to ask Burroughs to contribute us to consider an appropriate response. That
$15 million, with matching funds from the gov- letter oviously was in the works at the same
ernment, to continue the program for another time we were in discussions about the $5
year.
million patient assistance grant. And we do
This idea met with resistance from legisla- feel that that is an appropriate and timely
tors who saw it as creating an entitlement response to this particular situation."
program for AZT. "They don't want
Bartlett said it was unlikely that Burroughs
it...because it would set a precedent for every would renew the grant. "We are considering
other ilness and, frankly, the government is not this to be a one-time grant. The situation that
moving in that direction," Schulman said.
these patients are in is a larger situation than
Schulman added that the hope last year was the resources of a single pharmaceutical
that the states would raise their eligibility for company... the Federal and state governments
Medicaid. This did not happen.
are going to have to reexamine the issue. The
Indeed, many states began the Drug Reim- problem here is that we've got a disparity
bursement Program with an elegibility ceiling between third-party payment programs that
only slightly higher than Medicaid, or about pay for medication and those that pay for
$11,000 per year allowable annual income. In hospitalization. Here we have a therapy that
response to pressure from critics and activists, can hopefully reduce hospitalizations and remost states gradually raised the ceiling.
turn patients to productive worklives."
Two states, Alabama and Colorado, still do
Bartlett added that the problem of paying for
not offer AZT under their Medicaid
costly therapies for long term illnesses "is not
programs.
unique to AIDS treatment."
"We are trying to allow the states an addiIn addition to AZT, Burroughs makes
tional six months to get their act together," Septra, a drug used to treat pneomocystis carSchulman said. "I don't think it's going to fly inii pneumonia [PCP] and a herpes treatment
again."
drug, Zovirax . •
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For over six years, we've been
matching compatible gay men all
over the country.
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HALLOWEEN '88
OUR MOST SPOOKTACULAR EVENT
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
COSTUME CONTEST - DOOR PRIZES
SPECIAL DRINK PRICES
SPECIAL THEME SHOW
"WELCOME TO MY NIGHTMARE"

Our innovative computerized
system offers a fast, convenient,
and inexpensive way of finding
compatible dates.
It's the hi-tech solution to that
age-old problem.
Call for our free information packet.
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800-633-6969

•

Toll Free • 24 hours

Mills Famous Reverse
Calendar Sale
The earlier you buy, the more you save. Shop now while the selection is best
October 15% off
November 1 0% off
all pictorial calendars in stock.
Not good with other discounts.

MILLS

BOOK

STORES
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as committed to our lifemates as married
heterosexual couples, but have them taken
from us with no legal recourse if they were to
become seriously ill or injured. Straight men
and women would be outraged by such a
suggestion. So are we; Bellamy added.
The group also protested the use of their tax
dollars for the perpetuation of an institution
that explicitly excludes them.
"It is outrageous. But it is only one example
of the many, many injustices perpetrated
against us by the government we support and

the society in which we live," Campbell said.
The group also sent a letter to new Attorney
General Charles Burson protesting Cody's
opinion and asking Burson to issue a new
opinion recognizing same-sex relationships.
The letter, signed by former Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund Legal Director
Abby Rubenfeld, now practicing law in Nashville, Advance co-chair Deborah Burks (Advance is a political action committee associated with T-GALA), and Campbell, urged
Burson to reconsider the opinion, which does
not have the force of law, but which is used by
state officials to interpret the law unless the
courts rule otherwise.
National Coming Out Day came on the first
anniversary of the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights last October

11. The March, attended by over 300 Tennesseans, was officially recognized as the largest civil rights demonstration in U.S. history
late this summer when the U.S. Park Service
revised its estimate of the crowd from 200,000
to 750,000.
The NCOD celebration was intended by
organizers to raise the visibility increase the
political power of lesbian and gay Americans
by showing the large numbers of homosexuals
in the country.
Organizers asked lesbians and gay men
across the U.S. to "take their next step" in the
coming-out process, Campbell said.
"Coming out isn'.t something a gay man or
lesbian does once. It is a process that continues
on a daily basis.
"Today, some people finally told their best
friend, parent, sister or brother that they were
gay. Others told their boss or a friend at work.
Some celebrated their sexuality by marching in
the streeets. Still others joined protests for the
first time.
"It was a significant event for each person,
but only the next step. There will be many
more step:; for all ofus before our society, our
state, our nation,m our world recognized that
we are here and we are its children, too."
The day's activities were capped off locally
by a celebration at the Gas Lite Lounge, benefitting the local NCOD effort. •

