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• 
An unidentified protestor,wearing a Ronald Regaan mask, demonstrates at the Hyatt 

Regency Nashvi/Je against Reagan administratwn policies and the appearance in Nashville of 
Ll. Col. Oliver North. 

Eleven Sentenced in Nashville 
Teen Sex-for-Pay Sting 

By JEFF ELIJS 
Managing Editor 
Eleven men last Friday were given sus

pended sentences and placed on probation 
after pleading guilty to charges leveled after 
Metro Police used a 15-year-old boy in an 
undercover prostitution sting last winter. 

The 11 were among the 42 men arrested as 
a result of a three-month-long undercover 
operation conducted last December, January 
and February. Tony St. Clair, the 15-year-old 
east Nashville boy used·as a decoy in the sting 
, will testify in the 31 · cases still pending in 
court. 

Of the 42 men originally charged, the 11 
men sentenced last week agreed to drop 
allegations that the operation was illegally 
conducted because of the use of a minor as a 
decoy. Last May, defense attorneys argued 
that the court "must decide whether we are 
going to permit the use of minors [as decoys 
in undercover operations]." 

Attorney William Farmer argued that use 
of a minor for "obscene purposes" is illegal 
under Tennessee law. He cited a 1984 state 
atttorney general's opinion that law enforce
ment officials could not legally use minors to 
buy beer at establishments suspected of sell
ing it to minors. 

That opinion, signed by Attorney General 

W. Michael Cody, who will be leaving that 
office to enter private practice, said such 
undercover <;>perations involving minors are 
in violation of a state law that prohibits con
tributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

Assistant district attorney Richard Fisher 
argued in court then that Caroline St. Clair, the 
boy's mother, agreed to let police use her son 
as bait when she learned of his year-long 
history of prostitution on east Nashville 
streets. 

The men pleading guilty last week were all 
indicted on one count of soliciting a minor for 
obscene purposes, soliciting prostitution and 
solicitation to commit a crime against nature. 

Sentences handed down ranged from 11 
months, 29 days to three years, followed by 
probationary periods ranging from three to 
eight years. In some cases counseling and/or 
public service was ordered. 

Fines of $1000 were levied against several 
of the men. 

One man, a former lab technician, saw his 
$1,000 fine waived because he had been fired 
from his job as a result of his arrest. His wife 
is terminally ill and he has no income. 

The sex sting operation was begun after 
authorities received a call from Caroline St. 
Clair in September, 1987. She said her son had 

continued on page 7 

North Appearance 
Draws Protests 
Area Activist Groups Demonstrate 

By JEFF ELIJS 
Managing Editor 
Retired Lt. Col. Oliver North brought his 

financial appeal to middle Tennessee last 
week in an effort to shore up support for his 
upcoming legal battles only to find almost 
100 Nashvillians protesting his appearance 
here. 

Sponsored by the Nashville chapter of the 
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP), 
Central American Solidarity Association 
(LaCASA) and the Nashville Youth Netw~rk 
(NYN). the orotest outside the Hvatt Reszencv 

citizens tace to tace with anti-North activists. 
Bearing signs reading "Ollie Belongs 

Behind Bars" and "Just Say No to Ollie North,• 
the protestors attracted the attention of the 
media, the perplexed looks of passers-by and 
the scorn of the limousine set arriving for the 
dinner inside the posh Hyatt Regency ball
room. 

"We're here because we feel we must be 
heret said LaCASA spokesperson Gene 
TeSelle. "We wanted to represent the many 
Nashville residents who find the support of 
someone like Oliver North to be repugnant.• 

North was in Nashville raising some 
$50,000 to go toward the estimated $10 mil
lion legal bill he is likely to accrue during his 
upcoming legal battles with the United States . 

Bush Visits 
Murfreesboro 
Tennessee War Heats Up 

ByJEFFELUS 
Managing &iitor 
Tennessee's emergence as a key battle

ground in this fall's presidential sweepstakes 
was made even more apparent with the 
Monday afternoon appearance in 
Murfreesboro by Republican hopeful George 
Bush. 

The Vice President's visit to the Middle 
Tennessee State ' Universtity campus came 
just ten days after an appearance by the 
Democratic standard-bearer, Massachusetts 
Gov. Michael Dukakis, at the Wilson County 
Fair in nearby Lebanon. 

Bush siezed the opportunity of the MTSU 
visit to deride Dukakis' stands on· defense, 
capital punishment, taxes and drugs. 

Venturing into the Democratic heartland 
of middle Tennessee, Bush was greeted by a 
number of hecklers brandishing campaign 

continued 2" page 2 

government. More than 400 well-heeled 
Nashvillians paid $100 each to hear North's 
appeal following a program of patriotic music 
from former Miss America Kellye Cash of 
Memphis. 

