
Special 
Prfde Week 

Issue! 

'Human 
Rights Day' 
proclaimed 

by JEFF EI.US 
Managing Editor 

Despite circumstances which 
could have turned into a circus, local 
planners of Pride Week observances 
in the state's capital city were finally 
able to secure a proclamation from 
Nashville Mayor Bill Boner, desig­
nating Saturday,June 24, as Human 
Rights Day. 

That designation fell short of the 
goal set by lesbian and gay activists 
-a mayoral proclamation naming it 
Gay and Lesbian Pride Day - but 
they nonetheless heralded the proc: 
lamation as an improvement over 
last year's refusal by the mayor's 
office to issue the document. 

"We had talked to representatives 
of the mayor's office, as well as the 
mayor himself, following last year's 
celebration," said Pride Committee 
member Deborah Burks. "We had 
hand-delivered the appropriate 
• continued on page 3 

Jim Grooms poses al Maria, a Greenwich Village bar, around the time of the Stonewall 
Riots. Grooms and his lover Ray Ankrom will speak al Nashville's celebration of Pride Week 
'89 Saturday about the famous riots and their effects on the course of the lesbian and gay civi I 
rights movement. See Memories, page 6. - PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN 

Mayor's AIDS Task Force finally meets 
by SHERRE DRYDEN 

Staff Writer 
reviewing your recommendations,• Boner told the 
group. 

More than 18 months after Nashville Mayor Bill Boner 
promised representatives of the city's gay and lesbian 
community that such a group would be empaneled, the 
Mayo~s Task Force on AIDS finally met June 7. 

Boner, who had been scheduled to preside over the 
meeting, made only a briefappearance. He charged Task 
Force members with establishing policies, procedures 
and educational programs aimed at addressing AIDS and 
AIDS-related ~ues among Metro employees. 

Voicing qmcem, several Task Force members ex­
pressed confusion over their mission. Many reportedly 
had been asked to serve with an understanding that the 
Task Force's scope of influence would include general 
city-wide policy making in addition to educational pro­
grams for Metro employees. 

•we can no longer wait for the Federal government to 
do something [about the AIDS crisis], if they do anything 
at all. I wish you well in your task and look forward to 

After outlining the purposes of the Task Force, Boner 
left to attend to unspecified "budget woes.• The mayor 
then turned the meeting ·over to Frieda Wadley, director 
of the Metropolitan Health Department. 

Jeff Cantor, whom Wadley asked to preside over the 
• continued on page 5 · 

Govemor signs ban on homosexual acts 
byJEPPELUS 

Managing Editor 
Sweeping changes in Tennessee's 

Criminal Code, enacted during the 
1989 session of the state legislature, 
will become law Nov. 1, after Gov. 
Ned McWherter last week aff"ixed his 
signature to the massive document. 

The Governor's signing of the bill 
comes just weeks before the June 30 
National Day of Mourning, planned 
by National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF) and Pittsburgh Cry 
oun, to commemorate the Supreme 
Court's Hardwick v. Bowers deci­
sion. That case challenged the con-

stitutionality of Georgia's sodomy 
law. 

The newly-adopted statute con­
cerning the state's "sodomy law" will 
change the current prohibition 
against "crimes against naturen to a 
specific ban on all homosexual acts. 
Since the crimes against nature stat­
ute has rarely been invoked against 
heterosexual acts, members of the 
Tennessee Sentencing Commission 
(TSC), charged with eliminating 
"archaic language• from the code, 
encouraged legislators to make the 
law more specific if the state is at­
tempting to enforce the ban on 

homosexual acts. 
Changes in the criminal code were 

included in a massive document 
prepared by TSC members. The 
report, issued last fall, was mired in 
controversy from the start. Not only 
did lesbian and gay activists object to 

· its inclusion 0f a ban on homosexual 
acts, but the report also came under 
fire from the state's attorneys gen­
eral, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and the Tennessee Sheriff's 
Association. 

Tennessee's criminal code cur­
rently prescribes a sentence of not 
• continued on page 3 

Nashville Pride Week 
events under way 

from STAFF REPORTS 
Vowing that this year's Pride 

Week celebration will be better than 
last year's, planners of Nashville's 
1989 festivities have slated events 
they hope will attract crowds in 
greater numbers. 

"We expect more people to par­
ticipate this year, " said event coordi­
nator Penny Campbell. "As the date 
nears for the parade, rally and festi­
val, it looks as if we'll have a huge 
tum-out for all the events." 

The Celebrities and Friends Auc­
tion, sponsored by AIDS Southern 
Kentucky (ASK) and Nashville's 
Metropolitan Community Church 
(MCC), drew almost 100 people last 
Saturday night to the Gas Lite 
Lounge to bid on a variety of items 
donated by celebrities and groups. 

More than $2,000 was raised dur­
ing the auction, which served as a 
kick-off for Pride Week festivities. A 
collection of autographed scores 
from gay composer Ned Rorem 
topped the night's bidding, fetching 
almost $200. A collection of photo­
graphs by Ken Haw~e, known for 
his studies of the male nude figure, 
went for around $100. 

Th!! celebrated Christopher 
Makos portrait of Andy Warhol was 
auctioned for $110, while an origi­
nal Wendel cartoon by artist How­
ard Qusc was auct~ for $90. 

The event was coordinated by 
Billy Isaacs of ASK. 

This year's Pride Parade will step 
off Saturday from Fannie Mae Dees 
Park (Dragon Park) at 24th and 
Blakemore at 3 p.m., Campbell said. 
The parade will follow the same 
route as last year's, but marchers will 
circle the Parthenon in Centennial 
Park before heading to the festival 
site at the park's bandshell. 

Renee McCoy, executive director 
of the National Coalition for Black 
Lesbians and Gays will be keynote 
speaker for the rally, set to beginat4 
p.m. Speakers representing the Na­
tional Organization for Women 
(NOW), Nashville CARES, MCC, 
Nashville Youth Network and other 
organizations will also take part. 

The rally, emceed by Deborah 
Burks.andJeffEllis, will open with a 
performance of "Come Out and 
Play," the song written last-year by 
local musician Gerrit Wilson to 
commemorate the event. Also fea­
tured is a joint performance by fe­
male impersonators Monica Munro, 
Dejourc Shountc, Bianca Page, 
Dana Alexander and Shelly Stone, to 
commemorate the role played by 
female impersonators in the 1969 
Stonewall riots. 

At 6 p.m., Olivia Records artist 
Deidre McCalla will be presented in 
concert. The concert, free and open 
to the public, will also take place at 
the bandshell. 

The annual Pride Pknic, to be 
• continued on page 3 
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An offer 
we'e 

proud of. 

Here's your charice to celebrate Pride Week all year long. 
-Subscribe t Dare, and get a second ~ubscription free! 

Reliable news, inf~med opinion, literate revieVvS 
and fascinating features. Everything you need to know about 
lesbians and gay men in the mid-South, in one festive little 

package. And now, buy one, get one free. 
That's something to celebrate about. 

2 subscriptions to Dare, $16 

i~~~~" ~ 
Tennessee's Lesbian and Gay Newsweekly 

-------
0 Please send a gift Slbsaiptioo from me to, 

Name . . . . . .. ... . . . ..... ..... .. . . . .. . . . .. ....... . .... . 

Adctess .. . . . .. ...... . .... . . ..... . .... . .. . ...... . . . . . . 

City . ... ....... .. . . . .. .. . . . State .. . ... . .. . Zip .. 

0 Please send me a Slbscription 

My°Name . . ... . . . . .... . .. ... ... .. . . .... . ... . . ..... . . . • 

Adaess . . . ... • . ... . .. .. . . . . ...... . .. . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . 

City . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . ..•... . . State . .. . . , . . . Zip . ... ... . . . 

Phale (0.,,,,) . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . ...... .. . .. . 

(E-..ming). ....... . •. • ... . • . •.• . . •... . . . .• . • ..• . • 

Signattre . ...... .. . .. ......... ... . . . .... . . . ..... . . ... . 

-------
Enclosed Is a total of -
□ $16 for tv.o Slbsaiptions 

• No Older Of gilt a'der can be 
accepred with:u YOI.R phone 
n..mber rd ~ for w:rifi­
cation. 
• Dare Is mailed in an 
m.oelope. Ots mailing list is 
confiderml. 
• Please send che:d< Of money 
order to, Dare, Box -40422, 
NaslMlle, TN 37204-0422 

Offer good only if postmarked on or before July 7, 1989 
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MEMPHIS specia Events 
Mondays 
Cay Alllmltiv1 Hour Radio show, ~Vl-FM 00, 6-7pm. 
Pli11ni1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonyrro us) Open n-.eting Memohis Lambda Cente, 
8pm. lnlo 901 272-9459. 

Tuesdays 
Pli11ni1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Open meebng. Memphis Lambda Cen1e1. 
5:30 and 8pm. lnlo 901 272-9459. 

Wednesdays 
Ph1111i1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Open n-.ebng. Memphis Lambda Cente1. 
8pm. Info 001 272-9459 

Thursdays 
l'-FIAG (PaIents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Support gIoup. St. John's 
Episcopal Chu 1th, 322 S G1ee1. 1st Thu1sday only. Info 901 761-1444. 
Pli11ni1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Open meeting Memohis Lambda Center. 
5:30pm. Info 901 272-9459. 
Inti, tho Ught (Women's Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda 
Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379 

Fridays 
Ph11nl1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Cente• 
5:30 and 1 Opm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Saturdays 
Twiatad Sisllfs (ACOA) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Cente1. Noon. Into 
901 276-7379. 
Pli11fti1 (Gay Alcoho lics Anonyrro us) Open meeti ng. Memphis Lambda Centei. 
8pm. Info 901 272-9459. 

Sundays 
Agape Now Life Chun:h Sunday School, 9:30am. Worship service, 11am. lnlo 
901276-1 872. 
Nolf Trinity Community Chun:h Worsh ip service, 11am. 1216 Forrest Ave. 
Info 001 726-9443. 
'""' 1111 Ught (Women's Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda 
Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379. 
P1111ni1 (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. 
Spm. lnlo 901 272-9459. 

NASHVILLE 
Mondays 
Gay Ovar .. tars Anonyfflll• Open meeting for lesbian and gay overeaters. 
MCC, 5:30pm. lnlo 615-327-461 4. 
•111v1111 CARES ARC/AIDS Support Group. 6:30pm. lnlo 615-385-1510. 
L•d• Crallfl Closed Alcoholics Anol?(rrous meeting for gay men and 
lesbians. Unitaiian Church. 8pm. 
MAGNET (Married and Gay Network) Support gIoup for married gay men. 1st & 
3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm. Info 615-320-0288. 

Tuesdays 
Nllhvilll CARES HIV• Support G1oup. 6pm. lnlo 615-385-1510. 
Al-Ano■ Closed meeting, "4CC. 6:30pm. 
l'-FIAC MeetinQ al Parents and Friends al Lesbians and Gays, 4th Tuesday 
only. Unitarian Chutch. 7:30pm. Info 61 5-662-0332. 
MTSU Lllmlld• Aaoci11ioo Meeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee 
Stare University students, faculty, staff, and alumni. Murlreesboro. 7pm. Info 615-
890-3787. 
loller Silton (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Closed meeting, MCC. 8pm. 
Gay C1bl1 Netwart Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access Television). 9pm. 

Wednesdays 
Ill A~cts Allonymo• Closed meeting for 'J?.Y men and lesbians. MCC. 
5:30pm. ••1111 CARES Newcomers Group. 6pm. Info 615-385-1510. ea, l'-1s Support Graup Meeting, MCC. 1st Wedresday only. 7pm. Info 
615-831 -2941 or 615-320-0288. 

Thursdays 
,_ Suntivon Allonymo• Closed women's meeting. First Church Unity, 
Franij in P4l . 6:30pm. ••n11 CARES Visualization Group. 7:15pm. lnlo 615-385-1510. 
Alllra~-(Alcoholics Anonyrrous) Closed meeting for lesbians and gay 
men, MCC. 8pm. 
Lalli•• AduH Children of Alcoholia (ACOA) Meeting. Bpm. Info 615-385-
4776 or 615-352-5823. 

F[!days 
. Snlhalie& An1nyma111 Closed meeting, MCC. 5pm. 

Alcaholica Aoanymous Pragram Study Graup Meeting, Belrront United 
Methodist. 7:30 pm. 

Saturdays 
1-S-iwllS Ananymo• Open meeting. First Church Unity, Franklin P4l, 
5:30pm. 
MelrltNltilN Co,wmunity Chun:b Community Dinnei, all yau can eal. 
7:30pm. SS. Info 615-320-0288. 
ea, Calllo N1twarlt Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access Television). 8pm. 

Sundays 
llolnpo~II• Com1111nity Chun:h Worship services, 11am and 7pm. Info 
615-320-0288. 
1-SurvivllS Allanyma• Closed n-.eting. First Church Unily, Franklin 
P4l , 6pm. 

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Write to 
Dare, Box 40422. Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615 
327-Dare and leave a message. Please include information 
about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a contact person's 
name with address and/or phone number for verification. 
Deadline noon Tuesday for publication next Friday. 

Saturday, June 24 
Beach Party In the Smokies. Meet 1 Dam at University 
Center, University of Tennessee K;ioxvil le. Sponsored 
by UT Gay and Lesbian tudent ~ nion Bring lunch 
swimsuit and towels .::ree. Info 6. c-521 -6546. 
Parade ashvil le Pride Week '89 parade. Gather at 2pm 
at Fannie ~ae Dees Pa·k. 24th Ave and Blakemore. 
Nashville. Step-off at 3pm. Route follows Blakemore to 
Natchez Trace to Centennial Park. Info 615-297c4293 
Rally ashville Pride Week '89 rally. Centennial Park 
bandsnell. Nashvi lle. Keynote speaker Renee McCoy ex­
ecutive director, National Coalition for Black Lesbians 
and Gays. Entertainment, rafts. food, local speakers and 
a special awards presentation.Free. 4pm.lnfo 615-297-
4293. 
Concert Nashville Pride Week '89 concert. Olivia 
records artist Deidre McCalla. Centennial Park band­
shell, Nashville. Free. 6pm. Info 61 5-297-4293. 
Pride Prom Wind Beneath My Wings. at Church of the 
Savior, 934 N. Weisgarten Rd, Knoxvil le. Sponsored by 
Metropolitan Community Church/Knoxville. Photo 
booth, $1 .50. Prom, $3/person, $5/couple. Refresh­
ments. Info 615-521-6546. 
River Ride Mississippi River cru ise featuring Joyce 
Cobb benefits Memphis Gay Coalition. $15. Tickets at 
Star Search Video, 1264 Madison, Memphis. Info 901-
324-GAYS. 

