HRGF joins pro-
choice forces

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

Calling the Supreme Court’s Webster v. Reproductive
Hezlth Services decisiona “blow to individual liberty and
women’s freedom,” the Human Rights Campaign Fund
(HRCF) has vowed to continue its fight for the right of
privacy of all Americans and lend its support to a nation-
wide coalition organized by key pro-choice groups.

“As gays and lesbians concemned about equality and
keeping the government out of our bedrooms, we are
extremely troubled by the court’s decision,” said Tim
McFeeley, HRCF executive director. “We will look for
opportunities to educate politicians and support pro-
choice groups as the battle for privacy now moves from
the courts to the legislatures.”

HRCF is the nation’s largest lesbian and gay political
action committee (PAC), and the ninth-largest of all
national PACs, with a 1989 budget approaching $2 mil-
lion. :

The Supreme Court earlier this month, in a 5-4 deci-
sion, ruled that states are free to impose new restrictions
on abortions, stopping just short of overturning its land-
mark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. In a series of new
rulings, justices upheld several provisions of a Missouri
law that imposed new restraints.

Under the Court’s Webster ruling, justices gave the
apparent green light for state governments to issue new
restrictions, including:

e prohibiting state employees from counseling on the
option of abortion

Metro Nashville police are looking forthis manfor questioning
in connection with the stabbing last week of 34-year-old nurse Barry
McDonald. Detectives suspect that the murderer may have been
someone McDonald was counseling about AIDS. Anyone with
information about the suspect or the murder may phone police at

(615) 862-7329 or 862-7546. — METRO NASHVILLE POLICE SKETCH

Metro Gouncil defers CGAT budget vote while
GCN rallies les/gay community support

by HARRISON HICKS
: Staff Wriser

Members of the Metro Nashville
Council Tuesday night delayed until
Tuesday, August 1, any action on
proposed cuts in the city’s operating
budget which would have affected
Community Access Television
(CAT), which cablecasts Gay Cable
Network/Nashville (GCN).

GCN and CAT will be the focus of
the latest Metropolitan Community
Church/Nashville (MCC) Church
and Community Forum next Satur-
day, July 29.

Council members had been ex-
pected to approve Mayor Bill
Boner’s proposed budget for the
upcoming fiscal year. In that pro-
posal, $54,000 had been allotted for
CAT, an amount which is likely to
mean the demise of the station as a
separate entity.

Council members voted Tuesday
night to defer action on the budget
again, this time until August 1.

“In some ways, that'sa good move

for us,” Dixie Aubrey, CAT public
relations director, said in an inter-
view Wednesday. “The delay gives
us longer to try to convince people
on the Council to restore the funds.”

“You know, this [the proposed
cuts] first came up in the middle of
absolute chaos — everyone thought
that everyone in Metro was going to
be losing jobs. The situation really
looked bleak, and they were looking
for funds anywhere they could get
them,” she said. “Now, it’s not so
bad. Departments will be able to
make personnel cuts through attri-
tion, rather than layoffs.”

Aubrey said that there was no di-
rect evidence that the proposed cuts
are an attempt to silence GCN.

“Unless some Councilman stands
up and says that publicly, I can't
ascribe that reason just based on
hearsay,” she said. “I might feel that
way, but I don’t have any way to
confirm it.”

Metro government sources, who
spoke on condition of anonymity,

told Dare when the cuts were an-
nounced that they were intended to
punish CAT for carrying GCN.

Councilmember George Armis-
tead drew fire last year when he
demanded that CAT dump GCN or
face dissolution.

Krzyzstof Krakoviak, GCN gen-
eral manager, will be the featured
speaker at the MCC forum.

Krakoviak and MCC leaders ex-
pressed hope that the forum would
offer an opportunity for the city’'s
lesbian and gay community to re-
spond to the outcome of the Council
vote on CAT funding and to discuss
the future of GCN.

In an interview in last week’s
Dare, Krakoviak was hopeful about
GCN'’s future, saying, “I'm still very
positive, very optimistic about the
future of GCN in Nashville.”

The forum, which is still lining up
other guests, is free to the public, and
begins at 8:30 p.m., immediately
following the church’s weekly 7:30
p-m. Community Dinner. o

Gay Nashvillian slain
Metro police concerned for community

by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

Metro Nashville police are con-
tinuing their investigation into the
brutal slaying last week of 34-year-
old Barry McDonald, which, homi-
cide detectives say, “could have
been directly related to his being
gay.”.

McDonald’s body was discovered
in his home at 2003 Upland Drive, in
the Inglewood section of Nashville,
by his roommate, Gene Rice, when
Rice returned home from vacation
last Wednesday. Rice told investiga-
tors he had last spoken to McDonald
by telephone the previous Sunday
night.

Police say McDonald was stabbed
some 30 times by a still-lunknown
assailant. The victim died of stab
wounds to the back and chest, ac-
cording to the police report.

Sources termed the murder “one
of the most violent crimes in the
city’s history.”

According to an autopsy report
from the Metro medical examiner’s
office, McDonald was probably
murdered sometime on Tuesday,
July 11. However, police believe
McDonald was murdered on Sunday
night.

“It’s kind of hard to say if the
murder was directly related to Barry
being gay,” said Det. Terry McElroy
of the Metro Murder Squad. “On the
surface it has the appearance that
another gay person could have been

involved or that the murderer could
have done it because Barry was gay.”

“But to be honest, the hardest part
of this investigation is coming up
with the killer’s possible motive,” he
said.

Police are looking for a man for
questioning in connection with the
murder, McElroy said. The man —
who was seen by a neighbor through
McDonald’s kitchen window on
Sunday, July 9 — is described as a
white male, about six feet tall, having
a slender build and weighing 130-
150 pounds. The man is believed to
have blond hair which is combed
ack and cut short on the sides.

The man may be driving a late-
model, dark-colored Plymouth Sun-
dance, which was also seen by
neighbors in McDonald's driveway.

Information regarding the man
police are seeking has been with-
held fromthe city’s other media until
it was given to Dare, McElroy said.

“I don’t want someone else in the
gay community to be murdered
because we failed to let people
know the details of the case,®
McElroy said.

McDonald, a native of Canada,
had been living in Nashville for two
years. A registered nurse, he was on
staff at St. Thomas Hospital. He had
been at work until 11 a.m. on Sun-
day, July 9.

“In our investigation, we have
learned that Barry had recently
o continued on page 3




Aid to End AIDS.
Help us help.