TeSelle said he found it disturbing that so 
many people were "ready to hail as a hero a 
man who went far beyond his duties as a 
public servant." 

Thousands of people were killed because 
of the aid directed to the Contras in Nicara
gua," TeSelle charged. "That money would 
have been better soent to deal with human 

ot misplaced priorities.• 
The 100 activists-decrying North's involve

ment in the Iran-Contra scandal and his sub
sequent cross-country fund raising tour in
cluded a wide cross section of the city's 
population. From the AIDS activists of ACT
UP to the youthful politicos of NYN, the face 
of Nashville activism was a difficult one to 
d~ribe. 

Victoria Webb, ho described herself as 
being "peripherally involved• with LaCASA, 
said she came primarily "as a private citizen.• 

"Oliver North and what he has done repre
sents everything that is bad in the U.S. gov
ernment," Webb said. "I'm saddened anyone 
would support what he did.• 

Webb contended that the protestors repre
sented the opinion of the majority of Ameri
cans with regard to the Iran-Contra scandal. 

"It is against the majority sentiment in this 
country to illegally invade and arm a small 
group of rebels who operate outside the 
politically popular government in Nicara
gua," she said. 

Webb said North represents "the worst 
continued on page 3 
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... Bush in 
Tennessee 

continued from page 1 
signs for the Democratic ticket of Dukakis 

and Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen. 
One person carried a sign which read 

"Bush-Noriega in '88 A Crack Team," a refer
ence to charges that Bush should have been 
aware that Panamanian strongman Manuel 
Noriega was trafficking in illegal drugs. 

"It is our administration that indicted Gen. 
Noriega and is trying to bring him to justice," 
Bush told the crowd. 

The crowd, estimated at 2,500, consisted 
primarily of students at the state's third largest 
university. That group contrasted with the 
more than 5,000 people who gathered at the 
Wilson County fairgrounds to hear Dukakis. 

"It was a huge success for MfSU. We got 
some wonderful coverage for the University,• 
said Dorothy Harrison, MfSU director of pub
lic relati?ns. "The Bush campaign people 
couldn't have been more pleased with the way 
things went." 

The school's next foray into the political 
arena could be Sunday, Sept. 11, according to 
Harrison. Incumbent Democratic U.S. Senator 
Jim Sasser ·and his Republican opponent, Bill 
Andersen, have been invited to the 
Murfreesboro campus for a debate on issues in 
~eir race. At press time, Sasser had accepted 
the invitation and Andersen was attempting to 
work the debate into his campaign schedule. 

Bush's first stop on the MfSU campus was· 
the ROTC headquarters, where he reviewed • 
the cadets performing calisthenics and rappel
ling down the side of the building. 

From that photo opportunity, designed to 
present the Vice President in the most patriotic 
of venues, Bush travelled the short distance to 
the historic Kirksey Old Main Building for his 
speech. 

Former Senator Howard Baker, in his intro
duction ofBush, called the Vice President "my 
friend,• recalling that the two both entered 
Congress in 1%6 when "it was a lonely time for 
Republicans in the South.• 

Bush, taking aim at the Democrats, said, 
"This is no time to retreat to the policies that 
failed this country so miserably in the past.• 

Alluding to President Jimmy Carter's past 
experience as governor of Georgia, Bush 
warned th MTSU crowd to beware of "moder
ate-talking liberal governors making vague 
promises.• 

Bush's address was primarily a restatement 
of his acceptance speech at last month's Re
publican National Converntion in New Or
leans, including his reiteration of a promise not 
to raise taxes and the charge that the election of 
a Democratic administration would ensure 
higher taxes. . 

Immediately following the speech, Bush 
was ·whisked away to Nashville via a heavily
guarded motorcade for two fundraisers at the 
Belle Meade homes of David K. Wilson and 
Alvin Beaman .. The parties brought mnore 

· than $350,000 for Republican coffers to aid 
their efforts in Tennessee during the upcoming 
campaign season. 

Greeting Bush after Air Force Two landed at 
the Air National Guard Armory was a handful 
of state Republican luminaries including for
mer Gov. Winfield Dunn, 7th District U.S. Rep. 
Don Sundquist, Memphis Mayor Dick Hackett 
and Bush's Tennessee campaign chair Jon 
Thomas. • 

Every Tuesday, 11 :30 pm 
Talent Contest $50 Winner 
·Starring Alexis Spaulding 

Every Wednesday, all night 
5O-Cent Draft, $1 Bottles 

Every Thursday, 11:30 pm 
New Fall Cast 

Every Friday and Saturday 
Non-stop Dancing 

• 

September 2-8, 1988 

•-

Sunday, September 4 
WAREHOUSE 28 
proudly presents 

our Second Annual Labor Day Benefit for Nashville CARES 
something for everyone ... 