Sunday, June 25 
Picnic Metropol itan Community Church/Knoxville 
service and picnic. Concord Park shelter #8, Knoxvi lle. 
Potluck. Free. Noon. Info 615-521-6546 
Picnic Nashville Pride Week '89 picnic. Potluck, bring 
your own beverage. Edwin Warner Park site #10, Nash­
ville. Free. Info 615-297-4293 . 
Benefit Benefit for Nashville A!DS service organiza­
tions. Pre-event Circle of Friends reception with Janis 
Ian, at Cakewalk Restaurant, 3001 West End Ave, Nash­
ville. $150 per person, $250 per couple. Main event For 
Pete's Sake! Janis Ian sings at Slice of Li fe Restaurant, 
1811 Division, Nashvi lle. $25 minimum donation. Info 
615-269-7552. 

Tuesday, June 27 
Film Before Stonewall, at the Book Oasis, Nashville. 
Sponsored by Nashville Pride Week '89. Free, but seating 
limited, reservations suggested. 7pm and 9pm. Info 61 5-
292-7100. 

Sunday, July 9 
Book Circle Feminist Book Circle discussion of Carol 
Gilligan's Ina Different Voice. First Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd. Nashville. 5pm-7pm. 
Free. 
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.•. 'Human Rights Day' 
• continued from page 1 to his feeling that one group should not be 

doruments at least three weeks before the singled out. Leesaidthemayorconsideredles-
proclamation was due to be issued.• bian and gay rights a human rights issue. 

According to Burks, an answer to the re- However, after the proclamation was finally 
quest for a proclamation was expected Mon- · issued, a glaring error was discovered: the year 
day, June 12. However, mayoral aides told was wrong. Instead of June 24, 1989, the date 
Committee members readJune 24, 1988. 
tben that a decision 
would not be made 
until Friday, June 16. 

"We appeared at 
the mayor's office at 8 
a.m. last Friday and 
asked to see Julius 
Sloss, Boner's official 
liaisop to the gay and 
lesbian community. 
He assured us we 
would have an an­
swer that morning," 
Burks said. 

Committee mem­
ber Laura Tek re­
turned to the 
mayor's. office Mon­
day to have the 
document cor­
rected. 

"When Julius saw 
me, he said, 'How 
did the celebration 
go Saturday?' I ex­
plained to him that it 
was set for the fol­
lowing Saturday and 
he seemed quite sur­
prised," Tek said. 

O rganizers had 
planned a press con­
ference for noon had 
the mayor refused to 
issue the proclama­
tion. That press con­
ference could have 

Nashville Mayor Bill Boner's order proclaiming 
"Human Rights Day: 

Tek pointed out 
the errors in the 
document's word­
ing and asked Sloss 
to make the correc-

turned into a circus. 
During the press conference, organizers 

planned to distribute copies ofa Nashville Ten­
nessean photograph showing Boner issuing a 
proclamation to a bear from the Shoney's Cir­
cus, a promotional event for the Nashville­
based restaurant chain. 

Plans had been made for the press confer­
ence to include people dressed as clowns and 
other circus performers in order to point out 
the mayor's normal procedure of issuing proc­
lamations to groups who request them. 

"We finally got an-answer around 10 a.m., 
but the original draft of the proclamation was 
not acceptable,• Burks said. 

Penny Campbell, coordinator of Pride 
events, met further with Sloss and mayoral 
press aide Tom Lee to work out compromises 
on the wording of the proclamation. 

Lee explained that Boner's reluctance to 
proclaim Gay and Lesbian Pride Day was due 

lions. 
"He asked me to wait while he took care of 

it. In about 20 minutes, he was back with a new 
proclamation that had been signed by the 
mayor,• Tek said. "What we got is what was · 
agreed upon during last Friday's meeting." 

"I guess I wanted to be excited about getting 
the proclamation, but it wasn't gqod enough to 
excite me," Burks said. "I was disappointed 
that he (Boner) still refused to declare Satur­
day, June 24, as Gay and Lesbian Pride Day.• 

Last year, the mayor's office refused to issue 
a proclamation. During a meeting with leaders 
of the lesbian and gay community, Boner 
placed blame for the lack o f a proclamation on 
the inefficiency of his staff. He assured ,the 

. community leaders that this year an answer 
would be forthcoming. 

"I can't tell you now what that answer will 
be, but you will get an answer. I'll be straight 
with you,n Boner said. • 

... Nashville Pride under way 
• continued from page 1 Slice of Life Restaurant for persons making a 

held at Edwin Warner Park Picnic Site 10, is 
set for Sunday, June 25 at 1 p.m. 

Later that evening, a benefit for Nashville's 
AIDS services organizations - "For Pete's 
Sake" - will feature a performance by noted 
singer Janis Ian. 

The 7 p.m. performance will be held at the 

minimum $25 donation. 
A portion of the NAMES Project National 

AIDS Quilt will be displayedMonday,June 26-
Sunday,July 9, at Vanderbilt University's Ben­
ton Chapel. Hours are 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Monday 
through Friday; 10 a .m.-6 p.m., Saturday; and 
noon-6 p .m., Sunday. • 

... governor signs_ criminal code revisions 
• continued from page 1 

less than five years and not more than 15 
years for those convicted of committing a 
crime against nature. 

When the new law goes into effect Nov. 1, 
the new statute will remove penalties for 
heterosexual acts and reduce homosexual 
crimes against nature to a Class C misde­
meanor, carrying a sentence of not more than 
30 days and/ or a fine of $25. Tennessee joins 
five other states which specifically classify 
homosexual acts as criminal. 

Homosexual acts are misdemeanors in 
Texas, Arkansas and Kansas . Montana and 
Nevada statutes classify such acts as felonies. 
More than half of the United States classify 
sodomy or crimes against nature - either 

homosexual or heterosexual - as felonies. 
Sources on Capitol Hill earlier had told Dare 

that some legislators were willing to strike the 
sodomy statute from the code. However, fol­
lowing · a marathon session last month to 
hammer out final compromises in the bill, the 
ban on homosexual acts remained intact. 

Advance, the political action committee of 
the Tenness~e Gay and Lesbian Alliance (T­
GALA) had lobbied legislators throughout 
their 1989 session to make changes in the 
proposed revisions. 

Members of the state senate and house of 
representatives , after much debate on the vari­
ous points of the bill, gave their approval just 
prior to the adjournment of their 1989 legisla-
tive session. • 

• Unique designs by our award-winning designers 
• Balloon bouquets • Fruit and gourmet baskets 

• We deliver everywhere 
. _d1!w); • Credit cards honored by phone 

zoo (615) 833-8555 
• 4825 Trousdale (at Blackman), Nashville 

Sanctuary* 
When life gets a little too 

hectic, there's nothing more 
relaxing than a good book. We 
have a great selection in all 
three stores. And, we invite 
you to take your time while 
you;re choosing the books you 
want. Browse at your leisure. 

The next time you need sane, 

tuary, come to Mills. We're 
even open nights and Sunday 
afternoons. And you can 
charge three ways - bank cards, 
American Express, or a Mills 
charge account. 

*Sanctuary. By William 
Faulkner, Random House. 

Mazyl/J 'J./..asfwilu o (jru,.t '}!(au to '.l(Jati 

Mills Book Stores 
Hillsboro Village Belle Meade Plaza 

615 383-5520 615 383-7002 

Si.nee 1892 - 9{,_a.sf,:vifk s fol£ service oooQtore.s. 

TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR GARDEN. 
You put a lot of hard work into making your lawn and garden the best 

they con be. At Botonica, we understand the pride you take in your 
labor of love. We carry the very best in gardening tools and supplies as well 

as the healthiest and most unusual plants to help you make your garden 
something you can be proud of . 

>&- Andre Viette perennials 
• >&- Gilbertie herbs 
>&- Unusual annuals 

>&- Imported tools and accessories 
>&- Gorden d~sign and consultation 

>&- Nashville's exclusive dealer of Soleri bells 

I 
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t=arlends 
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Fresh flowers for the Pride Celebration 
- from sing le stems to full bouquets. 

Stop In before the parade. 

Around the corner from L & N Seafood 
Park Place, 2817 West End Avenue· 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 321 -5969 

. reviewed by JEFF EWS 
Managing Editor 

n~s FUNNY, it's entertaining and it's a hell measure up lo the scripted lunacy. Of course 
of a bargain. It is 7be AO New Avanle Garage, that depends, in large part, on the audience's 
an uproarious nighlofinvenlive improvisation participation. Unfortunately, on Dares night 
andscalhinglywillysketchesperformedbysix ~ oul, the audience was full of dweebs with 
very talented performers. 

And any show in which the theme from 7be 
Patty Duke Show is performed rates a big 
thumbs up in my book. 

Presented by Rave Re~es al their new 
home, llackslage at the Barn (located at 
Chaffin's Darn Dinner Theatre west of Nash­
ville on Highway 100), AvanteGarage is back 
after several months spent retooling and recu­
•pcrating from their long run at the Capitol Park 
Inn. But it was well worth the wait. 

The six-member company, under the direc­
tion of Michael Bouson (who does double 
duty as one of the performers), performs with 
a gusto and fervor that are sadly lacking in 
many productions. They approach their mate­
rial with a zealous lunacy, infecting the audi­
ence with their zany antics and leaving them 
begging for more. 

lheir characters - who range from a Shiite 
image consultant (who advises Mayor Bill 
Doner to "stop fooling around with blonde 
bimbos, but introduce them as your body­
guards.") to a Ramada lnn-Opryland lounge 
singer (who sings "I Love My Dog More Every 
Day (When I Think of the Men I've Loved)")­
arc inventive and imaginative, a wacky sam­
pling of Nashville personalities. The · cast's 
scripted sketches are superbly wriuen and 
expertly performed. 

But the improvisational sketches for which 
Avanle Garage has long been noted don't 

lame, uninspired suggestions. 
Nevertheless, the premises of the improvs 

are imaginative and clever, thanks to Bouson 
and co-writer Joe Correll. Let's face it, you 
know you're in for a good time when you see 
a program listing for "Metro Opera Company" 
(which enables the company to present an 
improv opera for three characters during each 
performance) and "Give My Regards to Broad­
way• (an improv musical comedy). 

The night's entertainment shifts into high 
gear with the two-part soap opera parody 
"Chickering Heights," a tongue-in-cheek look 
al Nashville socialites, featuring biting charac­
terizations such as Tish Fliigelhorn (who's 
married to Hong Kong Philharmonic maestro 
Kenneth Aiigelhorn) and her sister Martha 
Chin (who, with her husband Leslie Chin, 
founded Chinwood). Despite the horrors of 
serving cold duck at the Swan Ball ("What will 
Catherine Darnell say?" is the tag line for many 
of the jokes here), Tish and Martha are even 
more aghast at the idea of Martha's daughter 
dating a waiterfrom the Bellevue Pizza Hut. It's 
truly inspired stuff that wags a wickedly funny 
finger al Nashville's stuffy social set. 

Martha Gabel, as Tish, and Karen Mundy, as 
Martha, are wonderful as the two sisters and 
are ably supported by Su Hyatt (as the daugh­
ter), William Hood (as ' Martha's son Cleft), 
Bouson (as Leslie Chin) and Correll (as the 
• continued on page 13 
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Steel Magnolias 
reviewed by JEFF EWS 

Managing Editor 
CHICAGO- Robert Harling's Steel Magno­

lias is a sweet, endearing portrait of Southern 
women, their strengths and weaknesses, their 

· humor and grit. . 
In the production running since last Novem­

ber at Chicago's Royal-George Theatre, Steel 
Magnolias last week brought a new cast on 
board to play the six appealing women to 
which the title refers. 

The play is as naturally and unapologetically 
Southern as any work of litera­
ture to ever come from this 
region . It's a down-home 
good time that features six 
women who are brought to­
gether each-· Saturday al a 
neighborhood ·beauty shop 
(conveniently located in the 
converted carport of Truvy, a 
beautician who firmly be­
lieves there's no such thing as 
natural beauty: "Look at me! I 
have to work at looking this 
good.") Over the play's 
course, which spans almost 
three years in the women's lives, we get to 
know them, laughing at their jokes, ·empathiz­
ing with their vulnerabilities, reveling in their 
joy and crying in their despair. 

As we come to Know the women, more of 
their backgrounds and characters becomes 

apparent. Harling's characters are not stere­
otypical, nor are they caricatures. Instead, they 
are like the women in your hometown. These 
are not the aristocratic Southern belles of old: 
these are "real" Southern women - strong, 
earthy and vibrant, radiating a sense of self­
sufficiency and survival. 

Although they appear, upon casual obser­
vation, to be nothing more than lovely blos­
soms they reveal themselves to be strong­

willed and forthright - in 
eveiy way, the steel magno­
lias o l the play's title. 

Playwright Harling writes 
in a knowing manner, with an 
instinctive, perhaps intuitive, 
rhythm. His characters talk 
like Southerners, about things 
you would expect to hear at 
the beauty shop on Saturday 
morning. They exhibit an 
almost heart-wrenching con­
cern and love for one another 
while maintaining a respect 
for privacy . 

There is Truvy, the beautician, whose twin 
sons (Louie and Poot - yes, Poot, you read it 
right) are giving her worries and whose hus­
band ("That slug who's been in front of the 1V 
since he converted this carport so I could 
• continued on page 13 
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National Day of Mourning set 
Commemorates Hardwick ruling 

byIAURATEK 
Contributing Writer 

On June 30, 1986, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in Bowers v. Hardwick that Americans 
have no constitutional right to engage in con­
sensual sexual relations with members of the 
same sex, even in their own homes. 

