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Free personals 
for Valentine's Day! 

Seepage 13. Dare 
---~~-~~~;~~ 
Attorney General 
• • • issues porn op1n1on 

by JACKI MOSS 
Staff Writer 

Tennessee attorney general Charles W_. Burson re
cently rendered an opinion on the constitutionality of 
proposed revisions to Tennessee's obscenity laws that 
the Nashville Coalition Against Pornography (NCAP) 

· said, "moves us one giant leap way down the road in 
lobbying for what we think is right." 

Michael Gilstrap, executive director of NCAP, said 
"This. places us in a very positive situation because the 
attorney general basically said, without our prompting, 
that the things we believe in are constitutional. It gives 
us additional support in dealing with the legislature and 
in working on legislative issues." 

The obscenity laws remain one of the hot topics on 
the gay and lesbian agenda because they have been 
used in the past to close bookstores and other establish
ments that have gay and lesbians among their clientele. 
Generally leaders in the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) have taken the position that the laws may hit 
strongest against minorities and that the rights of 
• continued on page 4 

David A. Bryan, former executive director of the Texas Human 
Rights Foundation, has been named legal director of National Gay 
Rights Advocates, succeeding Leonard Graff. - DARE ALE PHOTO 

Legalization of same sex marriages: 
Should homosexual unions be recognized in Tennessee, U.S.? 

byl.AURATEK 
Staff Writer 
Legal recognition of same-sex 

relationships is a subject that seems 
to be generating a good deal of 
debate in both heterosexual and 
gay/lesbian circles. 

To have a government-sanc
tioned relationship is becoming 
more and more the desire of homo
sexual couples, a right still reserved 
for only heterosexual couples. 
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Just Iba facts: 
New cases of AIDS 

reported in Tennessee, 
by year 

1985 • • 
1986 •••• 

1987 • • • • • • • 
1988 ••••••••••••• 

1989 •••••••••••••• 

• - 25 reported cases of AIDS 

T•-•• Department of Health and 
Environment has released 1989 figures on 
the number of new cases of AIDS reported in 
the state. 346 new cases were reported in 
1989, up from 1988's 321. - OOUTAFF 
GRAPHIC 

During the past few years -
perhaps starting with the mass 
wedding that was held during the 
October, 1987, March on Washing
ton for Lesbian and Gay Rights -
the prospect of legalizing gay and 
lesbian marriages is becoming a 
more realistic goal. 

Denmark last year became the 
first country ever to legalize same
sex unions and Sweden may soon 
become the next country to legally 
affirm such relationships. 

More and more cities across the 
United States are introducing 
"domestic partnership" legislation 
and, according to some activists, 
opposition is dwindling. 

Thomas B. Stoddard, executive 
director of the Lambda Legal De
fense and Education Fund, sup
ports the idea of gay men and lesbi
ans seeking the right to marry. 

"In its traditional form, marriage 
has been oppressive, especially to 
women. Indeed, until the middle of 
the last century, marriage was, at its 
legal and social essence, an exten
sion of the husband and his paternal 
family,• Stoddard said. 

"Nevertheless; he continued. 
"Despite the oppressive nature of 
marriage historically, and in spite of 
the general absence of edifying 
examples of modem heterosexual 
marriage, I believe very strongly 

that every lesbian and gay man 
should have the right to marry the 
same-sex partner of his or her 
choice: 

"Marriage may be unattractive 
and even oppressive as it is cur
rently structured and practiced, but 
enlarging the concept to embrace 
same-sex couples would necessar
ily transform it into something new. 
If two women can marry, or two 
men, marriage - even for hetero
sexuals - need not be a union of a 
'husband' and a 'wife.' Extending 
the right to marry to gay people -
that is, abolishing the traditional 
gender reguirements for marriage 
- can be one of the means, perhaps 
the principal one, through which 
the institution divests itself of the 
sexist trappings of the past." 

Paula Ettel brick, legal director for 
Lambda, holds an opposite view. 