Since 1892, Nashville's full service bookstores.
1817 21st Ave South
383-5520

Brentwood Place
377-0460

Belle Meade Plaza
383-7002
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Chorecg,-aphy--Oeorge &landune

Music-Peter llyich Tchaikoo!iky
This favorite is arranged for two principals and an
ensemble. It is spirited, musical and Balanchine at his best.
ROMANCE (a world premiere)

•
Choreograph}'-Vu:toria Simon
Music-Antonin Dwrjak
Ms. Simon, resp..-cted nationally as a fine choreographer,
has the distinction of being one of the few individuals
responsible for staging the late Balanchine's ballets.

SUITE GAGNON
Choreograph:y---{,ary Masters
Music-Andre Gagnon

The voice
in the
wilderness.
Watch Gay Cable Network/
Nashville
Saturday, October 15
8 p.m.
GCN Special Report
Part Three
Republican Convention

~

Gary Masters, Associate Director of the Jose Limon Dance
Co. in New York, has choreographed a work which is a
refreshing synthesis resulting &om his classical training and
modem dance performing experience.
October 14-8 p.m.
October I 5-2 & 8 p.m.
~
•
James K. Polk Theatre
,-

Exclusively on Nashville Cable
Channel 35.

Tickets $18 & $15
Call TicketMaster 741-2787
MasterCard, VISA, Amcx acccpcted
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615 254-8250

By LEONARD LINDSAY
Special to Dare
While many of us are involved in educating
the community about preventing the spread of
HIV and/or volunteering our time to provide
services to persons living with ARC or AIDS,
we must not forget that there is another arena
which requires our attention - the political
arena .
For it is our political arenas - city councils,
state legislatures, and the Congress - where
decisions are being made that impact everyone concerned with AIDS. The critical issue
that is at the heart of these political debates is
funding - adequate funding for AIDS education, services, and research. Without adequate
funding, we are helpless in the face of the
epidemic. With adequate funding, we are
more likely to accomplish our goal of minimizing the impact of AIDS on society. Politics,
therefore, must be a concern. If we do not
become politically involved, then someone
else, someone less informed and less sen~itive
to our concerns, will be making the decisions.
Politics has been defined as the "authoritat(ve allocation of scarce resources." Many of us
who are involved in the politics of AIDS realize
that we must be political in order to obtain our
share of the scarce resources - money, time
and energy - to accomplish our goals. In the
community, politics can be used to influence
or convince our elected and appointed officials that scarce resources (particularly adequate funding) must be allocated for AIDS
research; to prevent the spread of HIV; and to
provide services for persons Iiving with ARC or
AIDS.
In Tennessee, as in many other states, our
elected officials are not allocating adequate
funds for these activities. Therefore, we have a

mandate to participate politically to obtain
adequate funding.
Participation is not difficult. It does, however, require our scarce resources - time,
money and energy. Following are some ways
in which we can become involved as individuals and influence our policymakers.
l. Vote. Most importantly, vote on November 4! Rationalizing why you will not vote this
election is a mistake.
2. Support professional associations and
community organizations who share your
opinions. Many of us belong to groups which
have a significant influence over our elected
officials.
What is your association's position on AIDS?
If you agree with it, support and disseminate
your association's statements. If you disagree
with the position, work to change it. A group of
individuals who share common beliefs may
have much more influence than a single individual.
3. Monitor your elected officials' performance and let them know you are concerned.
Our policymakers are public servants. Their
job is to represent the views of their constituents. Contact them. Invite them to lunch. Let
them know that you care.
Finally, we must be careful in how we approach these issues. We need to make sure our
facts are correct and our views fair. In addition,
elected officials, like the rest of us, do not
respond well to threats. They respond to sin·cerity and concern. They want to do the right
thing. It is up to us to educate our policymakers
and convey our concerns to them.