Aid to End AIDS Commitiee (ATEAC)

Box 40389, Memphis, TN 38174-0389
M-F3:30pm—11pm Sal, Sun7:30-11pm
call (901) 458-AIDS
Answering service 24 hours call (301) 762-8401

this ad is a public service of Dere

‘Nashville CARES.
Won’t you care, too?

Nashville Council on AIDS Resources, Education and Services
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202
Education call (615) 385-AIDS
For information on individual or group counseling
call (615) 385-1510

this ad is a public service of Deve

If you're

RENAISSANCE thinking

A REAL ISYATE COMPANY mbuyhg
i L or selling a

TRASBIN LEE STONER, i
Million Dollar Sales Club
Office (615) 248-6161
615 Woodland Street
Nashville, TN 37206

¢ Unique designs by our award-winning designers

e Balloon bouquets

ﬂ;

® Fruit and gourmet baskets
* We deliver everywhere
¢ Credit cards honored by phone

- (615) 833-8555

e 4825 Trousdale (at Blackman), Nashville

Juanita's

Going-away
Party

for Ozzie
Saturday,
July 22
at 2 p.m.

Cookout and
covered dish

1700 4th Ave S., Nashville 615/256-9681

The World’s End Restaurant
presents

Nashville’s only true video
bar and dance club

A full-service restaurant
New Menu
4p.m.-12:30 a.m.
Friday & Saturday
4p.m.-1:30a.m.

Video & Dance Club hours
Wednesday - Sunday
p.m.-3a.m.
Dine & Dance with us at
1713 Church Street Nashville
(615) 329-3480

Monaays

Bay Altornative Hewr Radio show, WEVL-FM 90, 6-7pm.

Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9450.

Tuesdays

Phoeaix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) - Open rieeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
530 and 8pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Wednesdays
Phosaix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Canter.
8pm. Info 801 272-9450.

Thursaays

P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Support group. St. John's
Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer. 1st Thursday only. info 901 761-1444.

Phoonix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
5:30pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Inte the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) Mesting. Memphis Lambda *
Center. 8pm. Info 901 276-7379.

Fridays
Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Canter.
5:30 and 10pm. Info 901 272-9459.

Saturdays

Twisted Sisters (ACOA) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. info
901 276-7378.

Pheenix (Gay Aicoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272-9450.

Sunaays

Agape New Life Chureh  Sunday School, 9:30am. Worship service, 11am. Info
901 276-1872.

Moly Trinity Community Chureh Worship service, 11am. 1216 Forrest Ave.
Info 901 726-0443.

Inte the Light (Women's Alwholics Anonymous) Meeting. Memphis Lambda
Center. Noon. Info 901 276-7379.

Pheenix (Gay Alcoholn:s Anonymom) Open meeting. Memphis Lambda Center.
8pm. Info 901 272

NASHVILLE

Mondays
Gay Overeaters s Open meeting for lesbian and gay overeaters.
MCC, 530pm. Info 615-327-4 4.

Nashwille CARES ARC/AIDS . ‘oport Group. 6:30pm. info 615-385-1510.
Lambda Greup Closed Alcoho!;_s Anonymous mesting for gay men and
lesbians, Unitarian Church..8pm.

MASMET (Maried and Gay Network) Support group for mamied gay men. 1st &
3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm. Info 615-320-0288.

Tuesdays

Nashwille CARES HIV:+ Support Group. Spm. Info 615-385-1510.

AM-Anon Closed meeting, MCC. 6:30pm.

P-FLAS Meeting of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, 4th Tuesday
only. Unitarian Church. 7:30pm. Info 615-662-0332.

MTSU Lambda Assecistion Moeting for lesbian and gay Middle Tennessee
Stae University students, faculty, staff, and alumni. Murfreesboro. 7pm. Info 615-
890-3787.

Seber Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous)  Closed meeting, MCC. 8pm.
Bay Cable Metwerk Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access Television). 9pm.

Wednesaays

Sex Addicts Anonymens Closad meeting for gay men and lesbians. MCC.
530pm.

Neshville CARES Newcomars Group. Gpm. Info 615-385-1510.

Gay Pareats Gremp Mesting, MCC. 1st Wednesday only. 7pm. nfo
615-831-2041 or 615-320-0288.

Thursdays

Insest Survivers Ansaymens Closed women's meeting. First Church Unily,
Franidin Rd, 6:30pm. b

Neshville CARES Visualization Group. 7:15pm. Info 615-385-1510.
Nitermatives (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed mesting for lesbians and gay
men, MCC. 8pm.

\oshion Adult Childron of Alcshelies (ACOA) Meeting. Bom. Info 615-385-
4776 or 615-352-5823.

Frigays

Sexshelics Ancwymens Closed mesting, MCC. Spm.

Neehelics Anonymous Pregram Study Gremp Mesting, Belmont United
Methodist. 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Imssst Survivers Ansaymens Open meating. First Church Unity, Franklin Rd,
5230pm.

Metropolitan Community Chursh Communily Dinner, all you can eat.
7:30pm. $5. Info 615-320-0288.
Say Cable Netwerk Viacom Channel 35 (Community Access Television). 8pm.

Sunaays
Meotropelitan Commmity Chareh Worship services, 11am and 7pm. Info
615-320-0288.

Insost Survivers Ansapsmens Closed meeting. First Church Unity, Franklin
Rd, 6pm.

L et ) G 5 B T AR R S

Special Events

Saturaay, July 22

Women’s Dancs Nashville Women's Alliance, at the
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1808 Woodmont Bivd.,
Nashville. Free. 8:30pm.

Sunday, July 23

Branch Blackand White Men Together/Memphis. At the
Public Eye, Overton Square, 17 South Cooper, Memphis.
Noon. Info 901-452-5894.

Monaay, July 24

Consciousness Ralsing Black and White Men To-
gether/Memphis. Main Library, 1850 Peabody Ave,
Memphis. 7:30pm. Info 901-726-1461.

Thursday, July 26

Night Out Progressive drinks and dinner. Vanderbilt
Lambda, Nashville. Meet at Peabody President’s House,
1801 Edgehill, at 6pm. Dinner at 12th and Porter, 8pm.
Info 615-297-5352.

Friday, July 27

Movie Night Vanderbilt Lambda outing to see original
(1966) Batman film. Sarratt Cinema, Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, Nashville. 8pm. $2.50. Info 615-297-5352.

r——_
(

Saturday, July 29

Forum The Future of Gay Cable Network/Nashville,
featuring GCN general manager Krzyzstof Krakoviak.
Church and Community Forum, sponsored by Metro-
politan Community Church/Nashville. 131 15th Ave
North. Free. 8:30pm, immediately follows weekly Com-
munity Dinner (dinner begins at 7:30pm— $5all youcan
eat). Info 615-320-0288.