"It is not surprising that some 
lesbians and gay men would look to 
legal marriage for self-affirmation. 
After all, those who can marry can 
be instantaneously transformed 
from 'outsiders' to 'insiders,' and we 
have a desperate need to become 
insiders. It could make us feel okay 
about ourselves, perhaps even re
lieve some of the internalized 
homophobia that we all know so 
well," she said. 
• continued on page 4 

Warehouse 28 sold 
New owners take over 12-year-old 
Nashville lesbian/gay nightclub 

by JEFF EU.IS 
F.ditor 

After almost twelve years, owner
ship of Nashville's Warehouse 28 
has changed hands and names -
it's now called Warehouse Two -
effective January 5. 

New owners Wayne Prince and 
Ted Raper took over the business 
from original owners Steve Smith 
and Mike Wilson, who opened the 
bar in April, 1978. Prince had been 
an employee at the nightclub, at 
2529 Franklin Road, for ten years. 

"I always said I didn't want to 
own a bar, but it was a good busi
ness opportunity," Prince said. 

"I'm real pleased that Wayne and 
Ted have the Warehouse," Smith 
said. "I think by selling the bar I was 
able to help my business financial 
picture." 

Prince's career at Warehouse 28 
began 10 years ago "working the 
lights," he said, and included "doing 
bookwork during the day, then 
working the door and eventually 
going into management part time. n 

Raper, a long-time patron at the 
club, had earlier expressed an inter
est in entering the business, Prince 
said. 

"Not being in the business before 
has helped him to come up with 
some good ideas," Prince said. 

Plans for the business during the 

next six months, Prince said, in
clude a "paint job to spruce the 
place up," work on the dance floor 
and some other structural changes. 

Smith, whose almost 12 years at 
the club included both the high
lights and the low points of the local 
lesbian/gay community's history, 
said he will be concentrating on his 
other business ventures in the 
Nashville area. 

"It was a matter of having two 
businesses to operate and not being 
able to do it properly without a 
clone," Smith said. "By selling the 
bar, we wer trying to make a smart 
business move. We have some 
other business concerns that need 
our attention." 

Sm_ith also owns Airplay in the 
Berry Hill Square shopping <;_enter. 
Airplay, which began as Balloons 
Hi! in 1979, initially specialized in 
balloon bouquets, greeting cards 
and gifts items and has since ex
panded to one of the city's busiest 
special event planners. 

In recalling the past 12 years, 
Smith said the highlights - includ
ing fund-raisers for various chari
table organizations - will always 
be "at the top of [my) list of memo
ries." He estimated that benefits at 
Warehouse 28 have netted "well 
into the six figures" for local organi
zations. • 
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Big events 

TEXAS 
TWO-STEPPING 

WITH THE ·0·1RLS 

Saturday, January 27-
Mustcai TEXAS lWO-STEPPING WITH THE GIRLS, benefit for 
GCN. At Unitarian Church, 1808 Woodmont Blvd, 
Nashville. 7pm. $8. Info (615) 254-8250. 

Sunday, January 28 
Concert INDIGO GIRLS, benefit for Knoxville Pro-Choice 
Coalition. At Planet Earth, 121 W. Jackson Av, 
Knoxville. 8pm. $15. Info (615) 637-3861 or 428-2186. 

Saturday, February 3 
Followup M11Ung New Memphis outdoor activities 
group for lesbians and gay men. At Memphis Gay & 
Lesbian Community Center, Madison, Memphis. 1 pm. 
Info (901) 27 4-1847 or 276-0275. 

Monday, February 5 
CollCIIIIHII Raising Black and White Men To
gether / Memphis. 7:30pm. Info (901) 726-1461. 

Saturday, February 1 O 
Worklllep WHAT CAN YOU 00 TO KEEP ABORTION LEGAL AND 

SAFE? Political skills workshop, sponsored by ACLU of 
Tennessee and Tennesseans Keeping Abortion Legal 
and Safe (TKALS).766 Highland, Memphis.9am
Noon. Brown bag lunch. Into (615) 320-7142 or 327-
0821 . 
OUUng The new Brooks Museum of Art. Black and 
White Men Together/ Memphis. Space limited, please 
register. 1 :30pm. Info (901) 726-1461. 