Leonard Lindsay, MPH, MSN, is the Associate Director of the Vanderbilt AIDS Project and an assistant profesor at Vanderbilt University School of Nursing. •
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On the Road On the Make and On the Spot
I

By JAAN STURGIS
Staff Writer
Travel, travel, travel. That seems to be the
byword for Nashvillians lately, because I
swear that no one I know (save myself) has
remained in town the last few weeks.
Dan Ramey, notorious chief social worker at
Nashville CARES, along with the chatty James
Gidcomb, has recently been to every gay
man's dream city: San Francisco. From the
Golden Gate Bridge to the Castro district and
beyond these two hearty souls did the town
(oh my).
•
Mr. Ramey went under the auspices of taking in the Second Annual AIDS Conference
sponsored by the San Francisco HealJ.h Department, but James Gidcomb had otherthings
in store. His comment on San Francisco was,
''There's no difference between the day and
the night!"
Now, dearhearts, put that in your pipe and
chaw on it for a while.
Who just got back from the Northeast Boston, that is? Why, Frank Ashe, of course.
Was he thrilled about his visit? Ecstatic doesn't
sum up his fervor for the city of the great tea
dance, er, party.
Why did he go? To attend a friend's wedding. Not only did he dance the night away at
the wedding reception last Saturday, but about
1:00 a.m. Sunday morning a huge birthday
cake with, urn, 29(+) candles on it was
wheeled into the dance hall and all joined in a
boisterous (perhaps a bit drunken) round of
"Happy Birthday."
What was one of the highlights of his trip?
Well, Frank says that the trip to Hubba Hubba
- a clothing store - was a REAL trip.
Unfortunately, in the passion of packing,
he'd forgotten his black shoes and his friends
insisted that Hubba Hubba would have just the
thing. Well, they did. Kinda. They had
women's shoes in sizes up to 15 and 16 and
beyond and the young man who was trying
them on the punk-looking clerk were so blase
that one would hav thought it was an everyday
occurrence there - purchasing bright fuchsia
pumps in a 14-C!
To be kind to his Nashville friends, Frank
brought us wonderful remembrances. Knowing my extreme disdain for architecture and
preservation, he purchased a T-shirt with a pie
of the Paul Revere house on it. Turns out that
this property was considered the beginning of
the preservation movement back in the 1890s.
And for everyone's friend Tammy Willard,
Frank bought a sweatshirt with a multi-colored
streetscape of a typical Boston neighborhood.
Both really neat gifts.
Where was the wedding? At the Winery, an
exclusive restaurant which overlooks Boston
Harbor.
Knowing that her in-laws were adamant
teetotalers, the bride had the restaurant match
a yellow apple juice with a yummy golden
chanpagne. She gave strict instructions on
which people were to get which drink.
Worked out loverly and no one knew the
better of this scheme. Clever, don't you think.
Perhaps the highlight of the week for Frank
was last Thur$y evening when he went to
the Gay Community News to help assemble
the paper for Friday's publication.
Welcomed by the staff and other volunteers,
Frank was told that they were particularly
shorthanded because so many of their folks

had gone to Washington, D.C. Washington,
you say ...
Yes, dearhearts, Dare darlings Stuart Bivin

Pamaoeot Hair ltemonJ.
Free c.onsukad.oo
lodlvldual Dispouble Probes

758-7458

Stress Management
Sports Massage
Neuromuscular Therapy
AMTAMember

Patricia McCaffrey
Electrologist, RE.
(615) 360-7630

and Jeff Ellis were in Washington along with
those Bostonians and others from across the

U.S to attend the display of the NAMES Project
National AIDS Quilt and for a Gay and Lesbian
Press Association meeting. And to see Archie
Bunker's chair at the Smitbsonian. Ah, kul-