That decision has not only made it more 
difficult for homosexuals to°"achieve social and 
sexual equality, but tt is being cited in more 
andmorecasestochipawayatthehard-fought 
gay-rights gains of the last two decades. 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGL TF), along with Cry OUT!, a Philadelphia 
gay and lesbian activist group, have joined to 
designate next Friday, June 30, as a National 
Day of Mourning for the Right to Privacy. 

Sue Hyde, head of NGL TF's Privacy Project 
and an organizer of the event, said that "public 
awareness of this decision and .its effect on us 
all must be greatly increased. Because of this 
decision, 25 states and the District of Columbia 
are still allowed to classify us as criminals. We 
are urging all cities to join the already fifteen 
others across the country to commit to activi­
ties in observance of the Bowers decision.• 

Kansas City is one of the participating cities. 
The Pink Triangle Coalition will sponsor a 
petition drive and an informational mailing to 
all state legislators. 

St. Louis groups will "bury the right to pri­
vacy• and hold a candlelight vigil afterwards at 
the city courthouse. 

Botharecitiesinastate-Missouri-where . 
the maximum prison sentence for those con­
victed of sodomy is 20 years. Richmond, Vir­
ginia, will also participate. Activists there will 
stage a die-in in front of the state legislature 
building. 

Perhaps the largest observance will be At­

lanta's. Jeffrey Loyman, chair of the Metro 
Atlanta Council of Gay.and Lesbian Organiza­
tion (MACGLO), an umbrella group of over 80 
different local organizations, has planned a 
national press conference June 30. 

Atlanta's observance is especially significant 
because it was in Atlanta where Michael Hard­
wick was first convicted of sodomy. And it is 
here again that the city finds itself in a similar 
controversy, only this time the one convicted is 
a heterosexual man who performed cunnilin­
gus on his wife. 

John Doe, a Georgia resident and father of 
two, is now serving a five-year prison sen­
tence, the minimum mandated by state law. 

Civil-rights activists call the facts of the case 
"chilling.• Doe had filed for divorce from his 
wife. Both sought custody of their two small 
children. Doe alleged that his wife was "a 
philanderer" who neglected their children and 
was, in his opinion, an unfit mother. His wife 
countersued and testified that, during the 
marriage, Doe had committed sodomy on her. 

Doe, relying on Georgia Attorney General 
Michael Bowers' promise that the sodomy 
statute would not be used against heterosexu­
als within the confines of marriage, did not 
refute the charge. Bowers never formal ly 
charged Doe with violating the sodomy law. 

However, the judge who was hearing the 
case, instructed the jury on the sodomy charge. 

Ison told the jury that, under Georgia's 
sodomy law, Doe was an unconvicted felon . 
Subsequently, the jury found him guilty. 

Doe lost custody of his children and was 
then sentenced to five years in the state peni­
tentiary, two of which must be served before 
he is eligible for parole. 

In prison since February, 1988, Doe has 
convinced the ACLU to take his case. Attorneys 
will look to Bowers' statement that sodomy 
within the confines of marriage is permissable, 
as the basis for their argument. 

The Tennessee legislature has changed the 
state's criminal code, specifically dealing with • 
sodomy laws. On Nov. 1, consensual sodomy 
sodomy will be classified as a Class C misde­
meanor, carrying a maximum sentence of 30 
days and/or a $25 fine. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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T PRIDE GUIDE Nashville Pride Week '89 

Saturday, June 17 
TART AUCTION 
6:30 p.m. Sale and Exhibition 
7:30 p.m. Auction 

Gas Lite Lounge, 167-1/2 Eighth Avenue North 
Information .1t 615 320-0288 

Monday, June 19 
T LECTURE 
8:00 p.m. John D'Emilio, co-author of Intimate Matters: A History of 

Sexuality in America. Vanderbilt Furman Hall 114 
Information 1t 615 32 7 -4614 

Saturday, June 24 
T PARADE, RALLY and CONCERT 
2:00 p.m. Parade Line-up 

Fannie Mae Dees Park, 24th Ave South and Blakemore 
3:00 p.m: Parade Step-off 
4:00 p.m. Rally, Centennial Park Bandshell 

Keynote speaker Renee McCoy, Executive Director 
National Coalition for Black Lesbians and Gays 

6:00 p.m. Outdoor Concert, Centennial Park Bandshell 
Deidre Mccalla 

Information 1t 615 297-4293 

Sunday, June 25 
T PRIDE PICNIC 
1 :00 p.m. Potluck and BYOBeverage 

Edwin Warner Park Site #10 

T FOR PETE'S SAKE 

Loyman said that all the major news organi­
zations are expected. Speakers slated include 
Loyman, Hyde, Nan Hunter (director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union's Lesbian and 
Gay Rights Project) and Judd Herndon of At­
lanta's ACLU. A candlelight vigil will follow the 
press conference. 

"This does not mean that we cannot join 
others across the country in their fight to repeal 
their oppressive statutes,• Hyde said. "I praise 
this reduction but the downside is that the 
statute has been narrowed down to homosex­
ual behavior only. This makes Tennessee one 
of only seven states to criminalize, therefore 
stigmatizing, homosexual sodomy.• • • Benefit for Nashvi lle AIDS service organizations 

.. ~mayor's AIDS Task Force 
• continued from page 1 

meeting, found a consensus among mem­
bers that Boner's executive order should re­
flect the group's conviction that its findings 
and recommendations would affect policies 
outside as well as within Metro government. 

Cantor, a staff physician at St. Thomas Hos­
pital and a former Public Health Investigator 
for the Centers for Disease Control in San 
Francisco, noted that Nashville is one of the 
few cities of its size in the nation without a phy­
sician·specializing in the treatment of AIDS pa­
tients and declared that securing an AIDS 
specialist will be a top priority for the city. 

The group also will review proposed addi­
tions to the Metro employee handbook which 
address concerns about AIDS. The additions 
were prepared by Metro's Legal Department, 
with assistance from Gene Copello, Vanderbilt 
. \IDS Project director. 

The Task Force was convened by Julius 
Sloss, Boner's official liaison to Nashville's gay 
and lesbian community. Membership reflects 

the diversity of interests and expertise gay and 
lesbian lobbyists have long demanded, includ­
ing AIDS service and education providers, 
private and city-employed physicians, attor- . 
neys, a city council member and a representa­
tive from the Tennessee Gay and Lesbian Alli­
ance CT-GALA). 

The Task Force formed three subcommit­
tees. Members of the Education subcommittee 
include: Copello, Sandee Potter (executive 
director of Nashville CARES), Carole Cunning­
ham CT-GALA), Fred aoud (Metro Human 
Rights Commission) and Bill Moynihan (Metro 
Social Services). 

Legal subcommittee members include M:ke 
Safley (Metro Legal Department), Joe Clinard 
(Metro Insurance and Safety), Jim Luther 
(Metro Employee Benefit Board), Ashley Wilt­
shire (Legal Services of Middle Tennessee) and 
Metro council member Stewart Clifton . 

Direct Services subcommittee members 
include Wadley, David Gregory (a physician), 
and Iris Cozil (Alive Hospice). • 

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Pre-event "Circle of Friends" reception with Janis Ian, 
Cakewalk Restaurant 
$150 per person, $250 per couple 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Janis Ian Sings, Slice of Life Restaurant 
$25 minimum donation 

Information and reservations 1t 615 269-7552 

Monday, June 26 - Sunday, July 9 
T NAMES PROJECT QUILT 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. -=-6:00 p.m. Sunday Noon- 6:00 p.m. 

Benton Chapel, Vanderbilt University 
Information 1t 6·15 386-9211 or 61 5 269-7 552 

Tuesday, June 27 
TFILM 
7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Before Stonewall. The Book Oasis. Space limited, 

reservatio•ns suggested. 
Information 1t 615 292-7100 

T Pride Week '89 needs volunteers: coordinators, security, stage crew, sales, 
promotion and much more. Please join us at our weekly planning meetings, 
Sundays at 1 :00 p.m. 
To volunteer or just to find out more, phone 1r 615 297-4293. 

••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 



- JUNE IS-II, 1118 

.MEMOR- IES 
Renie,nbering the · Tinies 

11aJ Alllkranl, photographed on the Esplanade ai Brookly Heights, New 
York, in September of 1971. --:- PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN 

11 SUDER ~OP 1%9 I was nine 

ears old and preparing for my first trip 
· summer camp: Even though I wore 

by DEBORAH 
BURKS 

· SWf Writer 

bellbottoms _and made peace signs at 
passing cars, I was generally .unaware of 
the social changes happening around the 
country as a result of the •60s move­
ments". One thing is for certain: I knew 
nothing of the event happening that June 
in New York City which fundamentally 
shaped the current gay and lesbian civil 
rights movement. 

Only in the past few years have I 
learned about the importance of that 
night at the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in 
New York City's Greenwich Village, 
when customers refused to endure po­
lice harassment and fought back. As we 
prepare to celebrate gay and lest:hn 
pride week and commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the riots at Stonewall, I've 
found that there are those who have 
memories of 1969 which are much differ­
ent than my own. Nashvillians Jim • 
Grooms and Ray Ankrom are two such 
people whose memorles of that year 
fortunately include Stonewall and not 
Camp Neyati. 

Grooms, a costume designer for Nash­
ville BaHet, was actually at the Stonewall 
Inn the night the riots occured. He had 
been living in New York City and work­
ing in theatre since the ear y 60s. 

"There weren't many bars back -then, 
particularly dance bars. You ·couldn't 
dance. It was against the law for same sex 

couples to dance,• he recalled. "Cherry 
Lane had one bar. You went in the front 
and into a back room to dance. If the 
lights came on, everybody ran and sat 
down. Barbra Streisand was a hat check 
girl there when I first went in 1959.• 

Grooms described Stonewall Inn as a 
. •crui5c: bar" and explained th_at although 

it was not a show bar, drag queens were 
always there. He remembers that going 
to bars in those days included a real risk 
of being harassed or arrested. 

•Everybody was getting so tired of 
going to bars and not knowing if there 
would be a raid or if the person sitting 
next to you was a plain clothes police­
man. You could even get picked up by 
the cops on the street: Jim says. "The 
,.;olice harassment had been growing. 
The week before the riots, there had 
been a raid at the bar. One boy jumped 
out the window to avoid being arrested 
and landed on a spike fence.• 

Grooms · said his recollection of the 
actual night of the riots is "vague" be­
cause he had drunk too much. alcohol. 

"I was drunk. We tiad started drinking 
in the afternoon - that's the way we 
lived in those days," explained Grooms, 
who then went on with his story. • A 
friend had a fight with his ldver. It 
seemed like a good fight night. One of 
thedragqueenshadafightwithherlover 
and I think that's what got the drag 
queens involved.• 

"11IE POLICE MADE TWO raids that 
night. They came and took out some kids 
and then came back again later. When 
they returned and started pushing and 
getting rough, the fighting started. For a 
long time, the door was blocked because 
the gays wouldn't let the police out.• 

•Everybody was pushing and scream­
ing. Drag queens were clawing.· A few 
people around me were hit. Things were 
also happening outside the bar. A park­
ing meter was ripped up and thrown 
through the window. It was crazy.• 

Grooms said his main fear that night · 
was that he would be arrested. He was 

Ray Ankrom (left) and 
Jim Grooma in a recent 
photo. - PHOTOGRAPHER 

UNKNOWN 

not and after finally being able to get out 
of the bar a day and a half later, he re­
turned to his "uptown, piss-elegant• 
circle of friends without really realizing 
what he had witnessed . 

energetic and growing. I grew up a con­
servative farm boy_ and I was letting my 
wild oats fly," says Ankrom. "i. was ,n­

vited to the first public gay dance eve• 
held in New York. It was at Columbia 

"At that_ time I gidn't know the signifi- University and a few hundred people a t­
cance of Stonewall . I thought it was just tended. Not iong after that, they started 
another raid but one with a lot of anger," having them at NYU [New York Univer­
he says. "It wasn't until a lover and I sity] with thousands attending. 
started a newspaper in the 70s called Gay "Things started mushrooming in terms 
Chicago that I realized the importance of · of diversity and volume of events. I re­
Stonewall . • member one night someone got up and 

GROOMS'S LOVERofl 1 years died in announced that the Black Panthers en­
October of 1969. }ie left New York and dorsed the gay liberation movement. 
returned to Tennessee . Everybody cheered. That statememt 

Grooms and his current lover, Ray made us feel like there really was such a 
Ankrom, share memories of the S~one- movement. • 
wallera.Ankrom'sstoryofStonewalland Ankrom recalls the formation of such 
gay life in New York City picks up where groups as the Gay Activists Alliance and 
Grooms's ended, in the years immedi- the start of New York City's gay commu­
ately following Stonewall. nity center. But even with so much or-

Ankrom, a self-described hippie musi- gan·izing and apparent progress oc­
•cian, had been traveling around the 'curing,life·wasfarfromeasyformostgay 
country in the late·60s, participating in men and lesbians. 
demonstrations and playing music. • · -You still had to be careful. You never 

·•1 was living in Indianapolis in 1969 new when you'd be bashed. People 
and I heard about Stonewall that sum- were, of course; afraid of losing there 
mer,butbeingahippie,Iwasmuchmore - jobs.The fight was · not over by any 
interested in Woodstock and such," he means. ·it was .really just beginning," he 
recalled. said. 

Ray visited_friends in New York City GROOMS AND ANKROM both rec-
and decided to mov,e there. That was July ognize how far the gay and lesbian rights 
4, 1970, just over a year after Stonewall. movement has come since Stonewall. 
He spent the next 2 and a half years in But they also see shortcomings in it. 
New York, eventually living just a half "One thing I see is that our movement 
block from the Stonewall Inn which was lacks unity,• Grooms said. "In the 70s we 
closed by ihen. His stay in the city pro- had Anita Bryant to unite against. There 
vide the opportunity for Ankrom to ob- were actually people in the community 
serve the changes that occured in the gay who paid to keep her alive. AIDS is bring-
community following Stonewall. mg us together to some extent now." 