Sunday, February 11 
Conrad 11111 Potluck dinner. Sponsored by MCC / 
Tri-Cities, at Holston Valley Unitarian Church, Johnson 
City. Spm. Info (615) 926-4393. 
F•dral•r Valentine's show benefits Music City 
Sports Association. At The Chute, 2535 Franklin Rd, 
Nashville. 10:30pm and 12pm. Info (615) 385-9689. 

Free publkityl 
Your nonprofit event can be listed free in 

Dates. Write to Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, TN 
37204-0422, or phone (615) 327-Dare and 
leave a message. Please include information 
about time, location, cost, sponsor, and a 
contact person's name wtth address and/or 
phone number for verification. Deadline noon 
Monday for publication next Friday. 

Chattanooga 
Sundays 
• l•bian I Gay CoDA Co-Dependents Anonymous. Re
flections, Harrison. 12:30pm. lnio (615) 267-7824. 
• Metrop11ilan Community Church Worship service, 
3224 Navajo Dr. 6:llpm. 

Mondays 
• Chattanooga CARES Closed support group. 6:llpm. Info 
(615) 266-2422. 

Thursdays 
• Gay/Lesbian AA Open meeting. Unitarian Church, 3224 
Navajo Dr. 8pm. 

Saturdays 
• Gay/Lesbian AA No-smoke meeting. Uni1arian Church, 
3224 Navajo Dr. 7pm. 

Clarksville 
Thursdays 
• OSGL Austin Peay State Un iversity Organization for 
Support of Gays & Lesbians, group for lesbians and gay men. 
Rm 4, Archwood, APSU. 4pm. Info (615) 648-7107. 

Knoxville 
Sunqays 
• M1tr1p1lltan Community Church Worship service, 
6pm. Corner Weisgarber & Lonas. !nfo (615) 521-6546. 

Mondays 
• aids RespallSI Knonllle PWA Support Group, 7-
8:30pm. Info (615) 523-AIDS. · 
• lay Gradtun lnup Open, nonsmoking Alcoholics An
onymous. T err,essee Valley Unitarian Church, 3219 Kingston 
Pike. 7pm. 

Tuesdays 
• aids RespollSI Knonlll1 Circle of Love family and 
friends support group, 8pm. Info (615) 523-AIDS. 
• Bay and LNblan Student UnionlUTI( Weekly meeting. 
8pm. Info (615) 595-8686. · 

Wednesdays 
• aids R•poae Kn111¥11l1 HN+ Support Group, 6:30pm. 
Info (615) 523-AIDS. 

Fridays 
• lay Bradtudl&nup Alcoholics Anonymous. MCC / Kn
oxville, 1320 North Central. Noon. 
Lesbian Codependents Anonymous At aRK offices. 8pm. Info 
(615) 933-8393. 

Memphis 
Mondays 
• Bay Altornatlw1 Hour Radio show, WEVL-FM 90, 6-7pm. 
Memphis Gay Coalttion Business meeting, 1st Monday. Rm 
A, Memphis Public Library, Peabody & Maclean. Info 
(901)324-4297. 
• Pbo■nlx (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 

Tuesdays 
• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Center. 5:30 and 8pm. Info (901) 272-
9549. 

Wednesdays 
•Agape••• Lit■ Cllurcll Bible study. 7pm. Info (901) 
276-1872. 

Just like clockwork 

• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 

Thursdays 
• P-R.AB (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Sup
port group. St. John's Episcopal Church, 322 S Greer. 1st 
Thursday only. Info (901) 761 -1444. 
• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda .Center. 5:30pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 
• Intl th• Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) Meet
ing. Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info (901) 276-7379. 