Playshop Mid-Summer Night's Kream, sponsored by
Black and White Men Together/iViemphis. Info 901-452-
5804. ;

Wednesday, August2

Mesting Vanderbilt Lambda business meeting to plan
fall semester activities. Peabody President’s House, 1801
Edgehill, Nashville. 7pm. Info 615-296-5352.

Your nonprofit event can be listed free in Dates. Write to
Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422, or phone 615
327-Dare and leave a message. Please include information

about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a contact person’s
name with address and/or phone number for verification.
Deadline noon Tuesday for publication next Friday.
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Navy pins lowa blast on gay sailor

from STAFF REPORTS

Navy investigators say that they have col-
lected strong evidence that a suicidal homo-
sexual sailor was responsible for an explosion
thatkilled 47 sailors onthe battleship USS Jowa
in April, according to reports from NBC News
and The New York Times.

The 10-week probe by Navy investigators,
with FBI assistance, ruled out unstable gun-
powder or flaws in the mechanical or electrical
systems in the gun turrets where the explosion
occurred.

The unreleased Navy report said Gunner’s
Mate Clayton Hartwig, 25, may have been
responsible for the blast, according to both
NBC and 7be Times. Navy spokesperson Lt.
Greg Smith said the investigation report had
beén submitted to the commander of surface
forces for the Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk, Va.; and
eventually would make its way to the secretary
of defense’s desk.

The investigators based their findings on a

. psychological profile of Hartwig by the FBI

and 228 other exhibits, including a three-hour
videotaped statement from another Jowa
sailor, David Smith, according to NBC.

David Smith said he rejected Hartwig's sex- |

ual advances the night before the explosion.

He also said Hartwig had discussed how to set

offa bomb using a nine-volt battery and a small
timer, NBC reported.

Investigators also pointed to the rejection of
Hartwig by Gunner’s Mate Kendall Truitt, who
survived the explosion.

Hartwig had named Truitt as the sole bene-
ficiary of 2 $50,000 double indemnity life insur-
ance policy.

‘When rumors surfaced shortly after the blast
that it might have been related to Hartwig'’s
relationship with Truitt, Truitt heatedly denied
that either he or Hartwig was gay.

" Truitt was later transferred away from the
Iowa, because Navy officials said they feared
for his safety there. e

from STAFF REPORTS

Dare Managing Editor Jeff Ellis has been
promoted to Editor, according to a statement
released today by Publisher Stuart Bivin.

Bivin said that Ellis, who assumed his new
duties this week, will begin working full time
for the paper Monday.

“Jeff's promotion is part of our long-range
plan to serve all of Tennessee as the state’s in-
depth, comprehensive newspaper of record
for lesbian and gay issues. With his leadership,
we will soon be able to offer a larger,
smoother, more professional-looking paper.
We'll be able to fill in the holes in our coverage
and provide more and better regular features,”
he said.

Ellis, who graduated from Middle Tennes-
see State University in 1980 with a B.S. in mass
communications with an emphasis in print
journalism and minors in English and history,

is an award-winning journalist who served as
the first openly-gay Editor-in-Chief of MTSU’s
student newspaper, Sidelines. [

While at MTSU, he won four regional
awards from Sigma Delta Chi, the student arm
of the Society of Professional Joumnalists: Best
All-Around Student Magazine, Best In-Depth
Reporting for Newspapers, and Best Magazine
Writing (two years running). Ellis was a na-
tional runner-up in the Best All-Around Stu-
dent Magazine and Best Magaiine Writing
competitions.

The Best All-Around Student Magazine

awards were for his series Growing Up Gay in |

the Bible Belt, while the Best Magazine Writing
awards were for a Nasbville! magazine piece
on male prostitution in Nashville.

Ellis served part-time as Managing Editor
while working full-time as a buyer for Haverty
Furniture Company in Nashville. o

...gay man’s murderer sought

o continued from page 1

become interested inthe counseling of AIDS
victims,” McElroy said. “He had expressed an
interest to friends in becoming an AIDS coun-
selor and had discussed setting up a counsel-
ing program.”

McElroy said McDonald had been character-
ized by friends and co-workers as “a very
concerned individual, very good at his job,
very compassionate and very caring.”

McElroy said that the killer may have been
one of McDonald's patients. “Based on the de-
scription and the composite drawing, it is
possible that the suspect could have been a
personthat the victim was attempting to coun-
sel,” McElroy said.

Anyone with information pertaining to the
case is asked to contact McElroy, Det. Grady
Elam or Sgt. Robert Moore of the Metro Murder
Squad at (615) 862-7329 or 862-7546. e

...HRGF joins pro-choice groups

o continued from page 1

e prohibiting state-funded facilities from of-
fering abortions :

e requiring doctors to performtests todeter-
mine “fetal viability”

e determining that life begins at conception’

as long as such determinations are “advisory”
and not binding.

The National Abortion Rights Action League
(NARAL) has said the ruling “basically guts Roe
v. Wade and has taken from women the right
to choose abortion and has given that right to
state legislatures.”

The Court will hear three additional abor-
tion cases next term, amove heralded by pro-
life advocates as an indication the court may
completely overturn Roe v. Wade.

HRCF has been part of a coalition of pro-
choice groups organized by NARAL, Voters for

Choice, National Organization for Women
(NOW) and others.
“As gays and lesbians, we must continue to

stand up for the civil rights and privacy of |

others if we ever want to see our own rights
protected,” said Eric Rosenthal, HRCF political
director. “The victories we want in the courts
depend on precedents set in such cases as Roe
and Webster. If we want anti-gay sodomy
decisions like Hardwick v. Bowers over-
turned, the right to privacy must be upheld
across the board.”