''A COMEDY TONIGHT'' 

Sunday, September 18 

MR. TENNESSEE USA 
$575 ~n prize money 

with 
- Host and Emcee 

Diana Hutton Miss Gay USA 1987-88 
and 

Kevin Scott Reigni"ng Mr. Gay· USA 
Steff Mr. Florida USA 

PICK UP APPLICATIONS AT THE DOOR OR CALL 385-9689 

WAREHOUSE 28 •2529 

TT 
T• 

Franklin Road •385-9689 
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• Unique Fresh-cut and Custom Silk Flower Arrangements • 
~s"'° • Award-winning Designers • 

• 

~ • Balloon Bouquets • Fruit and Gourmet Baskets • 
f ~ • We deliver anywhere in Metro Nashville • 

"' ~ 833 8555 llllill: 
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~82~ .Trousdale (at Blackman) 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 

~ 'IJ!wne :J{ouse --~~ ~ • • • 
!l(estaurant 

Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm 
165 Eighth Avenue North • 254-1277 

• • 

(jlfs Lite 
Lounge 

Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm -1 am 
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am 

Sunday Noon - 3 am 
167 1/ 2 Eighth Avenue North• 254-1278 
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Book 'em, 
Joe. 

Joe Marohl 
Staff Writer 

Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 • (615) 292-9623 
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continued from page 1 
kind of warmonger," adding that "the only 

real heroes are peacemakers." 
Attorney Joe Prochaska said he was protest

ing North's appearance "because I believe in 
the constitution.• 

"The United States is a nation of laws. We 
are governed by laws, rather than men," Pro
chaska said. "I'm here because I believe in the 
rules of the law." 

A self-proclaimed political activist since 
childhood, Prochaska said he had talked ear
lier in the day with "a lot of friends who realize 
North broke the law, lied · to Congress and 
subverted the constitution.• 

But while the anti-North protestors were the 
most vocal and most visible, a few North sup
porters stationed themselves outside the Hyatt 
Regency to watch the demonstration . 

Two young men, who refused to give their 
names, referred to the demonstrators as 
"assholes who probably don't even work." 

Glove Story 

"We pay taxes so they can eat and have 
clothes to wear," one said. "I bet they're all 
Democrats.• 

The two young men claimed the "great 
percentage of the people inside the hotel are 
Republicans, including some of the wealthiest 
people in Nashville - the ones who really run 
this city." 

Among those wealthy Nashvillians to which 
the young men referred was former U.S . 
Alllbassador to Denmark Guilford Dudley. A 
reception for North held at Dudley's Belle 
Meade mansion attracted people willing to pay 
$400 for a chance to meet North and have their 
pictures made with him. 

So_me 20 protestors demonstrated outside 
the gates to the Dudley estate without incident. 

"It went very well," TeSelle said. "We really 
appreciate the broad supoprt we've gotten 
from people who are involved with so many 
other concerns. There are a number of very 
motivated· individuals in this city." • . 

By JAAN SlURGIS were still in bed, I attended the softball game 
Staff Writer that MCC had with the Crisis Intervention 
Oh, summer's end is fast approaching. Center. To who you how hard up both the 

Labor Day means we must say goodbye to t. teams were, I ended up catching for both of 
white shoes, tubes of Coppertone and the them CT had no choice - I was the only one 
endless round of pool parties and barbecues. wearing white opera-length kid gloves.) 

But we do have one last chance to kick up However, MCCers Jim Aldredge, Jae Gregory, 
our heels and live, live, live! If only we had a Frank Webb, Paul Tu.cker, Debbie Neely, 
chorus line of high-stepping dancers behind Holly Merkison and Deb Fleming literally beat 
us! "" the pants off the Crisis Center sqaud 25 to 9 

And aren't we on the road again?! The (fhankgoodnesstheparkrangerswereother
"Outreach Committee• for T-GALA is headed wise engaged). And, boys, you should have 
for Pensacola, Florida, to spend this last-of- seen Paul Tucker when he caught a fly ball 
summer holiday weekend. Wonder when early in the game. I've never seen a man's legs 
their "outreach" will bring someone new to fly so high into the air and then wrap around 
town? his body so quickly. I wonder if he's had lots of 

Save the early part of Saturday evening, practice? 
Sept. 24, because Krys Krakoviak and Diane Carole Cunningham has been studying 
Easter have been planning a Premiere Party to hard for her upcoming LSATs, and we all wish 
introduce Gay Cable Network/Nashville to the her well. Getting into law school is certainly no 
Warehouse 28 at 7 p.m. For only $3 you will be easy task - unless you're planning to run for 
fed mouth-watering hors d'oeuvres and pal- vice president someday. 
ate-tingling (and tongue-loosening) cham- The women's dance after theT-GALA draw
pagne. The Gay Cable Network will air for one ing last weekend certainly did draw a dichot
hour every Saturday at 8 p.m. on Viacom's omy of characters - well-known Nashville 
Channel 35. Why not mark your calendars artistJanBellaswe'llasDare'sownPatApple
now? I am! gate, Ann Taylor and Deborah Burks. Other 