Fridays 
• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Me.mphis Lambda Center. 5:ll and 10pm. Info (901) 272-
9549. 
• Seriously Sober ,(Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 
• Coff11ho1111 3RD FRIDAY. Produced by Feminist Produc
tions. Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 1291 
Madison, Memphis. 8pm. $2 donation.Info (901) 276-0844. 
-
Saturdays 
• Twisted Sisters (ACOA) Open meeting. Memphis 
Lambda Center. Noon. Info (901) 276-7379. 
• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Center. 8pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 

Sundays 
• Agape •• Life Church Sunday School, 9:30am. Wor
ship services, 11 am & 7pm. Info (901) 276-1872. 
• Into the Light (Women's Alcoholics Anonymous) Meet
ing. Memphis Lambda Center. Noon. Info (901) 276-7379. 
• Phoenix (Gay Alcoholics Anonymous) Open meeting. 
Memphis Lambda Centrr. 8pm. Info (901) 272-9549. 

Murfreesboro 
Tuesdays 
• MTSU Lambda Support group for lesbian and gay stu
dents, faculty, staff and alumni of Middle Tennessee State 
University. 7:30pm. Info (615) 352-7039 

Nashville 
Mondays 
• Nashville CARES ARC/AIDS Support Group. 6:30pm. Info 
(615) 385-1510. 
• lanbda Group Closed Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 
for gay men and lesbians, Unitarian Church. 8pm. 
• MAGNET (Married and Gay Network) Support group for 
married gay men. 1st & 3rd Mondays only. MCC. 7:30pm. 
Info (615)320-0288. 

Tuesdays 
• Nashville CARES HN+ Support Group. 6pm. Info (615) 
385-1510 .. 
• Al-Anon Closed meeting; MCC. 6:30pm. 
• lahYlll1 Women's Alllanc, Meeting, at the Book 
Oasis, 2824 Dogwood Pt. 3rd and 4th Tuesdays only. 7:30pm. 
Info (615) 883-4833. 
• P-R.AG Meeting of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays, 4th Tuesday only. Uni1arian Church. 7:30pm. Info (615) 
662-0332. 
• Sober Sisters (Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous) Open 
meeting, MCC. 8pm. 
• ICI Viacom cable channel 35. 9pm. 

Wednesdays 
• Sa Addicts Anonymous Closed meeting for gay men 
and lesbians. MCC. 5:30pm. 
• lashYIII• CARES Newcomers Group. 6pm. Info (615) 
385-1510. 
• AfflrmadDI Meeting for lesbian and gay United Method
ists. 4th Wednesday only. 7pm. Info (615) 366-6448. 
• Gay / t.blan Addlcd1ns An1nym1us Meeting, 
Belmont United Methodist Church. 8pm. 
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Thursdays 
• Family Support Group Vanderbilt AIDS Project. Info 
(615) 322-AIDS. 
• 0• in Teen Support group for lesbian and gay teens. 
6:30pm. Info (615) 834-9186 or GALLIP Hotline (615) 297-
0008. 
• lnc•t Surwlvors Anonymo• Closed women's meeting. 
First Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6:30pm. 
• Nashvlll• CARES Visualization Group. 7:15pm. Info (615) 
385-1510. 
• Altlrnatlwes (Alcoholics Anonymous) Closed meeting for 
lesbians and gay men, MCC. 8pm. 
• Lnbian Adult Children ot Alc1holic1 (ACOA) 
Belmont United Methodist. 7:30pm. 

Fridays 
• Suahollcs Anonymous Closed meeting, MCC. 5pm. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous Program Study Gnup Meet
ing, Belmont Untted Methodist. 7:ll pm. 

Saturdays 
• Incest Surwhrors Anonymous Open meeting. First 
Church Untty, Franklin Rd, 5:30pm. 
• Community Dinner Metropolitan Community Church, all 
you can eat. 7:30pm. $5. Info (615) 320-0288. 
• &Cl Viacom cable channel 35. 8pm. 

Sundays 
• M1tr1polllan Community Church Worship services, 
11am and 7pm. lnlo (615) 320-0288. 
• lnc•t Surwlvors Anonym1us Closed meeting. First 
Church Unity, Franklin Rd, 6pm. 