“Who decides about abortion or sexual
practices, the government or the individual?”
said Robert Bray, HRCF communications di-
rector. “In recent rulings the Supreme Court—
now heavily stacked with Reagan-appointed
justices — seems to be shifting away from
individuals and toward the government.” o

Waterbed
Rentals & Service

ABBY R. RUBENFELD

ATTORNEY AT LAW

WATTS, UNDERWOOD & RUBENFELD
SUITE 150 / 8000 RICHARD JONES ROAD Bobble Swager / Accounts Manager
3757 Nolensville Rd, Nashville

(615) 781-2646

Designer Artisan
s in Residence
Our covered deck is HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
open rain or shine! FRANET
BEER BLAST
Saturday — Sunday, 4 -8 P%GS
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Eswasy I MAIN STREET
2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 348 MAIN
615 269-5318  Open 3 pm—1 am
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Chez Coblotte

 Friends
Flowers
& Cifts

Beer Blast!
Saturday and Sunday

Fresh flowers don’t have to
cost a lot. We sell

6p.m. —9p.m.
$3 a pitcher

fresh flowers by the stem.
o0¢ a mug o
2817 West End Avenue
Ay R AP EIRIeR | || Nashille, TN 37203
207 st Ave S Nashoitic 675-256-9134 (615) 321-560

SAVE

SUPPORT the AIDS VACCINE EFFORT

Vanderbilt AIDS Vaccine Evaluation Center

is currently seeking healthy persons who are at low risk

for exposure to the AIDS virus to participate in research trials

which evaluate potential AIDS vaccines.

There Is absolutely no risk of acquiring AIDS from these vaccines.
Persons interested in volunteering

for AIDS vaccine research must meet the following criteria:

+ Age: 18-60 years

* Healthy: no chronic iliness

* Low-risk lifestyle for HIV (AIDS) exposure: monogamous
relationship or abstinent, no IV drug abuse

* Available for 12-14 month study

In addition to these general guidelines, volunteers for

the present study must have never had a smallpox vaccine.

For more information about the current study,

? ; or future studies, please contact:
Vanderbilt AIDS Vaccine Evaluation Center at 615-343-2437 (343-AIDS)
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g Talk About AIDS

DoYou Talk About AIDS

®
OnThe First Date? The Call of the Wild _ 15smas acrvse s
® Maria Umpierre filed suit against Rutgers
- Here, here! Uni itv in N i
' illip: e d Come see your local scapegoat! oty o A R iy
Elullip. f sure do., S e said the school denied her the chair of its
‘ | That surprises me. A lot o "e PR s Puerto Rican and Hispanic/Caribbean

of people don't like to talk
about AIDS.

Phillip: Nobody talks about
it. But everybody'’s afraid of
getting it.

What sort of reaction do
you get when you men-
tion AIDS?

Phillip: It certainly gets
their attention.

TENNESSEHE

Dart down your favorite Latino!

Rifle Hispanic women
and win a trip to Machu Bicho.
Knife women who are assertive,

Do injury, injustice

and toast all night to her hombrismo!
Come act all your aberrant inclinations,
come satisfy your aging ego.

Hunt down and torture,
recline, step on, deny, harass,
and get promoted to Old Grand Dad.

Here, here!
Come use your local scapegoat!

Studies Department in favor of a man
who was less qualified. Umpierre is now
the new chair of Western Kentucky Uni-
versity Department of Modem Lan-
guages. Book Editor Sherre Dryden
spoke with her earlier this week about

Are you afraid? eoEeacealliyepn i her lawsuit, her poetry and her new
Phillip: Of AIDS—yes. Of Knot intricately promotions, position at WKU.
A EE o P Dryden: You received national coverage

when you filed suit against Rutgers [the
State University of New Jersey], alleging
discrimination due to gender, ethnicity and
sexual orientation. What is the status of the
case now?

Umpierre: In 1984 1 applied for the po-
sition of chair of the Puerto Rican and
Hispanic/Caribbean Studies Department
at Rutgers. I was very politically active on
campus as a lesbian. I was organizing a
group that was going to sue Rutgerson a

Nashville CARES Aid to End AIDS Committee (ATEAC) Recycle all your —isms! - ¢ - g g
Box 25107, Nashville, TN 37202 Box 40389, Memphis, TN 38174-0389 i e class action suit for not having minority
Education call (615) 385-AIDS M-F330 pm-11pm Sat, Sun7:30 - 11 pm ' women on the faculty. The university
For information on individual or group counseling : all (901) 458-AIDS knew that, so they denied me the chair-
call (615) 385-1510 Answering service 24 ht.nmall(90‘l) 762-8401 Neoteny ship eventhoughIwasthe Jidatethat
a public servios message from Dare and Tennesses Responds fo AIDS | What if I broke in had the most votes and the most support.
Pt | ‘ They denied me the chairship and it was

i tore down your vaulted contract? e
i : : offered to a man that was less qualified.
What if we took down turns

Please, Mr. Postman

for nourishing the children;
your tits, my tits,
similar, so similar?

That man subsequently occupied the
position and he died. So the position
became open and I applied for a second
time. Again I was denied the positionand
the position was offered to a man who

What if I kneit down it alified
2 in 2 newly colored version T 1 .
<Al ] g 3 What happened then was that | got
sl of Julia and Julia, : X v
shout Gicklo ey together with a group of friends and they
::: d ki , L K g told me that this would be the one cas«

Now you can look forward to looking in the mailbox. . Just subscribe to Dare!
Reliable news, informed opinion, literate reviews and fascinating features. Everything
you need o know about lesbians and gay men in the mid-South, in one festive little

package. And now, ouy one, get another for half price. Now you'll be pleased to see the
postman. Postwoman? Letter carierl
1 subscription to Dare, $16 * 2 subscriptions to Dare, $24

Tennessee'’s Lesblan and Gay Newsweekly

the point of no return?

“It’s too shocking”

“It’s terribly unreal”

while your hands get demolished
in insensitive volleys of the ball

Who wins, who loses?
Leftovers, butts of cigars
and your canard necessity to run.

— From Y Oiras Desgracias /

that would probably be carried through
against Rutgers if it was taken before the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. I decided to file a grievance with
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission against the University alleg-
ing that I was discriminated against on
the basis of my gender, my ethnic back-
ground and my sexual preference.

The case has beenall ov=-the newspa-
pers throughout the country. At one
point we were asking donations for the

. legal defense fund and that's how the
O emesends gift suoscription from me to: Enclosed K atotal of i And Other Mnfort_unn The Margarita oy
J i vemeinitions A biiinsia smudous A 0 $16 for one subscription | Posms by Luz Marla Umpierre - . e uced LI LR
Q $24 for two )
l ARSI A o T A R R facetons | Third Woman PI’OSS, 1985 The case was goingto be heard in New
P SENREE o s e e MR © No order or gift order can be | @ WB Jersey but we alleged that it would be
| Gy s e il AT P v rurbal il sl lor' iy | i detrimental to me if it was heard in New
i Fo : cation. | Jersey because it would be biased in
7 O Prease send me a subscription o Dare is mailed inan I favor of the University. The last decision
L ARl e I e envelope. Our mailing list is : that we got on it was thatthey agreed and
: ACIeSE s Fos gl T S S o S S ek Peoney the case will be heard in Washington,
v order to: Dare, Box 40499, 4 ‘ D.C., which is a big victory. Very few
i Mgy 2K A Sy Nashille, TN 37904.0499 i B T e
I Y o S e St s s NG S o Zp l ment Opportunity Commission in Wash-
L Lo 03 W A A T R SR It e R ington.
- T DRGSR ! I don't know when they're going to
ng).
: : : : hear the case.
| Offer good only if postmarked on or before July 31, 1989 | Why did you decide to take the position at
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Western Kentucky?