Although the turnout was bit shabby for prominent women attendees were Linda 
their raffle drawing, T-GALA realized a healthy Goss, Laura Tek, Terry Kevlin and Devie Levin. 
$1,000+ profit with winners being announced A handful of men even attended the soiree, 
last Saturday night at the Unitarian Church. including Sheffield Clark, Krys Krakoviak and 
Many people sold tickets and even more pur- Jack Prostko. 
chased the tickets. All are to be thanked for Before we finish packing our bags for our 
making this a successfulevent. weekend jaunt to more exciting environs, I 

Congratulations to G. Scott Osten on his know that some of you have been wondering 
new position as education coordinator for just where the devil has Penny Campbell been 
Nashville CARES. Scott's formal education recently. Well, she forsook us - kinda- for a trip 
comes from one of the country's most prestig- to visit her sister in Durham, N .C. Why not ask 
ious private institutions (No! Not the Betty Ford her what fascinating things she enjoyed on her 
Center): Northwestern in Chicago. He will be junket away from Music City . . 
beefing up CARES programs to reach out to the Giving a party? Driving away for the week
gay and straight communitiesas well as assum- end? Having an anniversary or celebrating a 
ing other duties. Remember: CARES is a social new job, a birthday, a divorce, a windfall from 
service organization we can all be proud of, · thel.R.S.,orthefactPatSajakwillbehavinghis 
and they are always in need of more volun- own talk show this fall? For whatever reasons, 
teers. Why not spend some of your free time in if it's fit to print - and maybe if it isn't - give me 
a productive manner? Call them today at 385- a call at 226-4034 (evenings). . 
1510 to offer your time and talents. And say hi And, dearhearu, __ fqr this week, that's So-
to Scott if he's around! ciables - the column, not the crackers. See you 

. Last Saturday. morning while some of you next time! • 
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25-CENT DRAFf 
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm 

BEER BUST 
Saturday 4 pm - 8 pm 

Sunday 3 pm - 7 pm 

2311 FRANXUN RoAD, NASHVIW! • 269-5318 • OPEN 3PM-1AM 

Nashville CARES. 
Won't you care, too? 

Nashville Council on AIDS Resources, Education and Services 
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202 

Education call 385-AIDS 
For information on individual or group counseling call 385-1510 

Dare 

Jliii'"'le 
306 FOURTH A'QE sourn 

SEPT18, 8 PM 
JUNGLE JIM'S 9TH ANNIVERSARY 

AT THE JUNGLE 

8-10 PM FREE DRAFT 
10 PM-3 AM 75¢ CANS OF BEER 

NO COVER 
·sPECIAL SHOW MATINEE 

SNACK BUFFET 

Nashville CARES Fundraiser Coming Sept. 25 

Se ember 2-8, 1988 

THE WORLD'S END RESTAURANT 
1713 CHURCH STREET 
NASHVILLE, TN 37203 

615-329-3480 

Mondays Tuesdays 
Al-Anon 

Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays Sundays 
Nashville CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 
6:30pm. HIV Education 
Support Group. 6pm. Family 
Support Group. 6:30pm. Info 
phone 385-1510. 
Lambda Group 

Open meeting, MCC
Nashville. 6:30pm. 
Nashville CARES 
HIV Education Support 
Groups. 7pm. Info phone 
385-1510. 

Nashville CARES Sexaholics Anonymous 
HIV Support Group. 6:30pm. Closed meeting, MCC-
lnfo phone 385-1510. Nashville. 5pm. 
Alternatives (Alcoholics _ Alcoholics Anonymous 
Anonymous) Closed Program Study Group 
meeting for lesbians and gay Meeting, Belmont United 
men, MCC-Nashville. 8pm. Methodist. 7:30pm. 

Nashville CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 
4pm. 
Metropolitan Community 
Church-Nashvllle 
Mortgage Meal, all you can 
eat. 7:30pm. $5. 

Manna New Ufe Church 
Worship service, 11am. Info 
phone 833-8581 or 
834-4491 . 
Metropolitan Community 
Church-Nashville 

Closed Alcoholics Anony
mous meeting for gay men 
and lesbians, Unitarian 
Church. 8pm. 

Sober Sisters (Lesbian Al
coholics Anonymous) Closed 
meeting, MCC-Nashville. 
8pm. 

Sex Addicts Anonymous 
Closed meeting for gay men 
and lesbians. MCC
Nashville. 5:30pm. 
Nashvllle CARES 
AIDS/ARC Support Group. 
6:30pm. HIV Support Group. 
7pm. Info phone 385-1510. Lesbian Adult Children of 

Alcoholics (ACOA) 
Meeting. 8pm. Info phone 
385-4776 or 352-5823. 