"My experience with the birth of the Ankrom feels that lack of unity is also 
gay rights movement involved my being a problem but also believes the move­

ment is not inclusive enough. 
"I'm glad.so many younger people are 

involved in the movement but we often 
forget about older gays and lesbians ," 
says Ray. "Often they must return to the 
closet for financial reasons. We need to 
address issues that concern them so they 
dot 't disappear from our movement '· 

When asked if it feels like 20 years 
have passed since Stonewall, both ac­
knowledge that it has been experemce 
and not time that has made a difference in 
their lives. 

"It just seems like another life to me. 
When I left New York, I left another life 
behind. But I'm gald I was a part of what 
was happening then," Grooms con­
cluded. 

I know what he means . 

Jla Grooal, photographed in the mid-1960s for his dance resum~. - PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN 

Summer camp now seems like another 
life to me. Fortunately, the riots at Stone­
wall have had a larger impact on my life 
than participating in all those campfire 
singalongs. I'm glad 1'11 .. be celebrating 
-Pride Day this Saturday rather than toast­

ing ~hm;d!o!"s. • 
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by DEBORAH BURKS 
Staff Writer 

BARBARA SAVAGE IS ONE of the few 
Nashville natives I know. She owns and oper­
ates Too Tired To Cook, an in-home cooking 
and catering service. Savage has always im­
pressed me with consisently being herself, no 
matter who she 's with or where she is. 

And this woman gets around. In my travels, 
whether to San Francisco, Chicago or 
Murfreesboro, I invariably encounter some­
one who .knows Bar­
bara Savage. It's an 
amazing phenomenon 
but then, she's no ordi­
nary person. 

How is it that you know 
so many people? 

I've worked for the 
last 8 years coordinat­
ing kitchens at both the 
Southern and West 
Coast Women's Music 
Festivals and have 
made a lot of fr iends 
there. I travel a lot, vis­
iting these friends and 
seeing the country. 
But, basically, I'"'l not 
afraid of talking to 
people and being my­
self. That opens me up 
to a lot of people. I'm 
really fascinated with 
people so it's something I enjoy doing. 

Tell me your coming out story. 
I don'tthink I really have one - I've always 

been an out dyke. 

Even when you were 
growing up? 

community here in Nashville compare? 
People here are too afraid to stand up and 

say what they beleive in. And, when they do, 
they don't say it in a way that people listen. I 
don't think these [things) have to do with the 
fact that it's the South. Nashville's a small com­
munity and people tend to judge each other 
rather than accepting. 

There's a lot of energy here now. The March 

on Washington got everybody excited. The 
formatioll ofT-GALA [the Tennessee Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance] has been really important 
for putting out information and letting others 
know that lesbians and gays exist this city. 

For the community 
here to get strong, 

Yes. I had a girl­
friend -in high school 
and everyone who 
wanted to know about 
me, did. Even my prin­
cipal knew. I wrote a 
letter to my girlfriend 
and her parents read it 
and gave it to the prin­
cipal. Nothing really 
happened. 

Basically, 
each person needs to 
accept not only them­
selves but other 
poeple for what they 
are. Supporting each 
other is really irnpor-

I,m not afraid 
of talking to people 
and being myself. tant. 

The first time I re­
member being at­
tracted to a girl was in 
the second grade. 
God, I can still remem­
ber what she looked 
like. 

That opens me 
up toa lot of 

people. rm really 
f asdnated with 

people so it's 
something I 
enjoy doing. 

What's been the best 
thing to happen to you 
in the past few years? 

I · suppose finding 
out.who I am and real­
izing that my dreams 
can come true. One of 
those has been getting 
into a commited rela­
tionship. Hey, stable 
lesbian relationships 
do exist. 

Many gay me~ and las- . 
bians have a difficult time accepting themselves 
but you always seem comfortable with who you 
are. How do you do it? 

I'm content with who I am. My sexuality is 
one aspect of myself that I'm very comfortable 
with and pr~md of. I accept and 1 ike myself. If 
I didn't , I couldn't be happy .. It can take time 
and work to do this, given all the negative stuff 
people say about us. 

You've observed gay and lesbian communities 
in most cities in the country. How does our 

What does celebrating pride mean to you? 
Being as proud of my life as I can be. When 

I think of pride, I think of a peacock strutting 
around with its feathers spread out aoo its 
colors shining. But I guess I've got my feathers 
spread all the time anyway: Loving women is 

the best thing to happen to me and I'm not 
ashamed to say so. · 

Pride Week is also an awareness time for 
everybody. Issues get talked about. People 
come out. We have fun. It's not a regular kind 
ofweek. • 

♦ Avoid 
the rush. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

· Dare is pleased to announce our second smash-hit 
tee shirt, just in time for Pride Week '89. If you missed 

out last year, you 'ii want to line up early for this year's limited 
edition, all-cotton tee. 

We'll unveil the latest rage at Nashville Pride Parade 
Saturday, June 24r and you can get one at the rally following. 

Just don't wait around too long. 
A steal at $8. 

7 



by SHERRE DRYDEN 
Bookfdiior 

N 11IE PRE-DAWN hours of June 28, 
1969, a crowd or'200 was packed into 
the Stonewall Inn, at 53 Christopher 

Street in New York City. 
The Stonewall, rumored to be con­

trolled by the Mafia, was on the site of a 
burned-out straight bar which had stood 
empty for almost a year before the new 
management painted the ruins black and 
opened a gay bar. It had one exit. Some 
people said its seldom-washed glasses 
had been the source of one of the city's 
hepatitis outbreaks. 

For $3.00, customers could stay inside 
all night Many were under 18, the legal 
drinking age in New York then. Many 
were street people or drag queens. For 
some, the Stonewallwas the only alterna­
tive to sleeping in a doorway, or getting 
arrested for vagrancy. 

June 27 hadn't been much different 
than any other Friday night in New York, · 
although Judy Garland had been buried 
earlier in the day (the older male homo­
sexual elite, sunning at Cherry Grove, 
had flown their flags at half-staff and 
mourned decorously) and there was a 
full moon. 

The "Love Theme• from Romeo and 
Juliet had just replaced the Beatles' "Get 
Back" as the number one song in the 
country; Donovan's • Atlantis" and the 
5th Dimension's • Aquarius/Let the Sun­
shine In" were still in the top forty. Tbe 
Killing of Sister George was playing at 
movie houses all over town and Obi Cal­
cutta! had just opened off Broadway. 
Tbe Boys tn the Band was continuing a 
503-performance run. 

Fighting back 
Police raids of gay bars were common. 

In June alone, five New York City gay 
bars had been raided. Customers usually 
cooperated with the police, leaving the 
scene quietly, happy to h~ve escaped. 

On June 28, the Stonewall Inn's cus­
tomers didn't slink away. 

Al the Stonewall the lights are dim and 
dance music pounds from the jukebox. 
Many of the dancers and drinkers-some 

(ml 

RIOT 
~Tbe story of the Stonewall Riots 
women, but mostly men-are high on pot 
or acid or speed. Some have the long hair 
and unconventional clothes of hippies. 
Some are the flamboyant cross-dressers 
called "street queens." The evening has 
just begun. 

Some time between midnight and 2:00 
a.m ., deputy inspector Seymour Pine of the 
New York City Police Public Morals Section 
arrives at the Stonewall with seven other 
plain clothes officers (five men, two 
women) and a warrant charging that liquor 
is being sold without a license. 

Stonewall Inn employees will be ar­
rested. Customers who cannot produce 
identification and those suspected of cross 
dressing will be taken to the station for 
questioning. Officers stand at the door, 
releasing people one by one. 

With little to lose, stoned and in high 
spirits, customers ejected from the bar 
gather on the other side of Christopher 
Street to wait for their friends. People 
passing stop to ask what's going on. Others 
hear the shouts and applause and come to 
Investigate. Most of them join the crowd. 

Reporter Lucian Truscott came to watch 
from the offices of the Vi/lag, Voic,, fifty 
yards away: "Cheers would go up as favor­
ites would emerge from the door, strike a 
pose, anil swish by the detective with a 
'Hello there, fella.' The stars were in their 
element. Wrists were limp, hair was 
primped, and reactions to the applause 
were classic." 

The mood of the crowd, which police es­
timated at 400 and an eyewitness writing 
in the underground paper Rat said was 
more like 1500, will not remain festive. 

When the police wagon arrives and 
people, some In full drag, begin to be 
loaded inside, police are greeted with boos 
and catcalls. Spectators threaten to rush 
the wagon. Police order them to move 
back. Someone, maybe a woman, refuses 
to get in. 

Pine tells the drivers of the wagon and 
three police cars to leave with the prison­
ers. "Huny back," he says, "Just drop them 
at the Sixth Precinct and huny back." The 
crowd explodes. 

The police, pushed against the door, 
lock themselves inside the bar. The crowd 
throws coins, bottles, rocks, eventually 
breaking open the door. One of the officers, 
rushing to shut it, is. cut under the eye. 
Police drag someone from the crowd into 
the bar, accusing him of throwing whatever 
cut the officer. They slap him around, 
punch him in the mouth, handcuff him. 

Someone outside uproots a parking 
meter to use asa battering ram againstthe 
bar door. Police try to use the bar's fire 
hose to subdue the crowd, but water pres­
sure is low and officers inside slip in the 
water. Pine orders them to turn it off. The 
officers draw their guns, and one arms 
himself with a sawed-off baseball bat as 
well. 

"We'll shoot the first motherfucker that 
comes through the door," he yells. 

Crowd members try to setthe bar on fire, 

squirting in lighter fluid and stuffing blaz­
ing trash cans through the windows. Pine 
aims his gun, but doesn't fire. The sound of 
sirens announces the arrival of reinforce- . 
ments. 

It had lasted 45 minutes. Thirteen 
people were arrested on charges ranging 
from harassment and resisting arrest to 
disorderly conduct. The New York 7imes 
reported that four officers were injured. 

Rioting continued through Wednes­
day, July 2, with the temper and compo­
sition of the crowd changing each night. 

Saturday night, a crowd that the New 
York Times estimated at 400 gathered at 
the Stonewall to protest the previous 
night's police action. Activity was a little 
more focused - there were fliers and 
gay power chants-but people were still 
more defiant than political. They held 
hands, kissed and taunted police with 
drop-dead one-liners. 

A reporter for the underground paper 
East Vfllage Other was critical: "Saturday 
night was very poor. Too many people 
showed up looking for a carnival rather 
than a sincere protest Queens were 
posing for pictures, slogans were being 
spouted out, but nothing really sincere 
happened in the way of protest• 

TACOCAL PATROL FORCE units 
(the "riot squad") were sent to the area 
about 2:15 a.m. after local units were 
unable to control the crowd. By this time 
people were throwing rocks and bottles, 
starting fires and stopping cars driven by 
heterosexuals. 

Arms linked, a row of helmeted police 
officers stretching the width of the street 
marched up and down Christopher 
Street between the Avenue of the Ameri­
cas and Seventh Avenue. The crowd 
would retreat, the!} go down a side street 
~d re-form behind the police line. 

Twice the police broke ranks and 
charged into the crowd. People who 
didn't get out of the way fast enough 
·were pushed and shoved along. People 
were clubbed to the ground The police 
withdrew at 4:00 a.m., having made three 
arrests for harassment and disorderly 
conduct 

Sunday night was quieter. There were 
no gay power chants, but the openness 
and exhibitionism of previous nights was 
still in evidence. Lucian Truscott wrote: 
"Steps, rurbs, and the park provided 

· props for what amounted to the Sunday 
fag follies as returning stars from the 
previous nights' performances stopped 
by to close the show for the weekend.• 

The Tactical Patrol Force (minus hel­
mets) arrived in the area about 1:00 a .m., 
effectively dispersing the crowd. 

MondayandTuesday,June 31 and July 
1, were peaceful, but on Wednesday 
Lucian Truscott's piece on the riots was 
published in the Village Voice. Copies 
sold like mad and, according to Don 
Teal, "contributed new courage to 
homosexuals who'd tried/hadn't tried 
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their strength the previous weekend." 
One eyewitness called Wednesday the 
worst night. 

Police from the local precinct were 
again joined by the Tactical Patrol Force 
officers to confront a crowd, set at 500 by 
the New York Times, near Sheridan 
Square. 

11IE CAMPING AND HIGH spirits of 
the crowd were gone, and observers 
sensed a: desire for retaliation in the po­
lice. Homosexuals were join_ed by Black 
Panthers, Yippies and other activists, and 
possibly members of street gangs as well. 
Cans and bottles were thrown at police 
and fires were set along the street. There 
was looting. Police offkers drew their 
nightsticks and beat the protesters. 

The newsletter of the Mattachine Soci­
ety (a "homophilC- organiz.ation) de­
scribed the scene: • At one point, 7th 
Avenue from Christopher to West 10th 
looked like a battlefield in Vietnam. 
Young people, many of them queens, 
were lying on the sidewalk, bleeding 
from the head, face, mouth, and even the 
eyes.• Four people were arrested, 
charged with harassment. 

In the beginning? 
It has become common to think of 

Stonewall as the beginning of the gay 
liberation movement. Yet the movement 
to win civil rights for homosexuals had 
existed long before- 1969. The Stonewall 
riots were not even the first activist re­
sponse to police harassment. 

Police action against Los Angeles gay 
bars in 1967 had sparked a rally of several 
hundred. Student activists at Columbia 
University had already formed radical 
gay caucuses. Beginning in 1965 bomo­
sexual men and women from across the 
country had picketed Independence Hall 
in Philadelphia on July 4, a demonstra­
tion known as the Annual Reminder. 

DECADES BEFORE, the homosexual 
rights movement had begun in Germany, 
England and the United States, a part of 
the broader social reform movement 
blossoming in those countries. In Chi­
cago in 1920 Henry Gerber organized the 
Society for Human Rights, which had as 
one of its goals reforming Illinois statutes 
pertaining to homosexuality. 