One of the things that attracted me to
this position was the fact that they were
wiling to consider a Puerto Rican woman
as chairperson. I thought that was a very
good and positive sign about this univer-
sity.

Does the Western Kentucky administration
know you are a lesbian?

They don'’t know that I'ma lesbian but
they do know that one of my publica-
tions in my vita for everybody to see is an
article called “Lesbian Tantalizing” —
and it’s right there. My vita includes the
fact that I was a speaker on the march for
gay rights [the 1987 March on Washing-
ton for Lesbian and Gay Rights], so I'm
not hiding anything. !

The main thing that I'm really very
happy about is that they've finally given
me the opportunity to chair a depart-
ment. ] am now one of the very, very few
— I think thatthere are not more thantwo
persons.

I'm one out of two persons who are of
Puerto Rican origin and are women who
are occupying the highest position at
their rank. I think that’s very important
and that it says a lot about Kentucky and
the University. I am very happy about
thatand I will be working to try and foster
things that deal with minority women
specially in the University.

You’re mainly known as a poet.

I have several books of poems. Critics
have said that the most important is the
last one. It’s a iesbian collection called
the Margariia Poems. They are poems
openly lesbian.

I'was invited by Rutgers — the Newark
campus, which is more open —to give a
reading and a biography of myself. [used
it to indict the University in the things that
they had done against other minority
womenandIread the whole collectionin
public. They're lesbian poems. Well, |
had a standing ovation, which was very
good. The collection deals openly about
my lesbianism and that’s why it was writ-
ten. There are many articles published on
my work, and my work is very political.
It deals with the conditions of Hispanics
in this country, the conditions of women,
and my condition of being a lesbian in
this country, too.

What was the atmosphere like at Rutgers
for gay men and lesbians?

I suffered harassment at the University
[Rutgers]. | had a poster on the gay march
on Washington on my door and it was
stolen. I had a picture of myself and the
Puerto Rican poet Janina Braschi on my
desk and it was stolen and in its place
they left a phallic symbol.

At Rutgers there was a study done by a
woman in sociology whose name is
Kastri, a very well-known lesbian who
has published 2 book on lesbian history.
She did a study at Rutgers of gays and

lesbians and the results were monumen-
tal.

Seventy-five percent of the lesbians
said that they had encountered some sort
of open harassment against them on
campus. It was a very, very imporant
study because it shows the pervasiveness
of the system at the University.

Because of my case, the president of
the University had to institute a fund
called “Making It Safe for Minorities”. He
had to generate a million dollars for that
fund. He was very, very upset about this
because of course it’s money that he was
going tous on something else thathe had
to put to use for this.

What will you be teaching at Western?

Nextsemester I'm going to be teaching
a class called Latin American Women.
After that I'm going to be teaching
courses on women in Latin American
women in the Caribbean, poetry and
Caribbean literature.

Have you encountered any prejudice here?

I only arrived here about 2 month ago.
The only open prejudice was when I
went to the [Lesbian and Gay Pride "89]
march in Nashville when they were
screaming things at us, and things like
that. But that was in Tennessee.

What was your impression of the Nashville
march?

It- was an experience. I'm used to
marching in the march in New York
That’s hundreds of thousands of people
and then there were about 300 there. So,
it felt like a skinnier group, that you could
be hurt more easily.

But I thought it was a wonderful thing
to have it. I was very happy and the
speaker [Renée McCoyl, who was a black
woman, a minister, a lesbian, I thought
that her speech was very true. That we
have to come out, and stay out, wherever
we are. The March on Washington was
very good for all of us. For me, in particu-
lar, it was good because they recognizéd
the fact that my case was very important
for lesbians and gays.

They asked me to give one of the
speeches at the march and they also
invited me to be a reader for the NAMES
project [National AIDS Quilt display].
That was very good for me, to gain more
exposure.

Are you working on a new book?

I'm writing a book of poems on
women who have died — both known
women and unknown women. Friends
of mine or also women who are fairly
well known.

lalready wrote the first poem, to Sylvia
Plath. I'm writing now a poem to Gilda
Radner. That's the collection that I'm
working on now.

I'mgiving a poetry reading on Septem-
ber 27. I'm available for readings, for talk
about the case anywhere inthe area. »

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CAST SHOWS
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Nashvilie’s Premier Gay Dance Bar #2529 Franklin Road, Nashville ® (615) 385-9689




by STUART BIVIN
Publisher

EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE, buried inall the
horrible news we’re all bombarded with every
time we pick up a paper or turn on the radio or
TV, there’s a tiny news item that signifies
something really important, something really
good all out of proportion to its apparent
significance on the page or microphone or
screen.

Last week, we got just such a little jolt — a
litle beam to brighten an otherwise really
dreary state political scene.

Tennessee’s governor, Ned Ray McWherter,
announced that, in spite of his lofty personal
distaste for abortion, he would continue to
support women'’s right to choose the fate of
their own bodies.

At first glance, it would be easy to be cynical
about such a fence-straddle. After all,
McWherter’s statement had a little of some-
thing for everyone, didn’t it? .

e Personal repugnance of abortion: now
there’s something no one with a full deck
could disagree with that. Abortion is a horrify-
ing thing, and not just, as those on the conser-
vative fringe would have us believe, to those
who believe thatthe procedure takes the life of
“pre-born children.”

It’s difficult to imagine that any woman who
has had a:: abortion, or even had to contem-
plate the choice, might have done so without
suffering enormous emotional, if not physical,
pain because of it. No one suggests that abor-
tion is a thing to be undertaken lightly, even
though the picus would have us believe that
choice advocates are pushing abortion as
cheap birth control for the irresponsible and
immoral.

e Support for the right to choose:
McWherter is well-advised here. He seems to
have goiten the message: Americans have a
well-developed taste for liberty and a strong
distaste f~r government meddling.