Worship services, 11 am and 
7pm. Info phone 320-0288. 

SPECIA----------------------~ 
Events 
September 
Sunday, September 4 

Affirmation Monthly meeting and 
potluck dinner for lesbian and gay United 
Methodists. 7pm. Info phone 366-6448. 

EMBASSY TRAVEL 
We 

specialize 
in personal 

service. 

615 383-1870 
TN Toll Free 800 548-1031 
3415 West End Ave, Suite 1 

Nashville, TN 37203 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Sat 1 0am-2pm 

Tuesday, September 6 _ 
Vanderbilt lambda Association 
Meeting. For lesbian and gay Vanderbi lt 
students, faculty, staff and alumni. 118 
Sarratt Center, Vanderbilt. 6pm. Free. 

Saturday, September 10 
Church and Community Forum 
Making Relationships Permanent, 
discussion with a panel of couples about 
successful strategies for long-lasting 

Coming Soon 

DENA.KAYE 
and JANN & llSA 

Every Thursday Beer Blast 7-10 pm 
$3.00Cover 

Free Draft Beer 

1be woman's choice . 
RALPH'S 

515 2nd Avenue South 256-9682 

relationships. Metropolitan Community 
Church-Nashville, 13115th Ave North. 
8:30pm(following weekly Mortgage 
Meal). Free. Info phone 320-0288. 

Sunday, September 11 
F.eminist Book Circle Meeting. Dis
cussion of works by Katherine Forrest. 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1808 
Woodmont Blvd. 5-7pm. Free. Info 
phone 298-9931. 

presents 

Legends 
Showtime Saturday at 10 and 12 

Open 4pm-3am 
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-7 
25-cent draft Thu 7-11 

Food Available 

1071,d lt11-el(11.e cfoati 256-9131 

Pride Week '89 Committee Plan
ning meeting. Info phone 297-4293. 

Monday, September 12 
Tennessee Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
(T-GALA) Meeting, Towne House Tea 
Room. 7pm. Free. 

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Just drop a postcard 
or letter to D.n, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, orphooe 292-
9623 and leave a mesS31Je. Please Include information about ttme, 
location, rost sponsor. and a mnlad person's name with ao!ress nJ/ 
or pllooe number for verification. 

uanita's 
B A , R 

Open 11 am- 3 am 

Beer Bust 
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm 

Saturday 2 pm - 6 pm 
Sunday 5 pm - 8 pm 

1700.4th Avenue South 256-9681 
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·: Sunday Night Dinner Special, Sept; 4 :-
. · .. ··:=· .. · :· 10 oz NY Steak, vegetable of the day, 
· ·: <: =.=:.:. choice of potato, tossed salad $5.95 

· · ·. Serving dinner 
::· · .. •.· . .-_'.·: 5-10 Tue-Thu, 5-11 Fri-Sun 

Conductors Club Night & 
Bake Sale 

September 9 
Proceeds to PWA 

I 
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Adults, Ch-ildren and Sex 
The fallout from last winter's teen prostitution sting continues as 

eleven men are sentenced for their roles in the operation. 
Once again, headlines and newscasts grind away uncomfortably 

about the men who have tried to buy sex from minors - boys. 
What does this mean to the community? 

promise of gifts or only of affection and human warmth, the superior 
ability of the adult to persuade the child and to encourage its participa
tion makes the granting of true consent almost impossible. 

First, it's important to state most emphatically that very few would 

i,,,_:i'::,i'=,:. ~1~ s:::::::~?:ru rel,ti=ip,, and ev~ 
The intimacy of sexual relations should take place in the context of 

free personal choice, without coercion and without exploitation. 

Of course, there are exceptions and borderline cases. Almost every
one has heard some story about child sirens seducing adults. But those 
are exceptions, and the existence of exceptions implies the concurrent 
existence of rules. 

As to our community, the sting operation has had some bad effects. 
It has reinforced the age-old myth that homosexual people., espe

cially men, prey upon the young and the innocent - that we "recruit" 
children into our ranks - and serves as fodder for the radical right's 
campaign to further toughen laws which criminalize our expressions of 
love. 

·::: 
While we abhor the intrusion of the state into private, consensual 

=i adult relationships, we ~o not think that sex between children and 

i,,,,l',,,_ 1',,_ ad':~~ a good idea - even if the children willingly agree. 
More than that, it has damaged our view ofourselves, especially those 

of us who are not yet out of the closet. 
First, it's difficult to imagine how the lopsided personal power of the And there are those among us who would say that thee men arrested 

got what they deserved. Reputations shattered, jobs lost, family relation
ships destroyed. 

. participants can be evened out when ~ne of them is a child. We're not 
§ talking about a 17-year-olddatinga 19-year-old. We'retalkingabouta 

:,,[·,_.:,_ sexual relationship between adults and children, the kind of relation
. ship in which one partner so much less mature than the other or others 
:;, as to preclude the kind of rational choice that is true consent. 