In 1953 American leftists formed the 
Mattachine Foundation (renamed Mat­
tachine Society the next year), dedicated 
to exposing injustice and protesting the 
harassment of homosexuals. Four les­
bian couples in San Francisco started the 
Daughters of Bilitis, originally to provide 
a social outlet but later taking a more 
activist stance, in 1955. 

Groups flourished in the sixties. Ri­
valry between Mattachine Society (MS) 
groups in New York and San Francisco 
led to MS chapter independence. MSNY, 
MSSF and MSW (Washington) became 
movement leaders; it was MSW that or­
ganized the Annual Reminder. 
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The San Francisco-based League for 

Civil Education assisted in cases involv­
ing homosexual civil rights. Also in San 
Francisco the Society for 'Individual 
Rights claimed 900 members and had its 
own blood bank and thrift shop. 

In 1967 PRIDE (Personal Rights in 
Defense and Education) was formed to 
protest police action against homosexu­
als in Los Angeles. PRIDE's major contri­
bution was its newsletter, 'TheAdtxXate, 
which eventually overshadowed the par­
ent organization. 

ONE, the Council on Religion and the 
Homosexual, San Francisco's Tavern 
Guild, Vanguard (for young street hus­
tlers in San Francisco), the Metropolitan 
Community Church, the Columbia Uni-

- versity Student Homophile League and 
the Committee to Fight Exclusion of 
Homosexuals in the Armed Forces were 
all begun in the sixties as well. 

Umbrella organizations like ECHO 
(East Coast Homophile Organizations) 
and NPCHO (National Planning Confer­
ence ofHomophile Organizations) were 
also formed before 1969. NPCHO 
changed its name to the North American 
Conference of Homophile Organiza- · 
tions (NACHO) and established a Na­
tional Legal Defense Fund. In 1968 
NACHO passed the Homosexual Bill of 
Rights. 

Still, it is the Stonewall riots that are 
used to date events in gay and lesbian 
history, much as the birth of Jesus is used 
to date events in the Christian calendar. 
The anniversary of the first night of riot­
ing is commemorated across the country . 
by gay and lesbian pride marches and 
celebrations. 

The trigger 
The first indication of Stonewall's fu­

ture importance came on July 4, just two 
days after the last night of rioting. Forty 
New Yorkers rode a bus to Philadelphia 
to participate·in the Annual Reminder. 

Reminder organizer Franklin Kameny 
insisted that picketers illustrate that 
homosexuals were as respectable as 
heterosexuals. Women were required to 
wear dresses and heels; men wore suits 
and ties. Only Kameny was allowed to 
talk to the press. , 

Two of the women from New York, 
full of energy from Stonewall, moved 
from their assigned places in the line to 
hold hands. When Kameny became agi­
tated and divided them, New York or­
ganizer Craig Rodwell was incensed. 

He broke into a reporter's interview 
with Kameny, announcing that the 
Stonewall riots marked a new militancy 
on the part of homosexuals. To make the 
subject of the militancy clear, the New 
York picketers finished the march in 
s;;..me-sex pairs, holding hands. 

Others, too, were energized by what 
had taken place at Stonewall. Dissatisfied 
with the coqservatism of homophile or-

ganizations like Mattachine, radicals 
who identified with the politics of the 
new left and the protest tactics of the 
Yippies and Black Panthers organized 
the Gay Liberation front (GLF). 

The GLF held community meetings on 
July 9 ~d 16, t!ien announced its first 
action. On July 19 there would be a 
demonstration in support of jailed Black 
Panthers. GLF members handed out 
fliers: "The newly formed Gay Liberation 
Front urges all homosexuals to join in this 
demonstration with Yippies and Pan­
thers to show our concern for unharas­
sed life styles." Liberal Mattachine and 
Daughters of Bilitis members, more in­
terested in working within the system 
than in revolution, were not amused but 
failed to take the GLF seriously. 

Then, following a July 24 meeting 
largely ignored by MSNY and OOB, an­
other Gay Liberation Front leaflet an­
nounced a rally in Washington Square. 

Attendance at the rally, GLF said, 
would show support for •the rights of 
homosexuals to openly love whom we 
please ... We refuse to accept the straight 
person's guilt abol.!t · sex .. . Help bring 
about the day when we can walk out in 
the open as first-class citizens ... Wear a 
lavender armband to show your sup­
port.• Three or four hundred lesbians 
and gay men turned up for the rally, held 
one month to the day after Stonewall. 

By November, the Gay Liberation 
Front was powerful enough that ERCHO 
(the Eastern Regional Conference of 
Homophile Organizations, which had 
superceded ECHO) reluctantly admitted 
its unaccredited delegates to their Phila­
delphia meeting. Unaccredited delega­
tions from several student homophile or­
ganizations were also seated. 

GLF radicals successfully lobbied for 
the passage of a resolution brought by 
members of the Homophile Youth Move­
ment and the New York University Stu­
dent Homophile League: 

Resolved: 'That the Annual Reminder, 
in order to be more relevant, reach a . 
greater number of people and encom­
pass the ideas and ideals of tbe larger 
struggle in which we are engaged- that 
of our fundamental human rights- be 
moved both in time and location. We 
propose that a demonstration be held 
annually on ~be last Saturday in June in 
New YorkCitytocommemoratetbe 1969 
spontaneous demonstrations on Chrisk>­
pher Street and that this demonstration 
be called CHRIS10Pi-IER STREET UB­
ERA110N DAY .. . 

The resolution also proposed that 
homophile groups across the country be 
encouraged to hold demonstrations on 
the dame day. 

Immediately after the November 
meeting ERCHO voted to suspend itself 
- avoiding a takeover by radicals like 
the Gay Liberation Front. 

Christopher Street Liberation Day 
went on as planned. • 

Judy Eron. LCSW 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Jim Siebold. PhD 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Individual and Couples Counseling 
615 329-1656 

ABBY R. RUBENFELD 
ATTORNEY AT IAW 

WATTS, UNDERWOOD & RUBENFELD 
2000 RICHARD JONES RD, SUllt 150 Ta.EPHONE 

NA.51-!Vlllf, TENNESSEE 37215 (615) 269-6778 

An old-fashioned Fourth of July! 
• Prizes • Games • Giveaways • . 

• Complimentary Cookout• 
• Hourly Specials • 

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 
615 269-5318 • Open 3 pm-1 am 

'Ifie 
'Towne j{ouse 

1(fstaurant 
Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:ll-10:30 pm 
165 Eighth Avenue North • 615 254-1277 
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Marshall Kirk talks about the aftermath of "After the Ball;, 

Marshall Kirk and 
Hunter Madsen's new book 

After the Ball 
presents a plan to rf!shape 

the way straight America 
thinks about lesbians and 

gay men. The book has 
already stirred some 

controversy . 
Book Editor Sherre Dryden 

spoke to Kirk about his 
interpretation of the book 

and controversy. 

W hy don't you start with a little 
about your background, and how 
YC!U came to write the book? 

MARSHAiL KIRK: I and my co-au­
thor Hunter Madsen were both social sci-

by SHERRE DRYDEN 
Book Editor 

entists in graduate programs at Harvard 
University and that's how we came to 
know one another. I was in psychology, 
he was in government. We were, at that 
time, and are still, outsiders to the entire 
gay activist or gay political network. 

· We've had nothing to do with it. We've 
led our own lives. 

Nevertheless, we felt that a lot of things 
we~ wrongwith 'theway the community 
was doing its business - that it was not 
getting what it ought to get and this was 
in part because it wasn't going about it in 
the right way. 

We wrote a couple of articles for 
C6,i.stopher Streeton a whim which were 
published, apparently also on a whim. A 
Doubleday editor was interested in ~he 
second article, which was entitled 
"Waging Peace• and asked us to write a 
book - this was in 1986. Three years 
later it actually appeared. 

One of the major criticisms of An11th1 Ball . 
is your apparent desire for the assimila­
tion of gays and lesbians into mainstream 
cuHure. 

The problem here, essentially, is that 
gay people by and large are not 50 much 
concerned with actually do ing what is 
necessary to get what they want, at least 
the activist wing isn't. 

Frankly, there is a who le silent major­
ity that has nothing to do with activism, 
doesn't think the activists and journalists 
and 50 forth speak for th~m at all . We are 
perhaps somewhat more in touch with 
those people attitudes and desires simply 

because we have never been part of the 
mainstream ourselves. What purports to 
be the mainstream - we've come from • 
the outside. As far as the w hole business 
of assimilation goes, there are a couple of 
comments I'd like to make. 

In the first place the mass of gay people 
are, actually, pretty much like everybody 
else except for their affectional prefer­
ences. We take no particular positio n, by 
the by, as to where those affectional 
preferences come from - it's not really 
germane to the book. There are, how­
ever, certain gay people around who are 
very angry about the ir lives, very emo­
tionally disturbed about whats going on 
in their live s. 

What 1t means to be gay is purely and 
simply to prefe r for affectional purposes 
members of one's own sex. It need not 
mean , and in fact for most gay people 
does not mean, any lifestyle difference 
assumed either for biological or political 
reasons. 

Most gays really are just like anybody 
else and they're not copping uut by pre­
tending to be like anybody else and 
trying to assimilate themselves. 

We have to assimilate to a certain ex­
tent in any event in large parts of our 
lives, because we only have two choices. 
Given the fact that we live in the broader 
society we can either try to opt out of it by 
sequestering ourselves into ghettos, 
which is a bad idea and historically ends 
in disaster. Or we can ass imilate. 

We're stating bluntly that ifwe want to 
be accepted, if we want to deal with the 
root problem of hatred of homosexuals 
in this society, then we're going to have 
to do whatever is necessary to solve it. 

First we have to recognize that the root 
problem is hatred. Its not laws against 
homosexuality, or lack of laws to protect 
homosexuals. (Although those are useful 
things to deal with-we're not opposed to 
in principal to legislative efforts). The 
basic problem is the underlying hate. 
There's no other word for it. 

About half the country really hates gay 
people, would like to see them disap­
pear. If we want to change the attitudes of 
people who dislike us because we're 
different, the last thing on earth we 
should do is present ourselves in public 
as even mqre different than we actually 
are. You can't shove your difference 
down the broader society's throat and 
expect it to be accepted. It just doesn't 
work that way .. . 

The Hardwick decision was intellectu­
ally bankrupt. It was a bare-faced admis­
sion of fuck-you bigotry. That is exactly 

the way these people really feel about the 
issues and if you back them into a comer, 
that's what it'll come down to. They'll say, 
"Look, we have the power, you don't. We 
out number you - well, they think a 
hundred to one but they're quite wrong 
about that - so you can't do anything. 
Just go to he ll.• 

We th ink in private that everybody 
should be able to behave however they 
want to behave . We 're working ulti-

. mate ly for a day when everyone can in 
fact, do exactly what they want to do as 
long as other people have no reasonable · 
basis for objecting to 1t. That they could 
dress the w ay they wanted to , go to bed 
who they want to. But we say that there's 
a right way and a w~ong way to go about 
that. An effective and an ineffective way, 
and we're concerned only with getting 
results. Not with w hether the methods 
are politically correct or make people 
feel good or bad. 

Some people might have a problem with 
your preference for integration. over radi­
cal social change. 

Let's keep two things separate here. 
There are two separate problems. One is 
getting our standing in the general com­
munity - in other words, ceasing to be 
the last truly abhorred, completely re­
jected minority in this country. And we 
really are. 

The other is working for broader social 
change. Those are not the same issue and 
they should not be dealt with in the same 
way. A lot of gays th ink they can hitch a 
ride on the bandwagons of organizations 
like the Rainbow Coalition that are work­
ing for broader social change. 

We say our problem is d esperate that 
our charity h~ to begin at home. We 
have to start do:ing what we're suggesting 
in this book (or something like it, not that 
our exact program has to be followed) 
are the lines along which we.have to start 
thinking. If we. are rendered completely 
powerless as a community, completely 
fragmented, isolated and despised by the 
prevailing situ~tion of oppression in this 
country, then v.i'e're not going to be doing 
anybody else any good in the future 
either." 

So you think we should beworkingto elimi­
nate specific prejudices rather than work­
ing lo eliminate prejudice in general? 

People, s imply being what they are, 
being people, are innately primed to hate 
and fea; other people who aren't like 
them. Its part of human nature, you can't 
work around that. _They're going to hate 

others who are different in any event, but 
the hate is in fact ultimately directed at 
specific difference and specific groups 
marked by specific differences. 

We w ish to start w ith more modest 
goals that happen to benefit us directly. 
We want to point out that, if people work 
for more than one issue, d ivided efforts 

. are less effective efforts . You can't do 
everything at once . 

There's anothe r point he re. too. 
There 's no quid pro quo. We try to work 
for everybody else's benefit, and what do 
they do? Again, w he n push comes to 
shove and they get some power, they're 
looking out for themselves, they're not 
looking out for us. 

Others say that you tend to marginalize the 
experiences of lesbians. 

In the first place, I don't quite know 
what the word marginalizing means. It 
certainly doesn't mean, for me, that we 
consider lesbians less important as 
people than we do gay JQen. When we 
said that we didn't know as much about 
them and their concerns, that was the 
literal truth. 

It's perhaps a sad fact, but a fact never­
theless, that most gay men se~m to form 
most of their friendships with other gay 
men and, I suspect most lesbians do with 
other lesbians. There is generally rela­
tively little interchange between the two 
groups socially and as I said, I don't 
belong to political activist netwoFks. This 
means that I and my co-author wrote 
about what we knew. I don't think it 
means that we shouldn't have written the 
book. 

There are other factors that bear on th is 
as well. It appears to be the truth that 
there are a lot more gay men than there 
are lesbians. Probably there are three 
times as many. About 15% of the male 
population seems to have considerable 
homosexual experience and seems to 
identify itself as gay or bisexual. 

I base this on a great many studies. 
Whereas every study that I have ever run · 
across seems to find a much lower per­
centage of women who identify them­
selves as lesbians and who have same­
sex experiences. 