Once <ampled, none of us willingly back
away ve: ; far from the table of personal dig-
nity. And that is what will happen if the states
try to recall women’s right to choose. They will
meet the wrath of the sensible majority, who
will turn out of office those who try to impose
their narrow, extremist “morality” onthe rest of
us.
e Support for leaving Tennessee abortion
law unchanged: this is a sly move by
McWherter. In one swoop, he avoids havingto
take sides on whether the law should be tight-
ened or relaxed. And may, at the same time,
save us all the possibility of having the fairly
lenient Tennessee approach worked over by
the TV preachers and fetus-wavers.

THE REALLY GOOD NEWS inall thisisthat

it is proof positive that McWherter can spot a
political trend at 100 paces, and adapt his
populist, I'm-as-reasonable-as-the-next-per-
son approach to the rational middle of the
road.
All of which means that soon he'll join in the
coming sensible mainstream with regard to
privacy issues in general, and that may mean
an end to our new and repulsive anti-gay
sodomy law. Perhaps even sooner, McWherter
will actively seek the inclusion of HIV-positiv-
ity, AIDS and ARC in our handicap-protection
law.

And that should be really good news. e
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by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

PUBLISHING AND EDITING a weekly
newspaper is not an easy job. It requires perse-
verance, patience and, quite often, nerves of
steel. Nonetheless, I'm ready to assume to the
duties which go along with a new title.

With this issue of Dare, I take on the title of
editor and the myriad responsibilities that go
along with it.

It's not an empty gesture meant to please an
egotistical writer (al-
though 1 admit to
being that), but rather
it is an effort on our
part to presenta news-
paper that’s both infor-

or so mentioned earlier) and the newspaper is
an important part of their lives.

Some 95% of those people will probably
never see their names in print or know the
people they read about. Still, Dare provides
them with the news of their community; they
don't care who makes the news — or who
reports it, they just want their newspaperevery
Friday. It provides them with a link to the
lesbian and gay com-
munity at large, and

mative and provoca-
tive.

From the beginning,
we've tried to be many
things to many people:
a historical record, a
compilation of local
events, a chronicler of
who we are and where
we are going.

And, as is often the
case when one has
such lofty ideals, we’ve
sometimes bome the

lets the apolitical per-
son know about local
From activism.

the beginning, we’ve We're often  criti-
cized for the political
tried to be many bent of Dare, but poli-
things to many people: | tics makes for good

copy.
a bistorical record, ST ARG
a compilation of local | ever. we all tend to

events, a chronicler

of who we are and

where we are going.
And, as is often

the case when one bas

take things — and
ourselves—alittle too
seriously. When that
happens, we need

" something more en-

tertaining and light-
hearted for balance.
We hope you'll see

brunt of stinging criti-
cism along with praise
from our readers —
and non-readers as
well.

by a sometime-reader
who referred to our
“lack of coverage of
the [NAMES Project
National AIDS] Quilt.”

“No one reads Dare

such lofty ideals,
we’ve sometimes
borne the brunt of

and will, no doubt,
continue as long as
Dare continues.

a more balanced Dare
in the coming
months.
We hope to accom-
plish much during that

That is par; of the stinging criticism :n;-hWefplanmrcir;
newspaper business e eatures an
and will, no doubt, along with p raise opinion pieces (such
i;min“c as long as | from our readers — :e‘;:'oks at O";c":d

) re continues. i omophobia

Often, we are criti- and non-readers the historic 1985 sod-
cized for certain cover- as well omy case in Johns?n
age, or a lack of cover- City); more special
age of some stories or That is part Of the editions (including an
events. Most recently, new upcoming theater is-
we were called to task Sp ap er business sue next month and

separate examina-
tions of lesbian life
and gay life in Tennes-
see); special projects
(in the works is a
coming-out booklet,

anymore because you
didn’t cover the Quilt,” the charge came.

It's obvious #hat reader doesn't read Dare
anymore—atleast not very closely. Butit's not
because of the Quilt coverage, I'm sure. For if
she didread Dare regularly, as some 6000 orso
people do, she would know the Quilt was
featured in no fewer than eight issues of Dare.

Someone else charged that no one reads
Dare anymore because we continue to cover
the much-lamented sex sting trials.

“Pedophiles have nothing to do with me as
a gay man,” he contended.

Be that as it may, we've continued to cover
the sex-sting cases because several members
of our community were involved. We'll con-
tinue to cover stories that effect our commu-
nity because our readers have a right to know.
We'll present the facts as best we can, honestly
and fairly.

Our readers can make up their own minds.

The fact is, people do read Dare (the 6000

aswell asthe first Dare
theater awards).

So, you see, we have our work cut out for us.
It's going to take more people to realize the
goals we've set, which means you'll see an
active campaign to add people to our list of
contributing writers.

We also hope to set up an internship pro-
gramwhich would enable ustotap the journal-
istic talents in local colleges and universities.

WHAT ALL OF THIS MEANS TO YOU, the
reader, is 2 newspaper that is more informa-
tive, more timely. We've done our best in the
past year and some months to effectively cover
the news, but there is always room for im-
provement. And that’s an continuing project.

Butan integral part of these plans is you, the
reader.

We need to hear your ideas and comments,
your compliments and complaints. So write us,
or call us, with your suggestions.

We look forward to hearing from you. e
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The sensible-sboes novel

My Father's Moon. Elizabeth Jolley. New York: Harper and Row, 1989. 171 pages. $15.95.
reviewed by JOE MAROHL
Staff Writer

IF IT HAS NOT BEEN DONE already, Eliza-
beth Jolley has invented the sensible-shoes
novel.

Readers who usually prefer to scan pages
may find My Fatbher’s Moon, her eleventh
book, off-putting because Jolley pretty much
insists that her readers read her word for exact
word. Her simple prose condenses other writ-
ers’ five long paragraphs to a pithy paragraph
of perhaps four irreducible sentences impos-
sible to scan.

My Father’s Moon is an episodic coming-of-
age novel told in first person by the protago-
nist, Veronica Wright, an
uncomplicated English girl
of Quaker background.
The story centers on Veron-
ica’s experiences as a stu-
dent nurse at an isolated
English hospital during the
Second World War.

Her adventures, such as
they are, not only make her
witness to the scarring ef-
fects of war but also lead
her to view herself as an
emotional human being,
distinct from her parents

right, and, then, with sedate little steps, skip-
ping slowly round and round. It is a dance, a
little dance for two people, a2 minuet, graceful
strange and remote. In the steam the naked
bodies are like a pair of sea birds engaged ina
mating display. They appear and disappear as
if seen through a white sea mist on some far off
shore.”