Did they deserve this? 
No. 
While we still do not condone the use of children for sex, entrapment 

is not an appropriate way for a government to enforce its laws. I Second, because there is such d isparity of pwer between the 
:,,:,,::, participants, there is also invariably some kind of coercion, no matter 

how subtle. Whether it is as obvious as the use of force or the threat 
And the use of a minor by the government in an illegal venture, even 

in order to attract potential lawbreakers, is more than just ill-advised. 

Eddie Murphy 's Coming to America: The Phobe Fal Is Flat 
By HARRISON HICKS 
Staff Writer 

("_;,:_ There's only one thin missing from Eddie 
,, Murphy's new film, Coming to America - the 

I 00

~ne!~at has been touted as his first romantic 
:j leading role, Murphy, who has a history of gay
~ baiting and demeaning women in his comedy 

:,,',,,_'·~'.:.·::: routines, plays an African prince who journeys : to the United States to find a wife rather than 
follow through on a marriage arranged for 
him, in his country's tradition. 

WhileinNewYorkCity,Murphy'schoiceof 
a likely place to find a new bride, Murphy, as 
Prince Akeem, poses as a poor immigrant who 
takes employment at a fast food restaurant. 
Once there, he falls in love with the daughter 
of the restaurant's owner and finds that he 
must compete for her affections with the heir 
to a hair-styling fortune. 

What follows are situations which, in the 

i,,,,l',,,!',,_ ~fi:..:a~~:.~ll~~•th~i~!. ~~::C :~ 
a term could only be done loosely at best, and 
probably wrongly. 

The script,~ loose variation of Mark Twain's 
The Prince and the Pauper, is extremely un
funny, presenting stale situations -and tired 
jokes aimed at satirizing the American lifestyle . 

The character Murphy plays, Prince Akeem, 
despite claims to the contrary, is not exactly an 
advance over other characters he has played in 
regards to attitudes ~oward women. For ex
ample, when Akeem meets the bride his father 

i' has chosen for him to marry, he demonstrates 

his bride, the woman he picks as his betrothed 
is faced with a single option for the future, 
marriage to Murphy or to another man. The 
idea that this woman, who is seemingly intel
ligent and self-sufficient, could live just fine 
without a man's presence, is never even enter
tained. 

Once again, Hollywood's version of happi
ness for a woman is to become married to a 
man who will take care of her and provide for 
her. If this is Murphy's idea of progress as far as 
his attitudes toward women are concerned, I 
think his newfound "respect" for women 
would be something most women could do 

without. 
What's particularly disheartening is what 

Murphy, with all his complaints about black 
stereotypes, is guilty of the very thing he con
demns by perpetuating stereotypes of women 
and gays. Despite his financial success, 
Murphy will never be the stereotype destroyer 
he claims he wants to be until he accepts the 
existence of other groups that are discrimi
nated against. For all his · comedic talents, 
which could be used to illuminate the human 
condition of all people, Murphy chooses to 
waste those talents and perpetuate the very 
conditions he protests. • 

~ 
Soap Adds Gay Character 

From SfAFF REPORTS 
Network television has, for the first time, introduced a continuing gay male character with "no 

immediate plans to make him tragic or diseased," according to USA Today. 
The paper reported that CBS' daytime soap opera As the World Turns character Hank Eliot, 

a fashion designer played by Brian Starcher, came out of the closet last week. 
The character, introduced to viewers in April, will be used to explore and influence public 

reaction to homosexual themes, according to As the World Turns head writer Doug Marland. 
"People have built-in prejudices, and it was important for us to find the characters liking him 

and interacting with him, The young set particularly took to him immediately, because he's fun 
and bright. Now we get to explore everyone's reactions," Marland said. 

Marland said that the character will not be connected with AIDS, but will be a positive portrayal 
of a homosexual: "Many people in our audience are far removed from AIDS, and have 
preconceived, cliched ideas of what a gay man is. I'd like to break that myth." 

"""""~- .. J ~§E~~~~~ 
This is not Marland's first.attempt to present a gay character on television. He told USA Today 

that he had met resistance to introducing "gay overtones" to a stroy line on NBC's The Doctors 
several years ago. 

The Hank character has a committed, long-distance relationship with a lover. 
ABC's primetime Heartbeat has a lesbian character, nurse-practitioner Marilyn MacGrath, and 

ABC soap All My Children had a lesbian psychologist character several years ago. • 
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Helmet of Flesh: Try It On. 

Helmet of Flesh. By Scott Symons. NY: NAL Books, 
1986. $18.95 hardback. 513 pages. 

By JOE MAROHL 
Staff Writer 
Scott Symons must be one of those rare 

birds, a gay writer who is politically aware but 
dares to be perceived as politically incorrect. 