A lot of the things that we have to say 
in this book simply do apply directly to 
the lesbian community and insofar as 
they don't apply directly we feel its inap­
propriate for us to make suggestions. 
Lesbians ought to write books of their 
own if they feel they have special issues. 
It would be presumptuous for us as gay 
men to write about aspects of the lesbian 
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experience that are difference from as­
pects that are d ifferent from aspects of the 
gay male experience. How would we 
dare to do so? 

What about the portrayal of gays , and par­
ticularly lesbians, as victims? 

What can we say to that except that 
they are, and we can't help it at this point. 
We ought to m:tlce use ~fit: if we possibly 
can, and we can rna!ce use of it. It's an ugly 
thing that straights do to us and it should 
be shoved back i~ their f~e-. Now, it's 
important again to differentiate between 
the images that are presented and any­
thing we that we are asking actual people 
to do or to, be. It does not follow that 
because we present in advertisement gay 
·people as victims, which so many of them 
are, that somehow this is magically going 
to make gay people be victimized. 

You use drag queens 11 an eumple ol 
"living down lo the sieriotypi." 

I think it was h~orically inevitable that 
they would be the ones, ~use they are · 
so inevitably out, who would fir-;t coine 
into confrontational conflict and start the 
ball rolling. I think that having said that, 
that in so far as they participate in public 
exposure today, insofar as they march 
down Fifth Avenue or the main street of 
Nashville, that they do enormous dam­
age. They confirm negative stereotypes. I 
also think that rnen _who feel a compul­
sion to dress up as women on a regular 
basis are rather pec'uliar. 

I have had occasion to talk with more 
-than one drag queen in my time. I have 
found al l of them, without exception, 
quite apart from the ir cross-dressing, to 
be very peculiar people with very pecu­
liar ideas and severe maladjustment. 
They just don't get along, they can't get 
along, they don't want to get along. 
though there may be exceptions that I 
don't know about, as a group the 
ex[exposure that I've had to drag queens 
suggests that they're very badly emotion­
ally maladiusted people. That doesn't 
mean that I hate them. I don't hate them. 
It does.n't mean that if I had the choice I'd 
force them to stop cross dressil)g. I have, 
frankly, no interest in the issue whatever, 
except in so far as its good or bad for the 
community as a whole and it's clear to me 
that it is bad for the community as a 
whole. lftheywanttocrossdress, fine, let 
them do it in bars. Let them not do it in 
gay pride parades. 

The same thing holds true, by the· way, 
for lesbians who insist in dressing up in 
stereotypjc:a!ly male fashion, although 

it's not as destructive when that happens 
for the simple reason that women have 
always been allowed greater license in 
our society to cross dress. 

What about coming out? 
A lot of gay people have been saying 

that Kirk and Madsen want to keep us in 
the closet. That's not the case at all. We 
want people to come out of the closet, 
but in the right way_ 

The right way is to let people know that 
you're gay and that side from what you 
like to do in bed, or who you love, which 
is actually the more important par t of it, 
that you're just like everybody else. And 
that if you do have any peculiarities they 
certainly have nothing at all to do with the 
fact that you· are also gay. 

The one sentence in the book that I 
think describes our point of view con­
cerning our tactics better than anything 
else is "You hammer a wedge in narrow 
endfirst.•nie meaning of that is, if you're 
trying to get people to accept you as a gay 
you don't try to make them swallow 
everything at once. Once you get them to 
swallow the central and most essential 
thing then you can start thinking about 
trotting in the rest of it. 

How do you feel about the fact that many 
people are not actually going to read the 
book, but will not hesitate to take issue with 
it? 

I'm quite concerned. We both have 
been. We knew all along that no matter 
how we presented this unpalatable yet I 
think very neces~ry argument ·to the 
people, most people were.going to say, 
"That's not me. That's not what I want. 
These terrible people , how dare they 
write these things.• 

And take a peek at the book, or not 
even take a peek at it but listen to what 
somebody else who also just took a peek 
at it at best has to say about it and decide 
not to read it. We're not crazy people. 
There's scope for legitimate disagree­
ment on a number of points here. • 

I urge people , I urge gay people par­
ticularly to put aside what they may have 
heard and to read this OC>?k. If necessary, 
borrow it from somebody else. But 
p lease do find out what we have actually 
said, and not just what we're supposed to 
have said and make up your own mind. 
Try to put·aside emotional reacl!ons . Be 
dispassionate about it and think in terms 
of what our problem is, what we want 
and how to get there. In other words, do 
what will work, not what will make you 
feel good. , • _.,., 

Talk About AIDS 

HowWouldYou Deal With It 
If One Of You Got AIDS? 

NASIMLLE CARES 

Rob: I would b~ really upset, 

But you would still be 
friends? · 

Rob: Yes. 

Would you invite him to 
dinner? 

Rob: Yes. 

Would you hug him? 

Rob: Yes. Look, my best 
friends are my family. And 
if one of us got sick, we'd 
all be there for support. 

BOX 251117, NASHVILLF,, TN 37202 ' AID TO END AIDS COMMITil>E (ATEAC) 
IDUCA110N CAIL (615) 38.5-AIDS BOX 40389, MEMPHIS, TN 3817,4.-0389-

FOR INFORMA110N ON INDIVIDUAL OR GROW M-F 3:30 PM-11 PM SAT, SUN 7:J0-11 PM 
COUNSEUNG ' CAIL (901) 458-AIDS '. . 

11 

CALL (615) 38.5-1510 . ANSWERING SERVICE 2-&·HOURS CAU. (901) 762-
1 publi: IIMCI n--. from Onllld r- Allpoildl to AIDS &to1 

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAST SHOWS 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

1111111111'1 Premier Gay Dance Bar •2529 Franklin Road, Nashyille • (615) 385-9689 
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YOU DESERVE 
COURTESY •VALUE• QUAUIY • SERVICE 

CHOOSE FROM A SELECTION OF 
LUXURY • SPORT • IMPORT • ECONOMY 

CARS AND TRUCKS 
Couples welcome! 

We can arrange financing for you! 
Please check classifieds for specials! 

Mike Westbrook Arthur McBride 
319 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville 

615/25~646 In Tennessee, 1-800/82~5508 

After the Ball 
After the Ball: How America Will Conquer Its Fear and Hatred of Gays in the 90s. 

Marshall Kirk and Hunter Madsen. NY: Doubleday, 1989. 
reviewed by JOE MAROHL 

Staff Writer 
"ON IDS BE.ST DAYS, the recognizable gay ~---------------~ 

· person is treated as a harmless freak, enjoying 
all the respect accorded to the Bearded Fat . 
lady at the circus. On not-so-good days -
which, since AIDS, have been most every day 
-he is treated more as a leper, menace, moral 
cretin, and third-class citizen.• 

So say writers Kirk and Madsen about the 
stateofthemalehomosexual'spublicrelations 
in the late 80s. Partly to blame for this, they say, 
is a deep-seated homohatred [sic) in American 
society. Partly to blame also are homosexual 
Americans themselves (including, someti~ 
especially, gay leaders and rights activists). 
More recently, part of the "blame" goes to a vi­
rus that has, in the amoral way of disease and 
natural calamity, served the propagan~istic 
purposes of fear-mongers and oppressors. 

Kirk and Madsen's solution to this problem 
- and it is at least refreshing to hear gay 
thinkers who propose solutions, not just 
bewail the current state of things - is a "pro­
gram of unabashed propaganda, firmly 
grounded in long-established principles of 
psychology and advertising.• · 

The book identifies three kinds of antiho­
mosexual actions which we must fight: 

• laws which prevent homose~al behav­
ior 

• Efforts to. deny homosexual women and 
men their civil rights 

• The open expression of disapproval, 
hatred and ridicule of homosexuals 

Kirk and Madsen recommend that the cause 
of reforming social attitudes should work from 
the bottom of the list up. We must overcome 
hostile feelings and beliefs before we can 
expect to see definite improvements of a for­
mally political nature. The primary task in 
overcoming what the writers call the Big Lie 
(all the lies about homosexuals, even those 
endorsed within the ranks) is to improve our 
public image. 

What they propose is a pragmatic agenda to 
enlighten and persuade (rather than to shock 
and confront) the American public through 
grass-roots propaganda. 

laws w hich ·discriminate against homo­
sexuals are based purely on prejudice, not on • 
logic or science . You can't argue a bigot out of 
his b igotry, because prejudice is not intellec­
tual. The application oflogic to prejudice is not 
intellectual. The application of logic to preju­
dice is only a rationalization, which occurs 
inevitably after the fact. Prejudice is the result 
of emotional conditioning. Therefore, the writ­
ers recommend a-pragmatic approach, apply­
ing principles of behavioral psychology and 
social Darwinism in order to re-condition 
society's emo~ional response to homosexual­
ity and homosexuals. 

Since, as they say, "Reality isn't politically 
correct," a realistic plan for achieving the real 
goals of gay activism may involve a sacrifice of 
some of the sacred cows of tht; cause. Confron­
tational displays ·of "men in tutus, dykes on 
bikes" at gay pride demonstrations and the 
comforting faith that if we only love and re­
spect ourselves enough, others must love and 
respect us too are two aspects of gay liberation 
which the writers . contend have done the 

A SELF-POLICING SOCIAL CODE 

Halas for Relatlom with Straights 
• I Wonl Have Sex in Public Places. 
• I Wonl Make Passes at Straight Acquaintanres, or at 

Strangers Who Might Not Be Gay. 
• Wherever Possible, I Will Come Out - Grarefully. 
• I Will Make an Effort, When Among Straights, Not to 

Live Down to Gay Stereotypes. 
. • I Wonl Talk Gay Sex and Gay Raunch in Public. 

• If I'm a Pederast or a Sa1omasochist. I'll Keep It Under 
Wraps, and Out of Gay Pride Marches. 

• H I'm a Transvestite, However Glamorous. I'll 
Graciously Decline Invitations to Model Lingerie for "Oprah" 
or "Donahue." · 

Rules far Relatiom with Other Gays 
• I Wonl Lie. 
• I Won't Cheat on My lover - or with Someone Else's. 
• I'll Encourage Other Gays to Come Out, But Never 

Expose Them Against Their Will. 
• I'll Contribute Money in Meaningful Amounts to the 

Gay Cause. 
• I Will Not Speak Scornfully or Cruelly of Another's Age, 

looks, Clothing, or Social Class, in Bars or Elsewhere, lest 
I Reveal My Own Insecurities. 

• WhenForcedtoRejedaSuttor, IWillDoSoFirmly but 
Kindly. 

• I'll Drop My Search for Mr. Right and Settle for What's 
Realistic. 

• I Won't Re-Enid Straight Oppression by Name­
Calling and Shouting Down Gays Whose Opinions Don't 
Square with Mine. 

Rules far Relations with Yourself 
• I'll Stop Trying to Be Eighteen Forever and Act My Age: 

I Won't Punish MyseH tor'Being What I Am. 
• I Wonl Have More Than Two Alcoholic ·Drinks a Day; 

I Won't Use Street Drugs at All. 
• I'll Get a Stable, Productive Job and Become a Member 

of the Wider Community Beyond the Gay Ghetto. 
., I'll Live for Something Meaningful Beyond Myself. 
" When Confronted by Real Problems, I'll Listen to 

Common Sense, Not Emotion. 
• !Will Not Condone Sexual Pradices IThinkHarrnfulto 

Individuals or to the Community Just Because They're 
Homosexual. 

• I'll Start Making Some Value Judgments. 

cause more harm than good. 
The "hearts and minds" approach to libera­

tion comes through in the book's conversive 
prose style. The book's tone combines glib­
ness and authoritativeness with a tendency 
towards epigrams ("These days, America re­
bukes all bigotry, except that which it imagines 
is God's") and wistful flights of fancy (the 
writers jocularly recommend that America's 25 
rtillion homosexuals turn themselves in en 
masse as criminal sodomites in order to drama­
tize the impracticality of state sodomy laws). 

Not unlike John Molloy's 1975 Dress for 
Success and other popular how-to books, After 
the BaO seeks to be -conservative rather than 
dashing, practical rather than idealistic, popu­
list rather than intellectual . 

Readers who are by nature nonpolitical may 
find. the central chapters_ too nuts-and-boltish 
to read. Chapters three, four and five outline 
the writers' strategy for effecting successful 
ideological change. Though an overview, this 
section is-sufficiently specific to serve as a sales 
pitch for a unified effort to overcome the 
American public's homophobia. Any plan this 
• continued on page 13 
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... After the Ball 
• continued from page 12 

specific is boundtodrawfireandopposition 
[Editor's note: see "Soapbox," page 141, but it is 
heartwarming, as I said before, to know some­
one is motivated at least to suggest a remedy to 
the sorry state of Gay Liberation, now unfash­
ionable, untimely and overwhelmed by a 
health crisis on one hand and the long-ago 
defeat of the ERA on the other. 

The first two chapters and the last should be 
Required Reading for anyone with even half an 
interest in the fate of homosexuals in America. 
The first chapter is as good a description of the 
present state of things as I 
have read anywhere. The 
last chapter, in which the 
writers "read the riot act" to 
the gay community, is 
thought-provoking and dif­
ferent from what has gener­
ally been reiterated since the 
Stonewall riots, 20 years 
ago. 

The last chapter suggests 
that, though more sinned 
against than sinning, homo­
sexuals (particularly men) 
have been nevertheless sin- i1 

occurred despite what we've been doing, not 
because of. The American homosexual sub­
culture has been plagued internally, they say, 
with irresponsibility, amorality, ·narcissism, 
self-destructiveness, tactlessness, reality-de­
nial and oppression. These things are not 
conducive to a positive image. 

As a remedy, they suggest a measured return 
to ancient Greek social patterns of homosex­
ual relationships, in which intellect governs 
passion, rather than the reverse. They also 
recommend a 15-year age difference become 
the norm in these relationships. 