The eloquence of this passage is intensified
by its plainness, leanness, characteristic of the
low-key tone of the book.

Jolley makes art out of the cadence and im-
agery of the academic plain style.

Veronica’s infatuation
with staff nurse Ramsden is
the love story which unifies
the episodes of the novel.
Since Ramsden is well-
bred, evident in her appre-
ciation for classical music,
Veronica goes so far as to
invest in a violin case in
order to catch the other
woman’s attention. When
Veronica has a child by the
hospital’s resident Casa-
nova, she turns away from
Ramsden in embarrass-

andthe girlsheusedtobeat
She relates all her experiences with straight-

forwardness and dispassion one expectsofthe .

technical professions. Whatever poetry there
is in the novel is what Veronica calls the
“poetry of anatomy.”

If Jolley'’s style here is, let’s face it, dowdy, it
is still informed with intelligence and barely
concealed emotion:

“It is Diamond and Snorter and they are
naturally quite naked. There is nothing un-
usual about their bodies. Their clothes, party
clothes, are all inlittle heaps on the floor. They,
the women not the clothes, are holding hands,
their arms held up gracefully. They are step-
ping up towards each other and away again.
They have stopped singing and are nodding
and smiling and turning to the left and to the

...a well-set Table

o continued from page 8

“Do you think I enjoy being a cultural stere-
otype?” she asks the audience.

As her Older Son, the lawyer, Dennis Ewing
is the obedient child who sometimes finds
himself restricted by the confines of family life
and responsibility to his wife and kids. He
dreams of freedom, but ultimately discovers
his real place is with his family.

Ewing's restrained performance gives you
the idea of something simmering beneath the
surface.

Karen Mundy adds anotheramusing charac-
ter to her repertoire as the Older Son's sbhiksa
wife. “We were told Jewish men were faithful
and hard-working,” she says, wondering what
happened to the “sexy tiger” she first met.

Jesse James Locorriere’s on-target portrayal
of the Younger Son is both low-key and
broadly drawn. He seeks “betterlivingthrough
chemicals” and fulfillment in unfulfilling rela-
tionships, smoking pot and snorting cocaine.

Locorriere’s role is probably the most theat-

ment, only to begin, years
later, a quest for the older woman who comes
to represent austere simplicity and tender inti-
macy, the components of the happy calm
Veronica seeks.

THE NOVEL IS 2 fine and sometimes dryly
amusing defense of living close to the earth. It
is also a book about the pleasures of solitude
and the loneliness of love.

Personally, I found little in the book’s tone
or its made-for-Masterpiece Theatre characters
to enjoy.

A certain degree of redundancy inthe novel,

vestiges of Jolley’s publication of parts as short
fiction in periodicals, perhaps, seemed a little
inconsistent with the elliptical spareness else-
where.

Nevertheless, [ admire Jolley’s artisanry here
and the simplicity of her aesthetic. *

- rical of the lot. He exhibits 2 good range,

proving himself adept at both comedy and
drama — plus he has a great haircut.

When the Younger Son meets the Girlfriend
(who happens to be a psychiatric social
worker in need of some therapy herself) we're
treated to a2 comic look at modern romance.

Ris& Nachman, as the Girlfriend, gives a de-
lightful performance: her delivery is skillful
and her timing near perfect as she tells us of
living in the shadow of her prettier, smarter
older sister. She’s an actress we're going to
want to see more of in the future.

As the younger family members, Angela

‘Robertson and Bryan Miller do none of that

precocious pre-teen overacting that some-
times substitutes for real talent. Instead, both
of the young actors give natural performances
that are entertaining.

Thanks to their deft perfformances and Lap-
ine’s genuinely honest script, they more than
hold their own with their older, more experi-
enced counterparts. ©

e
Judy Eron, LCSW |
Licensed Clinical Social Worker | THE VIDEO PLACE
Jim Siebold, PhD /”
Licensed Clinical Psychologist : 00( 0/;‘06"6
Individual and Couples Counseling : :
e | 2641 Franklin Road, Nashville
(next to Steven’s grocery)
: Videos and games for all audiences
Kowalski Chiropractic Clinic | | opef‘m&ml','ﬁ%i:_m
Dr. De I Friday & Saturday til midnight
Chiropuctc Ehyey | Rent2 movies, get 3rd free
108 Harding Road, Belle Meade P with this coupon.
(615) 352-1234 |
(615) 298-4477

Restaurant

Friday and Saturday Dinner 5:30-10:30 pm
165 Eighth Avenue North © 615 254-1277
Lite

The

Gas
Lounge
Monday-Thursday 4:30 pm - 1am
Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm - 3 am

Sunday Noon - 1 am
167/, Eighth Avenue North ® 615 254-1278

Myou ane cou[ia[l:y invited to the
gwncl @penbzg
o/ the cﬁuﬁs’s “?a[[s dowl.tyau[’

Ribbon eutting and opening -
riday, July 28 at 11 p.m.
Open Saturday, July 29 and Sunday, July 30
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® |s your time valuable? Apt. or house cleaning
weekly, bi-monthly, references, free estimates; 615 -
834-5819.

© 88 Honda rebel motorcycle — 300 miles, kept
covered, helmet & cover included — must sell; $1900,
615-834-5818.

© TWO BEANS TEE SHIRTS Fun designs! Write for
free catalog: 2391 Forrest Avenue #3, Memphis, TN
38112.

© WANTED: Reliable, hardworking self-starters in
Knoxville, Nashville and Memphis for commissioned
ad sales. Great part-time, high-pay work for students,
efc. 615-327-Dare.

o WANTED: Reliable and energetic people to help
deliver Dare in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville.
Great pay. Write Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or
phone 615-327-Dare.

*LONG HOURS. HARD WORK. LOW PAY.Dare is
accepting applications from writers. Leam community-
oriented-journalism, and be one of the best. Dare, Box
40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 615-327-Dare.

o Catch our new look! Watch GCN/Nashville Tuesdays
at 9pm, Saturdays at 8pm. On Nashville’s Cable 35.

Run ad for O 2 weeks Q4 weeks O. .. .. weeks

Ad cost per 2-week period $......

O + response drawer charge $ 5.00

0 +BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00

=SUBTOTAL §......

x humber of two-week periods . .. ...

= CLASSIFIED AD TOTALS. .. ...