chur.
Who cares about the meeting, but be sure to

ask Stuart what they did on Saturday night. It
made me blush - the second time this year! It
was more than I could believe of that fearless
duo:
I did hear that they stayed at the new home
of former Nashvillian Faye Hale, editor of
publications for the Bakery, Confectionery
and Tobacco Workers union. Faye says to
remind everyone not to drink Coke products
because it isn't politically correct - Coke still
has ties to South Africa.
Also at the unfolding of the quilt were
CARES' Julie Jones, Gee! Scott Osten, and Mike
Garwood, along with mega star Susan Sarandon and Memphis' Rick Bray. Ronald Reagan
and Jerry Falwell were not there.
And what have Diane Easter, Gerry Scoppetuolo, Diane Neel, Penny Campbell, Barbara Savage, Devie Levin, Krys Krakoviak,
Dan Ramey, Merle Franklin, Laura Tek, Sheffield Clark, Linda Johnson, Linda Goss, Gary
_Bellamy, Jim Aldredge, Paul Tucker, Dares
own Deborah Burks, Ann Taylor and Carole
Cunningham been up to lately? You got it. This
past Tuesday they all demanded that the City
Clerk's office at Howard School give them
marriage Iicenses. Quite a statement, my dears.
You're all to be commended for your bravery
and commitment.
And I hear that the fireworks display which
occurred for those of us who were in town last
weekend was a huge success.
Such a success that Diane Easter claims she
could see them from her apartment on 21st
near Vandy. Hmrnm .. .what could that all
mean?
Laura Tek is tickled lavender- by the Lavender Law conference, that is.
A law student, she's going to the conference
on lesbian and gay legal issues in San Francisco
the first week of November. Says that there will
be more legal-type lesbian and gay folks at that
one gathering than ever before- including our
own, attorneys Abby Rubenfeld and Stuart
Bivin. Sounds like this meeting will be happy
hunting grounds. Mother always wanted me to
marry a lawyer.
At last Saturday's Oktoberfest, I ran into
more people than I could shake a stick at, not
that I go around shaking sticks at people. The
country kitsch crafts were everywhere and at
least a fair number of the crowd, including
Alan Jewell, whom I went with, was decrying
their true delights.
Unfortunately, I missed the homes tour (a
first for me), but I did stop to chat briefly with
Rick Murphy and George Zepp. Too, Miles
Fields and his other quarter John gave me a
nod of the hat. I'm sure there must have been
others that I should have recognized ...
Well, dearhearts, another Sociables has
come to a close. What have you been up to?
Been to any parties? What costume are you
wearing for Halloween? Why not call me any
evening at 226-4034. I'd just love to hear. •

Nashville CARES.
Won't you care, too?

Nashville Council on AIDS
Resources, Education and Services
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202
Education call 385-AIDS
For information on
individual or group counseling call 385-1510

The Cowboy Hits the Deck.
Soon.
BEER BUST
Saturday 4 pm - 8 pm
Sunday 3 pm - 7 pm
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2311 Franklin Road, Nashville
269-5318 • Open 3 pm -1 am
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•SHOWTIMES•
Fri, Sat &Sun
9:30 & 11:30
•SPECIAL•
Spaghetti w/ draft beer
$2.50
•WED & THU•
Lemon & Lager $1

VictorNiclorias

111 8th Avenue North/ 244-7256
7 days 3 pm - 3 am
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LASTTUESDAYwasNationalComingOutDay(NCOD),thefirst-anniversary celebration of the success of the historic March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. The March was the largest civil rights
demonstration in the history of the United States.
National organizers of NCOD urged gay men and lesbians across the
country to take their next step in the coming-out process.
Here in Nashville, lesbians and gay men celebrated individually and
en masse.
At noon, ten same-sex couples marched into the Metro Nashville/
Davidson County marriage bureau and asked the clerk to issue them
marriage licenses.
· At the same event, local activists announced that Metro Mayor Bill
Boner had promised to issue a proclamation in honor of National
Coming Out Day.
Later in the afternoon, about 30 people gathered on campus at
Vanderbilt University to mark the official coming-out of Vanderbilt
Lambda at the group's first widely-publicized open meeting, and to see
the official video of the March, which drew 750,000 men, women and
children to Washington, D.C., last October.
Still later in the evening, a large crowd of men and women celebrated
the day at the Gas Lite Lounge downtown.
Those who took part in the day's events showed courage.
It took courage to face the reporters, photographers and TV cameras
at the marriage bureau, to face the clerks and take a stand on the legal

system's discrimination against same-sex couples.
It took courage for students, faculty, staff and alumni at Vanderbilt to
attend a public Lambda meeting, not knowing who might show up and
see them there.
It took courage for community leaders to press the Mayor's office for
a proclamation decrying bigotry and violence against lesbians and gay
men.
It took courage for all those who took their pext steps.
But everyone who took a next step came away empowered, even
those who had taken only little steps.
And we all know what the longest journey begins with. •
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Dip into Swimming-Pool
The Swimming-Pool Library. By Alan Hollinghurst.
New York: Random House, 1988.
By JOE MAROHL
Staff Writer
In his first novel, Alan Hollinghurst offers a
split-screen picture of gay history in the twentieth century. He accomplishes this double
vision through juxtapostion of events in the
London life of young English aristocrat Will
Beckwith and entries in the mostly overseas
diary of an elderly English aristocrat, Charles
Nantwich, who's approached the younger
man to write his biography.
The novel contrasts two worlds. First, the
far-flung British Empire of the first half of the
century and the covert lives of homosexual
men then who, with little ?tnO understanding
of their sexual identities, dared to love and
suffer persecution for loving.
Second, the leftovers of the Empire, London
as a melting pot of blacks, West Indians and
other ex-colonials, and the comparably open
lives of modern gay men who, with little or no
memory of teh past or their gay heritage, still
dare to love and sheepishly suffer (still!) persecution for loving.
The two protagonists, who are roughly sixty
years apart in age, are first brought together by
accident. As they become better acquainted·
they become aware of common elements in
their personalities.
Both are aristocrats with social connections
and education appropriate to their class.
Both are attracted to men who belong to a
lower social order, specifically black men of
the labor class.
As the novel progresses, their lives are revealed to be connected more and more until
Beckwith's climactic discovery of just how
inextricably (and ironically) the two men's
fates are knit together.
The message of The Swimming-Pool Library
is that we learn from history. Or, rather, that we
ought to learn from history. Or, rather, that we
had better start learning from history. The