After tbe Ball is gong to 
raise the consciousness of 
some readers and the ire of 
others. It is a book definitely 
to be read and discussed, 
but I would caution readers 
not to be too readily swayed 
by it nor too readily put off 
by the writers' insistent high 
moral tone and didacticism, 
which is sometimes quite 
shrill . 

'------------- - --'-_;_, 

Appeals to common 
sense and pragmatism are 
not strong tools in support 
of a moral proposition. ning. 

"Straights hate gays not just for what their 
myths and lies say we are, but also for what we 
really are; all the squeaky-clean media propa­
ganda in the world won't sustain a positive 
image in the long run unless we start scrubbing 
to make ourselves a little squeakier and 
cleaner in reality." 

The writers go so far as to suggest "A Self­
Policing Social Code" [editor's note: see inset, 
page 1 ii in the interest of promoting good be­
havio•r. Moreover, they say outright that the 
I imited advances ma<:fe in the last 20 years have 

... Avante Garage 
• continued from page 4 

pizza-packing 37221-er). 
Gabel, last seen as The Unsinkable Molly 

Brown in Circle Players' production, is a great 
talent. She mugs and clowns her way through 
a variety of characters and situations; for her 
alone the $10 ticket price is worth every penny. 

Su Hyatt's controlled hilarity makes you 
want to give them some more money. She's 
wonderfully funny, with a strong, never-say­
die voice 

You may even want to throw in a few extra 
bucks after seeing the 1989 Miss Fan Fair Pag­
eant featuring Lucille Mandrell (Miss Goo Goo 
Cluster), Lawanda June Cash (Miss Rudy's 

.. Steel Magnolias 
• continued from page 4 

support him") takes her for granted. Former 
Nashvillian and WSM-1V (Channel 4, now 
WSMY) Noon Show host Nancy Baird plays 
Truvy as wise and wisecracking. Beneath her 
one-liners runs a thread of truth and honesty. 

Her assistant Annelle (Brenda Varda, in the 
show's weakest performance) changes more 
than the other women during the course of the 
play. A frightened, confused, deserted wife, 
she becomes a born-again Christian always 
looking for a soul to save. 

Among the neighborhood women who 
come to Truvy's on Saturday mornings is Vera 
Ward's ingratiatingly likable Clairee, widow of 
the town's former mayor. Not the stereotypical 
Southern dowager, she is a well-bred woman 
who knows she's funny and knows when to 
use her offbeat sense of humor to shock. 

In their appeal to absolute values, Kirk and 
Madsen forget that "absolute values~ exist al­
ready and it is they, alas, which are so often in­
voked against us and our cause. 

IF AB.SOLlITE VALUFS are really what 
we're dealing with, no program of education 
and propaganda is going to affect them. If, 
however, what we have are values formed 
ideologically and culturally, Kirk and 
Madsen's plan deserves attention, as do their 
recommendations for behavioral change in­
side the community. • 

Farm) and Leodora McEntire (Miss Martha 
White). 

And "A Musical Tribute to the Couch Potato" 
is a television fan's feast- a collection of1V 
theme songs that includes everything from · 
"Patty Duke" (but where's the "h<;>t dog makes 
her lose control" line?) to "Love Boat," "The 
Partridge Family" and "The Munsters." 

The All New Awnte Garage continues 
through mid-July at_ Backstage at the Barn and 
promises to be back for another run in the fall 
with an all new-A/I New Avante Garage pro-
duction. · 

It's by far the most imaginative new theater 
offering in Nashville. Don't miss it! • 

Then there's M'lynn (Linda Stephens in a 
portrait of efficient Southern control) and her 
daughter Shelby (Rebecca Maclean as the 
spoiled child with a stubborn streak, who's 
matured admirably despite her fondness for 
anything pink: "It's my trademark color!"). 
Shelby's marriage; and subsequent preg­
nancy, spark a dramatic tum that brings a 
deeper look at the women's relationships. 

Last is <;)uiser Boudreau, a sassy divorcee 
whose crusty demeanor and salty wit mask a 
kind heart. "I'm not crazy. I've just been in a 
bad mood for 40 years," she says. Marji Banks,. 
whose raspy voice and comic timing make her 
perfect for the role, imbues Ouiser with life . 

Harliflg's "human" comedy is really a play 
for everybody, touching something in all of us. 

When is somebody in Nashville going to 
produce this gem of a play? • 

-re 13 

CkzCofette 
uanita's 

PATIO OPEN! 
Grand Opening 

Cookout! 

Saturday, June 24 
7 p.m. -11 p.m. 

Beer and 
fantastic food, 
All you can eat 

and drink 
$5 

1071,S't lfv-e .f, /VaJ'/411-11/e 615-256-913'1 

Tuesdays 
Movie Night 

Free popcorn! 
25<t draft! 

Bp.m.- llp.m. 

Sunday 
Afternoon 
Cookout 

All you can eat! 
$3.00 

5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

1700 4th Ave S., Nashville 615/256-9681 

It's curtains 
for Clara. 

The curtain has rung down on stodgy theatre 
journalism. Dare Managing Editor Jeff Ellis is upstaging the 

old guard and bringing down the house with his 
take-no-prisoners reviews. 

Find everything you need to know about local theatre right here, 
with the best theatre Vvriting in town. 

;~~~ ~ ~ ,.,, ~" ~ ~-- lii 
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Celebrate! 
l'WEN1Y YEARS AGO, when the custom­

ers at the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New 
York's Greenwich Village, decided to do battle 
with the city's police, they turned around ~ 
fledgling movement and set in motion the 
modern lesbian and gay civil rights movement. 

Although other efforts had been under way 
for many years, the Stonewall Rebellion, as it 
has come to be known, seemed to unleash 
pent-up hostilities and emotions. It was as if 
that night the Stonewall's customers shouted, 
"We're mad as hell and we're not going to take 
it any longer." 

Their shouts and their cries for freedom rang 
throughout the worid in the wake of the riots 
which ensued on those steamy June nights in 
1969. 

But those cries for emancipation continue, 
stronger than ever, today. Hundreds of thou­
sands of voices call for equality and human 
rights for lesbians and gay men: we ourselves 
and justice-minded heterosexuals as well in­
sist that we be allowed to live our lives openly, 
with dignity arid safety. 

As cities throughout the country and around 
the world observe Pride Celebrations, here in 
Tennessee, lesbians and gay men commemo­
rate their own activism, their own struggle for 
civil rights. 

It is not ar:i easy task. It seems that at every 
turn we are faced with obstacles in the path of 
our progress. 

Those obstacles, however, can serve as cata­
lysts-catalysts to spur our movement on to its 
ultimate goal of equal rights for lesbians and 
gay men just as the intense and violent police 
harassment triggered those at the Stonewall 
Inn to cry "E~ugh!" 

This year, as we mark the beginning of the 
third decade since Stonewall, we should all try 
to recapture the spirit of those days, when 
lesbians and gay men stood up for themselves 
in the first heady throes of a -truly proud and 
unabashed demand to be treated with the 
respect that all human beings deserve. 

We've come a long way as a community in 
the last twenty years, of course, but there is still 
plenty to be done before we achieve equality. 
Celebrate this week. Give yourself a pat on the 
back. 

And get ready to go back to work. • 

Freedom,, choice . 
Dear Dare, 
A response to Mr. Steve Davidson's letter 

taken from the Nashville Tennessean 
("Quotes," June 2-8, 1989). 

What we are allowed to do with our own 
bodies and what we choose to do to another (a 
fetus as a result of conception) are two distinct 
moral issues. 

Two independent bodies at present (at best) 
are permitted to choose to produce a third 
independent body which in itself chooses to 
continues life through tissue development. 

Freedom and equality, as Mr. Davidson calls 
for, in respect for continuing life for a third 
independent body is both moral and scientific. 

JACK GREGORY 
Nashville 

TENNESSEE'S U!SBIAN AND GAY NEWSWEEKLY 

"I am th• Love thal dan not speaJe ils name.• 
- Lord Alfred Douglas, "'The Two Loves,• 1892 
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After the Ball 
by CAROLE CUNNINGHAM 

Staff Writer 
"Nor is it distance of place that makes enmity, ticing sex- from hand-holding to kissing -
but enmity that makes distance of place." where straights might see, "adultery" in any 

-John Milton, "Of the Tenure of form). 
Kings and Magistrates" The danger of the book is that its plan and 

Win:I ITS 1TfLE, After the Ball clues us to 
the attitude and approach its authors take in 
producing what they believe should be the 
manifesto of the gay movement in the 1990s. 
Gay and lesbian activism since Stonewall has 
been misdirected, naive, and the product of 
unscrupulous malcontents, say After the Ball 
authors Marshall Kirk and Hunter Madsen 
[editor's note: see review, page 121, demanding 
that gay men and lesbians take assess their 
failures and misbehaviors now that the post­
Stonewall "ball" of dandyism and demagogu­
ery is over, and begin the serious business of 
creating a national media campaign to cajole 
unwitting straights into believing we're "just 
like them." 

Many gay and (especially) lesbian readers 
may not like what Kirk and Madsen have to 
,say. The authors don't care. They are as con­
temptuous of community-building as they are 
of community builders. If the last two decades 
tell us anything, they say, it's that we have 
spent far too much time promoting and prais­
ing the profligate masses in the interest of 
inclusivity, and not nearly enough time assess­
ing the effect activists' querulous, kamikaze 
tactics have had on the straight world. 

Whose approval we want and how we go 
about getting it are at the heart of After the Ball. 
Readers not offended by the authors' glib 
marginalization and misunderstanding of les­
bians, their inflated pulp psychology (straights 
must undergo "repeated infralogical ~mo­
tional conditioning"), their dismissal of activ­
ists as attention-seeking professional agitators, 
will surely take exception to the authors' bald­
faced desire to assimilate us into straight cul­
ture. The book is sensational. It is full of faults, , 
ideological miscalculations and second-class 
sophistry; but so were the Reagan and Bush 
campaigns. We had better listen up, 

Those faults are precisely why it merits read­
ing. If you read it as an activist, your hackles 
will rise at the authors' observation that activ-
ists damn as politically unsavory strategies that 
rely on "cunning manipulation" in favor of the 
"pugnacity" of orthodoxy - meaning the 
orthodoxy of gay politics plods along with the 
speed and determination ofan ox and with just 
about as much imagination. 

If you read the book as a lesbian you will be 
enraged within ten pages as the authors pa­
tronizingly write of issues affecting gay "men 
(and women)" or apologize for their indiffer­
ence to lesbians-fn the civil rights movement 
because the ladies haven't been "misbehav­
ing" as much as gay men. Their disregard for 
lesbians' influence in shaping the agenda for 
social change in the gay movement betrays not 
ignorance from Kirk and Madsen but "cunning 
manipulatior;i." 

By presenting "icons of normality" to 
straights through the media, the authors con­
tend that they and we will change the Ameri­
can perception of us. We must make, they say, 
a "clean sweep" of those elements that 
threaten and nauseate straight Aplericans 
(promiscuity, "deviant" sexual practices, prac-

execution are easily understood and enacted, 
and the laboratory they hope to test their theo­
ries in isn't a lab at all: it's the media that reach 
millions of Arnericarls every day, and if the ex­
periment fails in any unforeseen way, we 
know who won't pay and we know who will. 

The "theories" behind their strategies have 
nothing to do with gay culture, identity, or 
notions of ideological consistency, decency, 
or inclusiveness. The enemy, they argue, is 
"The Big Lie," that gay America consists of a 
few ill-mannered exhibitionists. We should 
gratefully approve anything· that helps undo 
the Big Lie: "cunning,• even "lying," are neces­
sary evils in the battle against the Big Evil. This, 
too, would be easy to disregard if the authors 
didn't persuade us that it just might work. 

I am reminded of that favorite trope of folk­
lore: the well-intentioned, beleagured charac­
ter whose efforts to get ahead in the world have 
always been just and good and utterly futile, 
and who, in a moment of weakness, is offered 
the opportunity to have his worries vanish. her 
obstacles disappear, if only he's willing to 
bargain with the temptor. The deal is always 
simple, the price ·the same: for their souls, the 
would-be heroes are given the tools to realize 
their worthiest dreams. After the Ball holds out 
that kind of promise and asks that kind of price. 

But, they seem to suggest, by that time your 
strict attention to the "self:j><>licing code of 
conduct" will doubtless have shorn even the 
most stalwart individualists of any lingering 
interest in individuality. Your freedom will 
have been won at the price of your soul. But 
freedori)'s worth having at any price, isn't it? 

AftertbeBallbegins with a false assumption 
and ends with a dangerous one. The authors 
are at.odds with Milton's correct observation 
that the chasm between two groups does not 
cause enmity, but rather enmity causes the 
chasm. They believe that by closing the per­
ceived distance between gays and straights by 
making gays effectively mirrors of straights, 
something worthwhile will be accomplished. 

Perhaps if straights see us as no different 
than thermelves their fear and distrust may 
wane. But if Milton's right, closing the gap by 
erecting paper dolls will only work so long as 
the genuine fear and enmity that created the 
gap are met and dispelled as well. 

To ignore that process might mean the only 
souls saved in After the Balls crusade are 
clean, white, male, All-American souls. The 
rest of us, whose gay or lesbian identity is as 
fundamental, individual, and irreplaceable as 
our limbs, may indeed twist in the wind. 

REMEMBER AS YOU take part in Pride Day 
celebrations how easy it would be to create the 
kind of sanitized gay world they tell us is our 
only road to freedom - h0w easy it would be 
to just not invite the part of our community 
whose unsavory appearance would attract 
sensationalist journalism, whose behavior 
might incite the infrastructural ~motional con­
ditioning of a straight observer in a less-than­
pleasing way. Hmm 

The party feels a little empty. doesn't it? So 
will you, After the Ball. • 
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Mourning the loss of privacy 
bylAURA TEK 

Contributing Writer 
MICHAELHARDWICK,agay man livingin 

Georgia , :was hap ily fellatmg hs lover one 
day m the privacy of h is own bedroo, , w hen 
a police officer, w ho just happened to be 
strolling by Hardwick's bedroom door, 
couldn't resist a peek. 