Tri-Cities 
Sundays 
• Gay AA 4pm. Holston Valley Unitarian ChlJ'ch. 
• M1tr1polltan C1mmunlty Churclr Worship service, 
7pm. Holston Valley Unitarian Church. Info (615) 926-4393. 

Tuesdays 
• Support Group Tri-Ctties AIDS Project (TAP). For car
egivers/ families of PW/.s, HIV+ and ARC, 6:30pm. 2nd & 4th 
Tuesdays only. Info (615) 928-6101 or 753-9647 

Thursdays 
• Support Group Appalachian AIDS Coalition. For PW/.s, 
ARC, and HIV+ in southwest Virginia, including Bristol, TN. 
3rd Thursday only. Info (703) 985-0131 . 

Not-Jee 
• Because of the good response to our 

free personals offer, we have extended the 
promotion for another month, through the 
end of February. There are only two more 
issues of Dare before Valentine's Day 
(Friday, February 2, and Friday, February 
9), so get your free personals in before 
Tuesday, February 6, to guarantee publica
tion before Valentine's Day. See Market-
place, page 13, for details. • 
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Dole signs on as Hate 
Crimes bill co-sponsor 

WASHINGTON - Senate Minority Leader 
Robert Dole (R-Kan.) earlier this month 
signed on as a co-sponsor of the federal Hate 
Crimes Statistics Act, bringing the total num
ber of supporters of the bill to 58 in the U.S. 
Senate. -

"Dole's support is an important step for
ward for the Hate Crimes bill,• said Peri Jude 
Radecic, legislative director and lobbyist for 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF). "As leader of Republicans in the · 
Senate he carries formidable power for mov
ing legislation. His co-sponsorship sends the 
clear message that this law has strong biparti
san support." 

Radecic, who has lobbied extensively for 
the bill since its original introduction in the 
previous Congress, said the goal is to reach 60 
co-sponsors or more. 

"Sixty supporters equals 'cloture' in the 
Senate, which means we would have enough 
votes to block an anti-gay filibuster by Senator 
Jesse Helms," Radecic said. • 

&ptists Concerned set 
national retreat dates 

OAKLAND, Calif. - American Baptists 
Concerned, a lesbian/gay caucus, will hold 
their national retreat June 25-7:7 at Wester
becke Ranch in Northern California's Sonoma 
Valley. 

ABC members in the San Francisco area 
will help with transportation to and from the 
retreat, which will begin the day following the 
Gay and Lesbian Freedom Day parade. 

The retreat will include fellowship, wor
ship, support, strategy and organization. 
Registration is $85 until March 30, after which 
the fee is $loo. 

For details, write ABC National Retreat, 686 
Waller, San Francisco, California 94117. • 

Anti-gay violence topic of 
Seattle coeference 

SEATTLE - Anti-lesbian/gay violence and 
harassment will be the topic of an all-day 
conference in Seattle, Saturday, January 27, 
sponsored by the Center for Democratic 
Renewal. 

• Attacks of bigoted violence directed at 
gays and lesbians have reached epidemic 
levels,• according to Kevin Berrill, director of 
the Anti-Violence Project of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF). 

NGLTF recorded 7,248 incidents in 38 
states in 1988. 

"While this represents a significant propor
tion ofall bigoted hate crimes, the problem of 
harassment of gays and lesbians has been 
largely ignored," Berrill, keynote speaker of 
the conference, said. 

The Center for Democratic Renewal , is a 
non-profit, non parti.san organization with 
offices in Kansas City, Seattle and Atlanta. The 
CDR implements programs of research, train
ing, public education, community organizing 
and technical assistance to counter white 
supremacy, religious intolerance and homo-

phobic violence. • 

Indiana activists pkin 
first pride ·rally 

INDIANAPOLIS - Lesbian and gay com
munity leaders from throughout Indiana are 
organizing the state's first major pride rally, 
slated for June 16. 