novel demonstrates the necessity of gay history as an alternative to the history codified
and preserved in the mainstream. The novel
also teaches us, from the standpoint of the era
of AIDS, how we adapt to survive and how
change occurs through active conflict of opposing forces.
All social and political pretensions aside,
Hollinghurst's is a uniquely cinematic gay
novel, just begging for a 12-part adaptation on
Masterpiece Tbeater:.or something. One would
be hard-pressed to say, however, who would
bestdirectafilmadaptationofthisbook:James
Ivory (Maurice), say, or Stephen Frears (Prick
Up Your Ea,s)?The book achieves two distinct
tones in representing past and near-present.
The more contemporary London scenes are
highly charged with the sort of blunt eroticism
and violent energy one usually associates with
contemporary gay writers like Andrew
Holleran or even John Rechy. Plenty of "dirty
realism" about hustlers, urinals, bath houses,
addictive sex, s & m, etc.
On the other hand, the story within the story,
the memoirs of the elder Nantwich, who is the
same age as the century, is an impressive
parody of the comparably chaste writings of
Denton Welch and E.M. Forster, who wrote

about comrade-love in an only elusively erotic
way. In a recent Voice Literary Supplement
review of the novel, Vince Aletti savvily compares it to "cruising with Joe O[lon and Ronald
Firbank."
The doubleness of vision is handled well by
the author. The book's epigraph, a quote from
Firbank's Tbe Flower Beneath the Foot, is followed through in the book so that Firbank
becomes a major unifying element in the plot.
The epigraph, in which an ingenue gushily
explains that she learned to read quickly on
"the screens at Cinemas," looks two ways historically at once, the cinematic present and the
literary past. Firbank as a real figure in history
is used in several ways. We are told that
Nantwich briefly met Firbank shortly before
the eccentric author died in the 1920s (suggestively, when Nantwith was the same age as
Beckwith when they met), and James, the
young protagonist's physically repulsive physician friend, is a Firbank devotee and collector.
Without my giving away too much of the
story, the novel ends with a pornographer's
accidental discovery of some antique movie
footage of Firbank's being cruelly mocked by
Italian children in the streets of Genzano.
Hollinghurst knits his twin plots together with
irony and the kind of narrative symmetry that
suggests fate.
The book portrays homophobia against a
wider context of racism, ageism and sexism,
flaws apparent in Western culture in general
and no less in the novel's smug gay protagonist
Beckwith. The Swimming-Pool Library is a cry
against the superficiality and obscurantism
that dominate gay culture today, an eloquent
protest against the gay cult of the beautiful and
its wholesale rejection of political activism,
intellectuality and the spirit.
But what is most endearing about the book
is its erotic portrait of gay friendship, a balance
never before so intelligently and elegantly
achieved. •
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Every Tuesday, 11:30 pm
Fun & Games
With Alexis Spaulding & Dana Alexander
Every Wednesday, all night
50-Cent Draft, $1.25 Bottles
No cover
Every Thursday, 11 :30 pm
New Fall Cast
Alexis Spaulding, Shelly Stone,
Monica Munro and a guest
Every Friday and Saturday
Non-stop Dancing with Eddie Denson

T

Sunday, October 16

The 1988 Mr. Warehouse 28 Contest
Starring
DIANA HUTTON
ALEXIS SPAULDING
SHELLY STONE
MONICA MUNRO
HARLOWE
. Doors open at 8 pm, Contest at 9 pm
Sunday, October 23

Miss Tennessee-at-Large Pageant
Sunday, October 30

A Salute to Miss Gay USA and her Southern Court
Halloween - Monday, October 31

A Black and White Night of Fright
Prizes for two best costumes .
A weekend in Ft. Lauderdale
,..
including
•round trip airfare on American Airlines
•accommodations at the Howard Johnson's on the strip and
• rental car.

WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 Franklin Road •385-9689
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Hall~we n•s a real drag.

•Announcements

bedroom, no pets, utilities furnished $50.00 aweek,
Harding Mall area. 331-0381 .

• VANDERBILT LAMBDA announces its new film
series, beginning at 7pm Thursday, Oct. 20, in 220
Garland ($1 ). Be there. Or be straight.

• Reliable female to share 2BR / 2BA apt. Honest and
reliable need only call. After 6 pm 366-1041.

•LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is
accepting applicati ons for writers. Learn communityoriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-292-9623.
• Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet
others and are interested in forming a support group in
Nashville: write Box 158002, Nashville 37215-0082.
All correspondence held in strictest confidence.
• Missed a Dare? Back issues mailed to YO\J (except V1
#2 and V1 #4) Send $1.50 with name and address to
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204

• New: business notes - a 1/32 page notice display ad
at a special introductory rate. Let the community know
you're there for pennies per reader. Ann Taylor, Dare
Advertising Sales Coordinator, 352-5823.

•Business
• Compact security alarm systems. Secure your home
for a reasonable cost. Call Jackie, 876-3703.

•Roommates
• Mature lesbian needed to share 3BR house with 2
other people. Belmont area. $180 + utilsJmonth. 3836540.

•Personals
• Hey, Butch: Ooh, Miss Mamma, she broke your face.
Go left in the villa, but you better WEAR that dress.
Seriously, you're the best. Kissy-face to the dyke
supreme. Betcha didn't think I'd actually spend all this
dough, didja? Well I did. Are you embarassed? -Fifi.
• Penny & Gary: Thank you for making NCOD fun &
meaningful. Will you marry us? Love, Fifi & Butch.
• GWM, 27. 5'8', 140. Very attractive. Smart. Creative.
Witty. Student. Seeks similar high caliber guy to love.
DARE DRAWER 20

All ads run two consecu1ive weeks and cost
•$10 for up ID 100 characters
•$20 for up ID 200 characters
•$30 for up ID 300 characters
•
• and so on.
We resew the right to edit ads for length, and ID reject any ad. Sexually explicit or
exploitative ads will not be accepted. No ad will be accepted without signature and
advance payment in lull.
Response drawers are available if you do not wish ID use your own address.
To respond to a response drawer ad, write to:
Dam Oa,,er I
Nashville, TN 37204-0422
Ads receiwd by noon Wednesd:r,s will run the lot lowing Frid~/.
Questions? Phone 292-9623 or 352-5823 for informal ion.
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ZIP_ _ _ _ _

I
1:i

r

I

OFFICE

Formal Hiwr and

us~oNLY

Bittner's • Rivergate Plaza• 859-4444 • 2825 West End Avenue• 329-3456
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Signed__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Do you want a b!ind drawer number? □Yes. Add $5 per two-week period.
Run this ad for 02 weeks 04 weeks 06 weeks O __ weeks
This ad costs 0$10 0$20 0$30 0$_ for 2 weeks $___
+ response drawer charge $ 5.00
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Ji ________________,
11:,,_1,,1,,.

0Bittners
Cast11111e Rental

~ i~e~~~ ~~:ri am the person named above. No ad !~l~n~;giccepted without signature.
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Remember last year. when you waited till the last minute
and had to go as yourself? Gert a head start this year.
Come oat to Bittner' s and choose from
Tennessee's best selection of masks and costames.
And let us help you win the drag race.

Box<40422

_,_ _ _
~I

,,..

•GWF needs roommate. Smyrna area BR+ bath $200/
mth+ 1(2 ulil . M/F dependable must like animals. 4597614

• Male roommate wanted. Furnished or unfurnished
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+ BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00
= Subtotal $ _ _

fl
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Please enclose check or money order for total amount, pa!~~:~ocg::. $_ _ _ ;:ii

v_____

A._ _ _ _ _ _

A'.-- - - M _ _ _ _ __

x number of two-week periods _ _

Send to : Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422
Ads received by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday.
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OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY TEN TO SIX .
& SUNDAY ONE TO FOUR.
2809 WEST END AVENUE

NASHVILLE

615 / 329-2444