Being an especially bright police officer, he 
immediately saw that a heinous crime was 
being committed so he barged into the bed­
room, dragged Hardwick to his feet and 
promptly arrested him. 

Thecharge?Violationofsectionl6-6-2 ofthe 
Georgia Code Annotated, the Georgia statute 
<;>utlawing consensual sodomy. He faced a 
possible 20 years in prison. 

Hardwick, understanda­
bly not pleased at all by the 

Constitution simply does not con fer a funda­
mental right upon homosexuals to engage in 
sodomy." 

Oral-genital and anal-genital sexual contact 
has been vigorously outlawed by many sta tes 
throughout hJStory. 

"Therefore ," the five wrote, "we had a con­
stitutior.al mandate to continue enforcement. " 

So the states are allowed to continue main­
taining their sodomy laws, thereby allowing 
them to continue re~lating homosexual be­
havior. 

"And such activity occurring within the pri­
vacy of one's home will make no d ifference ," 

the majority wrote. 
What the minority's dis-

sent expressed, however, 
tum of events, filed suit in 
Federal District Court 
against the Attorney Gen­
eral of Georgia, Michael 
Bowers, challenging the 
constitutionality of what he 
thought was a repressive, 
unfair and inane statute. He 
said that the statute violated 
his, a homosexual 's, funda­
mental basic right to pri­
vacy; a right supposedly 
protected under the Ninth 
Amendment and under the 
due process clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

". .. Much of 
the richness of 
a relationship­
will come from 
the freedom an 

was extreme outrage at the 
shortsightedness and big­
otry of the majority's opin­
ion. 

"The majority's almost 
obsessive focus on homo­
sexual activity," the four 
wrote , "was a mystery 
when the language of the 
Georgia statute was written 
to include heterosexual as 
well as homosexual behav­
ior." 

individual 

Hardwick further said 
that the state had no com-

has to choose 
theformand 

nature of these 
intensely personal 

bonds.,, 

"The statute ," the four 
wrote, "stated 'a person 
commits the offense of 
sodomy when he performs 

pell ing interest in regulat-
ing h is, a homosexual's, 
behavior. 

For what possible reason? What did the state 
care what he, a homosexual, did in the privacy 
of his bedroom? So, he said that if the state 
wanted to win this case, it had better show that 
it has a compelling interest, and to please tell · 
him what that interest was. 

Unfortunately, Hardwick suffered a defeat 
at the trial court level. But he filed an appeal 
and one year later the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit, to every sane person's 
relief, reversed the trial court's decision and 
ruled in favor of Hardwick. 

Wow! What a great victory! Homosexuals 
now had complete protection under the 
Constitution. This will be the forerunner of 
other victories to come. Full emancipation for 
all homosexuals might just 'become a reality. 
Justice rang after all. 

BUT GEORGIA WAS very angry about this 
decision and appealed. What did they con­
tinue to argue? That "sodomy is simply im­
moral , and therefore it must continue to be 
outlawed." And, in a devastating blow to all 
homosexual Americans, on June 30, 1986, the 
U.S. Supreme Court agreed w ith them. 

In a 5-4 decision, the Eleventh Circuit's rul­
ing was reversed. Supreme Court Justice San­
dra Day O'Connor, a Reagan appointee, had 
cast the final vote. What did the five say? That 
the Georgia statute was constitutional, and that 
states did have a compelling interest in control­
ling sexual activity between homosexuals 
because it "spreads communicable diseases 
and fosters other criminal activity." 

What the five decided was that "the 

or submits to any sexual act 
involving the sex organs of 
one person and the mouth 

or anus of another.'" 
THEREFORE, THESEXORSTATIJSofthe 

persons here who engage in the act doesn't 
matter. So why, you five, did you single out gay 
men andlesbians?Whatdid we ever do to you? 

The four concluded the ir unanswered and 
unanswerable questions in their dissent with, 
"The fact that individuals define themselves in 
a s ignificant way through their intimate sexual 
relationships with others suggests, in a nation 
as· diverse as ours, that there may be 'right' 
ways of conducting those relationships, and 
that much of the richness of a relationship will 
come from the freedom an individual has to 
choose the form and nature of these intensely 
personal bonds." 

It has now been three years since the Bow­
ers v. Hardwick decision. Three years since 
the right to privacy was taken away from gay 
men and lesbians . 

In observance of this irrational and unhappy 
decision, The National Gay and Lesbiap Task 
Force's Privacy Project, along with Cry OUT! a 
Pittsburgh gay and lesbian activist group, has 
designated June 30 as the Nat.ional Day of 
Mourning for the Right to Privacy. It is a na­
tional effort to get cities all across the country 
to educate their communities to the damage 
that has been caused and is being caused, by 
this orie decision. We are all urged to recognize 
and observe this third anniversary of the 
Bowers v. Hardwick decision. 

As the dissenting opinion expressed, "A way 
of life that is odd or ·even erratic but does not 
interfere with the rights or interests of others is 
not to be condemned because it is different." • 

Announcements 
• TWO BEANS TEE SHIRTS Fun designs! Write for 
free catalog: 2391 Forrest Avenue #3, Memphis, TN 
38112. 

• Canvassers needed· earn $10-15+/hr help build 
grassroots pressure to save lives. Good communica­
tions skills, assertiveness a must. Exp. helpful, will 
train. HRCF Field Division 202-628-4160. 

• Success drives a Prestige Motor Car. 
1989 Bu:ck Regal ...... ............... $10995 
1987 Cadillac Sedan DeVille .... $14,395 
1986 Olds Calais GT ................... $7995 
1985 Grand Am ........................... $6995 
1985 Jeep Cherokee .................... $7995 
1985 Volvo DL ................... .. .. ..... $8995 
1974 Corvette ...... ........................ $7995 
See our display ad for more information. Call Mike 
Westbrook or Arthur McBride at Prestige Motor Cars. 
615-255-0646 

• Remember their names. Help bring part of NAMES 
Project AIDS Quilt to Nashville for Pride Week. 
Donations to PRIDE (Quilt), Box 24181, Nashville, TN 
37202. 

• WANTED: Reliable, hardworking self-starters in 
·Knoxville, Nashvi lle and Memphis for commissioned 
ad sales. Great part-lime. high-pay work for students, 
etc. 615-327-Dare. 

• WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help 
deliver Dare in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville. 
Write Dare, Box 40422, ashville, 37204 or phone 
615-327-Dare. 

•LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. NO PAY. Dare is 

accepting applications from writers. Learn community­
oriented journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box 
40422, Nashvitle, 37204 or phone 615-327-Dare. 

• Catch our new lookl Watch GCN/Nashville Tuesdays · 
at 9pm, Saturdays at 8pm On Nashville's Cable 35. 

Travel 
• TIMBERFEU LODGE, DISCREET HIDE/6VAY. 
Bed & breakfast inn. 250 acres country elegance, 
deluxe moms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes 
optional. The South's finest gay men's resort. Rte 11, 
Box 94-A, attn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-
234-0833. 

Homes 
• Unfurnished 1 bedroom apt in Inglewood $305/mo. 
NC and all utilities furnished . 615-226-7124 after 5. 

• Enli ghtened Mor F to share neat home. Belmont 
area ,available July 4. No smokers, pets. 61 5-385-
9557. 

• Housemate wanted. Private bath and kitchen. 
Nonsmoking. $225 includes utils. Lockeland Springs. 
615-227-3261. 

• BACK ON THE MARKET: Male roommate wanted 
to share home in Green Hills. $225 a month plus half 
utils. Available now. No smokers/no dopers. 61.5-298-
2422. Please leave message. 

Personals 
• Did you know? Tracy Tumblad was Miss Baltimore 
Auto Show 1963. Now you know. 
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,,,_-.1,,,:i,,,_, Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OFFICE USE ONLY i',,_i',,_i',,_i',,_.~I 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ...... . •.. . . . 
. .. .. .. . .. .... •. .. ... . . . ....... . . ... . . . .. . . . Zip.. . .. ... ...... . I. .. .. .. D .. .. .. . 
Phone (Day) . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . ... . ... . (Evening) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V. . . . . . . R ...... . 
I cerUy that I am the person named above. No ad will be accepted wtthout signature. A. . . . . . . M ... ... . 
Signed . .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . ... .. . ... .. . : . .. ... . . . ... ... .. .. . ... . .. . . , '--------- ~ 

• All ad prices ar! lnr two consecutive weeks· S10 for up ID 100 
characters, $20 lnr up to 200 characters and m on. 

• Please print onectwa:11!r perboLAct.ra:ter is any letler, numeral, 
Sl)ace or punctuation mark. , 

Run ad for D 2 weeks D 4 weeks D . . .. . weeks · •WereseM ttie riQhtlDodhds,ard to r!iect1nylld.Sexualtye,qiticit 
or ex~oitati"! ajs will rel be aa:epl!d. Na ad will be aa:epttd witholA 

Ad cost per 2-week period $. . . . . . sigr.itur! and advarc, P1'11llent in fu ll. We assume no responsitility for 

D + response drawer charge $ 5.00 
D + BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 

= SUBTOTAL $ .. . . . . 

advertisers' clrims. 
• Response drawers are Milable. Resporses will be nailed two weeks 

afl!r the last appearance ol the ad. To answer a drawer aj, write to: 
OateOMr# 
Box 4)422 
Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

X number of two-week periods . . . . . . • Ads recei"!d 1¥ noon Tuesdaywttl runlhe lnllowina Friday. Please 
H = CLASS IRED AD TOT Al $. . . . . . enclose check or r;:,~!1 ol1Ser for IDlal 11111unl payable to: @I . 
fi + D 6 months $16 D 1 year $32 subscription $. . . . . . ::i:frN 37204--0422. }I 

• Ot.estions? Phone (615)327-CWE. 
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ll FRIED MUSHROOMS 
;.:.;,:-:•:•:•:-:-:::. 

APPETIZERS 

deep fried to a crisp golden brown and served with our chef's own 

special sauce .......................................................................... 1.75 
BUFFALO WINGS 

hot spicy wings served just right with the Chute's own special sauce 

.............................................................................................. 1.75 
DEEP FRIED VEGIES 

fresh vegies deep fried to a golden brown in our own special batter 

.............................................................................................. 1.75 
DEEP FRIED CHEESE STIX 

Swiss cheese stix deep fried to a golden brown ......................... 1.75 

SALADS 

CHEF'S SALAD 

made with crisp lettuce. Topped with ripe tomato wedges, ·cucumber 

slices, broccoli, cauliflower, mushrooms, bacon bits and your choice 

of dressing .............................................................................. 2.95 
CHICKEN SALAD 

chunky chicken salad, one you will remember. Served on a bed of 

crisp lettuce with tomato wedges .............................................. 2.75 
DINNER SALAD 

a crisp lettuce salad with tomato wedges and cucumber slices. 
Served w~th your choice of dressing ........................................... 1.25 

STEAKS 

8 oz. USDA choice cut, charbroiled just the way you want it. Served 

with your choice of potato, vegetable of the day and a tossed salad 

.............................................................................................. 8.95 
STEAK AND SHRIMP 

an 8 oz. charbroiled steak just like you want it and served with 

golden gulf shrimp. Your choice of potato, vegetable of the day and 

tossed salad ........................................................................... 8.95 
N.Y. STRIP 

10 oz. strip steak. Charbroiled to your taste. Served with your chQlce 

of potato, vegetable of the, day, tossed salad and hot rolls .......... 7 .95 

8 oz. rlbeye steak cooked over open flame. Served with your choice of 

potato, vegetable of the day and a tossed salad with your choice of 

dressing ................................................................................... 6.95 

8 oz. seasoned raich steak, charbroiled just right, smothered with 

onions and served with your choice of potato, vegetable of the day 

and a tossed salad .................................................................. 4.95 

SEAFOOD 

golden fried gulf shrimp, served with our chef's tangy sauce. Served 

with trench fries, vegetable and a tossed salad .......................... 6.95 . 

CHEF'S SPECIAL 

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 

a breaded and seasoned chicken breast served with a zesty cheese 

sauce. Your choice of potato, vegetable of the day and a tossed 

salad ...................................................................................... 7.95 
BAR B Q PORK CHOP 

1" thick cflop marinated in our special Bar B Q sauce, charbroiled 

and served with your choice of potato, vegetable of the day and 

tossed salad .......................................................................... . 5.95 
BAR 8 Q CHICKEN 

a Bar B Q chicken breast marinated in our own special Bar B Q 

sauce. Served with your choice of potato, vegetable of the day and 

tossed salad ........................................................................... 5.95 

SANDWICHES 

ASH FILET 
a golden deep fried filet of fish served with our chef's own ~auce on 

a large bun. French fries are included ........................................ 4.95 
CHUTE BURGER 

a super deluxe ground chuck burger, charbroiled just like you want it 
and served with lettuce, tomato, onion, and trench fries ............. 3.95 
Cheese extra .............................................................................. 20 

CHICKEN BREAST 

a charbroiled chicken breast, marinated in our own Bar B Q sauce 

· and served on a bun with trench fries ........................................ 3.95 
CHICKEN SALAD 

our own chunky rich chicken salad on a bed of lettuce and served on 

a large bun with trench fries ...................................................... 3.95 

SIDE ORDERS 

FRENCH FRIES ...................................................................................... 1.50 
ONION RINGS : ....................................................................................... 1.50 
BAKED POTATO ..................................................................................... 1.50 
SAUTtED MUSHROOMS & ONIONS ........... : ............................................. 1.50 

DESSERTS 

CHEESE CAKE .......................................................................... 1.95 
PECAN PIE ............................................................................... 1.75 

Open Tue.-Sun. 5-10pm 

,~~ -■ - SUNDAY DINNER SPECIAL 
~Jtl(~_(;[.lf'!I June 25 Kielbasa with sauerkraut, $6.~5 
~W ;i:£ ~ WEDNESDAY so~ Draft Night 

EVERY DAY 2-for-1 Happy Hour 5 pm-8 pm 

2535 Franklln Rd, Nashvllle (615) 297-4571 
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