+0 6 months $16 01 1 year $32 subscription $......

Travel

e TIMBERFELL LODGE, DISCREET HIDEAWAY.
Bed & breakfast inn. 250 acres country elegance,
deluxe rooms & food, sauna, jacuzzi & hiking. Clothes
optional. The South's finest gay men’s resort. Rte 11,
Box 94-A, attn: DAR, Greeneville, TN 37743. 615-
234-0833. -

o TOWNHOME GREEN HILLS 2 BR/3BA. MBR w/
Jacuzzi, skylite. Balc.-LR, frplc-DR, patio, priv yd, kit/
island-W/D. $8K down, assumable $38K mort. Owner
assist; lease-purchase. 615-292-6163.

*GWM seeks M/F roommate to share 3 bdrm house.
No smoker/pets. $200 plus utils. 615-883-6507

* GWM seeking roommate. I'm young, prof., educated.
You are too. $230 + utils. No smokers/drugs. 615-
360-9764.

*GWM, 27, Br/Blue honest, sincere, romantic, career-
oriented. In search of self-confident GWM age 21-30
who enjoys dining, dancing, romancing, music and
conversation. Will answer all inquiries. DARE DRAWER
38.

© All ad prices are for wo consacutive wesis: $10 for up b 100
characters, $20 for up 1o 200 characters and so on.

© Plgase print one character per box. A character is any letier, numeral, [
space or punciuation mark.

© We reserve the right 1o edit ads, and to reject any ad. Sexually explicit
or exploitative ads will not be accepisd. No ad will be accepied without
signature and advance payment in full. We assume no responsibility for

advertisers' claims. 2
© Responsa drawers are available. Responses will be mailed two wesks |
afier the last appearance of the ad. To answer a drawer ad, write to: ’

Dere Dawer #

Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422
© Ads recaived by noon Tuesday will run the following Friday. Plesse
enclose Mmg'nqombrul amount, payabis fo:

Box 40422
Nashville, TN 37204-0422.
© Quastions? Phone (615) 327-DARE.

Almost a perfect comedy

Almost a Midsummer Night's Dream. Rave Revues. Dimcted by Michael Bouson and Joe Correll.
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

RAVE REVUES’ new production, Almost A
Midsummer Night's Dream is a tuneful eve-
ning of zany happenings and uproarious good
times that features two of Nashville’s most

| talented performers — Martha Gabel and Mi-

chael Bouson.

Based on Shakespeare’s comedy, Almost
asks the musical question, “What happens
when a new theatre troupe goes on the road
with a new version of the Bard’s classic and
half of the cast doesn’t show up?”

The answer is Nashville’s best theatre work
of the summer, a knee-slapping, laugh-filled
show that slightly skewers the Bard’s tale of
Oberon, Titania, Puck and company. It’s clas-
sical theatre at its most ac-
cessible and entertaining.

Conceived and di-
rected by Bouson and Joe
Correll (also part of the
eight-person ensemble),
featuring a musical score
by Kathy Shepard with
musical direction and
choreography by Katie
Gladfelter, Almost pres-
ents the time-honored
tale in a colorful fashion.
A jumble of costumes and
tongue-in-cheek sets are

year as artistic director of Rave Revues, has
proven himself one of the most creative forces
in local theatre. He can match Gabel laugh for
laugh, joke for joke, mug for mug.

But that’s not to say the rest of the cast isn’t
just as talented. As an acting ensemble, they’re
hard to beat. They’re as entertaining as all get-
out in their multiple roles.

Lari White as Puck, dressed up in ’60s-
fringed fashion, is delightfully wicked. She
sings with power and humor in her voice, a
twinkle in her eye.

Valerie Green’s deadpan Hippolyta is a
scream: she’d obviously rather be somewhere
else. Her Titania, the fairy queen, is sexy and
lovely: her big production
number, replete with
back-up singers in the
best Motown style, is the
evening’s highlight.

As Hermia, Su Hyatt
makes the most of a rather
sedate role. Her powerful
voice is evident, her
comic timing superb.

-Amid the pratfalls, pit-
falls and mixed-up identi-
ties, Mike Norman and
Rob Daniel shine as
Demetrius and Oberon,

the perfect complement
to the ensemble’s hilarious hijinks.

Shakespeare’s words are brought vividly to
life by the ensemble’s off-the-wall presenta-
tion. It’s truly inspired stuff and so it’s difficult
to single out any performances the best.

But Martha Gabel, so deliciously funny in
The All-New Avante Garage, proves once
again why she’s considered one of the bright-
est lights in local theatre circles. This woman’s
just not right! Asa comic, she’s side-splitting; as
a singer, she’s wonderfully engaging. I think I
want to be her.

If not, then I'd probably settle for being
Michael Bouson, who, throughout the past

though Correll (Lysander)
seems most adept at reciting Shakespeare’s
lines. e

FOR THOSE WHO are put off by the
thought of seeing Shakespeare performed:
rest easy! Although following the show’s ac-
tion is a little tentative in the early going, in no
time at all you’ll be caught up in the story. And
when the show ends, you're likely to be asking
for more.

So, my advice to you is to get out and see this
show before its run concludes August 5. The
show is presented, cabaret-style, in the Back-
stage atthe Barnarena at Chaffin’s Barn Dinner
Theatre on Highway 100. e

A well-set Table

Table Settings. Actors’ Playhouse. Directed by Lane Wright.
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS
Editor

DENNIS EWING's Actor’s Playhouse con-
tinues its innovative, risk-taking season with
thefirst Nashville production of James Lapine’s
Table Settings, an affectionate portrait of a
modern American family, warts and all.

Although Lapine’s fictional family is Jewish,

.the play could be about a
' Catholic family, a Protestant

family or an agnostic family.
In episodic fashion, we meet
its members, get to under-
stand their hopes and fears
and gradually come to think
of them as friends.

The play’s title, explained
in a brief episode by the
Mother, comes from the din-
ner table’s highly-regarded,

often-revered, . ceremonial

role in many Jewish traditions. It is around the
Mother’stable, as well as her Older Son’s table
and even a restaurant table that we come to
know the family.

The Mother, played with warmth and humor
by the very talented Anne Tonelson, initially
seems to be the quintessential
Jewish mother, what with her
tales of her Minsk girlhood
and her traditional values.
However, as eloquently
played by Tonelson, she
emerges from the constraints
of stereotype to be seen as a
sympathetic, mature woman
who still longs for a bit of
romance, “a soft touch on the
back of the neck.”
© continued on page 7
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