Symons' new novel Helmet of Flesh arrives 
with enthusiastic cover blurbs from Margaret 
Atwood and Northrop Frye and a cover ·mus
tration by Mel Odom that received a nice 
compliment from the check-out clerk in th_e 
bookstore in Atlanta where I purchased the 
book. Furthermore, the novel narrates the 
erotic adventures ("orgasmic odyssey" it's 
called in the book) of one York Mackenzie in 
~orocco in 1971. 

The book is unabashedly erotic. The pre
AIDS setting gives its characters a perfect right 
to be as sexually irresponsible as they please. 
Not to say, however, that the book is simply a 
masturbator's handbook. Its eroticism is intel
ligent, and by and large its theme is comradely 
love and not gay sex. 

Symons does leave himself open for criti
cism on at least two counts. I can see that some 
readers would accuse the book of misogyny 
and internalized homophobia. I, however, do 
not. 

True, the protagonist is not overly fond of 
the "new woman" and seems to put the blame 
on feminism tharhasn't followed through to its 
logical conclusions. 

True, the protagonist holds gay men in 
contempt, who he views as only superficially 
interested in their sexuality and as clownishly 
relinquishing their masculinity in order to he 
amusing at dinner parties. Their mothers' re
venges, he calls them. 

True, the protagonist's point of view in 
these areas seems to mirror the author's own. 

But. An important "but," I think. 
But Symons' criticism of women is less than 

it initially seems. It is a criticism of unrealized 
potential in a movement. It is a criticism of 

/ 

early feminists who misidentified the enemy, 
thinking that all men and all things masculine 
were necessarily hegemonic. 

His critic;ism of gay culture is targetted to its 
blindness to the spiritual and even mystical 
qualities of maleness, whose icon is the cock. 
It is a criticism of the failure of "gay" to mean 
something more than just a sexual preference. 
It is an embrace of magic and sadomasochism 
as components of the homosexual mind. 
Above all, it embraces a concept of the mascu
line mystique. 

I do find flaws in the book's ideology. 
Symons' attitude toward sadomasochism is 
ambivalent. It is presented as a weakness, 
something depraved arid yet it is also the core 
of the novel's most erotic passages. 

By setting most of the book in Morocco, 
Symons presents us with a nearly womanless 
society, which he then, unfortunately, portrays 
as utopian. (Did Atwood really read this 
book?) 

Mackenzie's reminiscences of pastoral 
Newfoundland partly remediate the skewed 
utopia, though, as he presents male couples' 
acceptance and incorporation by the family
oriented heterosexual villagers. 

The book's story and argument are both 
compelling. Symons tackles some difficult is
sues in the novel, including bisexuality, sado
masochism, pedophilia and monogamy, ex
pressing opinions on each that readers are 
certain to find at least partly offensive. A good 
thing. 

The literary style is sometimes a little pre
cious for my tastes - sort of Robertson Davies 
doing Jean Genet, if you can imagine that -
most successful when the result suggests Anne 
Rice. (It's uncharacteristic of me to read further 
when a writer uses the phrase "clatterdiclack
and-booommm" on page one ... twice. Pooh 
bear comes to mind, for some reason.) 

Fortunately, the story and characters are 
engaging, and Symons's stylistic tricks do not 
hinder them in the long run. I recommend you 
read - and discuss! - this novel. • 

} 

... teen sex sting sentencing 
continued from page 1 
been paid by adult men for performing 

sexual acts, Metro detective harry Harris testi
fied in May. 

Juvenile court officials and members of the 
city's victim intervention program discussed 
their response to the case and, when the teen
ager and his mother agreed to their request for 
his participation, the Metro police operation 
got under way. 

The comer of Fatherland and 10th Streets, 
near the fashionable Edgefield section of east 
Nashville, was placed under surveillance by 
police to confirm St. Clair's claims about teen 

prostitution which allegedly flourished in the 
area. 

Detective Ricky Roll testified that Tony St. 
Qair "admitted he had been involved in this 
sort of thing for a long time.• 

Criminal Court Judge Thomas Shriver re
fused in May to rule on motions to drop 
charges against any of the men, continuing the 
hearing until St. Qair's successful completion 
fo an alcohol abuse program at Vanderbilt's 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Unit. 

Caroline St. Clair said last week that her son 
was ready to testify in the 31 cases remaining 
on the court docket. • 
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We're proud lo lntr~ Notices, our new dassnied sectloo. 
All ads run two oonsewtl\le weeks, and oosl $1 O for eiK:11100 

chmers (Including letters, numerals, punctuatloo and spaces) or 
part thereof. 

For example: Up to 100 chmers cost $10 for two weeks, 101 -
200 cllar.ders cost $20 for two weeks, 201-300 cllaraclers oost $30 
tor two weeks, and so 011. 

We reseive the right to edit ads for length, and to rejed any ad. 
Sexually explldl ads will not be aca!pled. 

No ad will be accepted without payment In full In advance: 
Blind drawers are available for Personals tt you do not wish to use 

your own address. Please check the blind drawer space on lhe order 
form, and add $5 for eiK:11 two-week period. We will assign you a 
drawer number. Responses addressed lo a blind drawer will be for
warded to you for four weeks after the last appearance of your ad. 

To respond to an ad using a drawer number, write lo: 
Dan 
Drawer# _ _ 
Box40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Send your ad on the form below with a check or money order for 
the full amount lo: 

a .. 
Box 40422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

Ads received by noon Wednesday will run lhe following Friday. 
Questions? Phone 292:9523 for Information. 

I Announcements 
• Married and gay? Support group forming. 320-0288 
or write MCC/MAGNET, 13115th Ave. N., Nashville, 
TN 37203 

• Gay or lesbian teenagers who would like to meet 
others and are interested in forming a support group in 
Nashvi lie: write Box 158002, Nash vi lie 37215-0082. 
All correspondence held in strictest confidence. 

•Lesbian and gay parents group forming. Information 
phone 292-0817. 

• TIMBERFELL LODGE: 250 acres. Mins, pond. 
Deluxe rooms, sauna, jacuzzi, horseback riding, and 
bunkroom. Write ATTN: DAR, Rt. 11, Box 94A, 
Greeneville, TN 37743 (615) 234-0833. 2 miles off 1-
81 at exit 36. 

• Missed a Dare? Back issues mailed to you (except V1 
#2 and V1 #4) Send $1.50 with name and address to 
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204 

• New: business notes - a 1/32 page notice display ad 
at a special introductory rate. Let the community know 
you're there for pennies per reader. Ann Taylor, Dare 
Advertising Sales Coordinator, 352-5823. 

• The Dare tee is back. $10 plus $2 p&h to Dare Tee, 
Box 40422, Nashville 37204. Spocify L, XL or XXL. 

I Roommates 
• Roommate wanted. LG 3BR house off Woodlawn. 
Nice big yard. Prefer non-smoker. No pets. $1 75 + 1/3 
util. 383-5169. 

• Male roommate wanted to share condo w/2 caring 
ladies looking for responsible, honest person. 833-
1059. 

I Personals 
• Happy Birthday, P. Crumbcakes. 31 'snot so bad. 
Wait Iii 40. Your not-so-secret admirer, Sugar-booger. 

• GWM, attractive, 43, would like to meet same age 
30-50 for friendship/relationship. Like most th ings, 
movies, skating, TV, bowling & having fun, qu iet 
evening at home or dancing. Will answer all. DARE 
DRAWER 15. 

• ARTIST'S MODEL 
BM WM, Muscular physique for sculptor. Send stats & 
pies to DARE DRAWER 16. 

Name. _____________ ________ _ 

Address. _____________________ _ 

Zip Code. __ _ 

Phone (Day) _______ (Evening) _____ _ 

Taylor-made 
advertising. 

Ann Taylor 
Advertising Sales Coordinator 

ffiJ'Ja 
Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

615 352-5823 

September 2-8, 1988 
MURFREESBORO ROAD 
EI.ECfROLYSIS OJNIC 

Permanent Hair Removal 
Free Consultation 

Individual Disposable Probes 

Patricia McCaffrey 
Electrologist, R.E. 

(615) 360-7630 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
Liberation Book Club 

P.O. Box453 
South Norwalk, CT 06856 

The only national 
gay & lesbian book club. 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

Common Woman 
Bookstore 
(402) 464-6309 
Mastercard & Visa 
Mention this ad and we'll pay postage. 

REUEVE PAIN ... RESTORE BAIANCE ... RECOVER HEALTH 
Dr. Deborah Kowalski, Chiropractic Physician 

Dr. Kowalski specializes in women's health concerns: menstrual pain, PMS, 
osteoporosis and fatigue. Drug-free natural health care for: back pain, 

headaches, arm & leg pain and stiff joints 

No charge for initial consultation Sept. 2 thru Oct. 20 
. Conveniently located in Belle Meade 

108 Harding Place 
(at Harding Road next to Humane Society) 

INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
Call 352-1234 

HOURS Mon.-Fri.-9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Sat. & Sun. Emergencies Only 

Do you want a blind drawer number? O Yes. Add $5 per two-week period. O No 

Run this ad for_ 0 2 weeks O 4 weeks O 6 weeks O 8 weeks O 10 weeks O __ weeks 

This ad costs o $10 o $20 O $30 o $40 O $50 for 2 weeks $ __ 

+ blind drawer charge $ 5.00 

+ BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 
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x number of two-week periods 

Please enclose check or money order for total amount, payable to aa,._TotJI cost $._____ ll;■·,:1--+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+--+-+---1 
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