Justice, Inc. is the principal sponsor of the 
event, which will be held at the Circle Monu
ment in downtown Indianapolis. The rally 
will feature speakers and entertainment. • 

Corcoran director quits 
WASHINGTON - Christina Orr-Cahill, 

director of the Corocorn Gallery of Art re
signed last month after months of debate over 
her decision to cancel an exhibition of photo
grpahs by the late gay artist Robert Mapple
thorpe in June, 1989. 

Orr-Cahill's resignation, which i.5 effective 
February 1, was announced by Freeborn G. 
Jewett Jr., president of the 42-member Corco
ran board of directors. • 

Gay basher sentenced 
WASHINGTON - Judge Robert Scott of 

the District of Columbia Superior Court earlier 
this month sentenced David McCall, a self
proclaimed Skinhead, to 10-30years in prison 
for assault with intent to kill and 5-15 years for 
armed robbery for the September, 1988, beat
ing of a Washington gay man, Rodney 
Johnson. 

David Hyder, another gang meinber who 
was convicted of the same charges, will be 
sentenced on March 12. McCall and Hyder 
had been held without bond since their con
viction by a unanimous jury last November 
17. Richard Grimes, also indicted in the at
tack, fled the jurisdiction and was never 
found or tried. Police are still looking for him. 

The beating, which took place in the early 
morning hours while Johnson was on his way 
home from work, involved several gang 
members, some weilding baseball bats and 
shouting "die, fattot, die.• 

Johnson, who was left for dead, suffered a 
concussion, collapsed lung, broken finger 
and a fractured skull, ribs and shoulder in the 
attack. He later filed a multi-million dollar 
civil suit against eight members of the Skin
head gang. • 

HUD chiefs shunfamily 
leave provision 

WASHINGTON - The two top officials of 
the Department ofHousing and Urban Devel
opment (HUD) have denounced a labor con
tract that extends domestic partnership bene
fits to the agency's lesbian/gay employees. 

HUD Secretary Jack Kemp, along with 
Under Secretary Alfred DelliBovi, claimed the 
contract with the HUD employee union ille
gally "redefines the family.• · 

In an article in PTHE WASHINTON POST, Del
liBovi said, •[HUD isl not going to ratify a 
contract which redefines the family to include 
non-traditional living arrangements. We be
lieve such provisions are illegal.• • 

The 

Lejsek 
Insurance Agency 

Your partner in 
personal protection. 

Tomlejsek 
For all your 

insurance needs. 

(615) 822-5007 
Hendersonville 
and Nashville 

Green Hills Counseling Afilliates 

William C. Compton, Ph.D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Barbara C. Whiteman, Ed.D. 
Certified Professional Counselor 

• 
2400 Cresbnoor Road, Suite 313 

Nashville, TN 37215 (615) 386-7113 

lflliiliiillil•I 
345 South 12th St• Phila., PA 19107 

Gay Men's, Lesbian and Feminist 
Books, Magazines, Records, etc. 

Call for our catalogs: 
1-800-222-6996 

Its a &!ream! 
Come~ our ne,r boobil 

~ 

Alt.emative Gill ~ (l;S OeJ!Ollrce Center 
168 2nd Ave North. 

Nllllhville (615} '244-7346 

Please join us to protect , 
privacy rights in Tennessee 

$20 individual, $30 joint 
American Civil liberties Union of T essee 

Box 120160, Nashville, TN 37212 
(615) 320-7142 

GUERRILLA 
just your 

GRAPHICS 
type 

615.327.3273 
-~ T * 

A, Lambda Counseling Associates 
~ofNashville 

Individual, Couple, HIV / AIDS Counseling and 

Support Groups 

Dan Ramey, LCSW, ACSW 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

BC I BS Preferred Provider Sliding Fee Scale 

(615) 889-2159 

ABBY R RlIBENFELD 
ATI'ORNEY AT LAW 

WA1TS, UNDERWOOD & RUBENFELD 
SUITE 150 / 2000 RICHARD JONES ROAD 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 87215 
615 269-6718 

:Jean. ~'IITUU1.- e:3c,abo"f}, M.S.N., R.N. 

• Co1D1seling 
• Reilci Therapy 
• Visualization for Health 

. 524 East Iris Dr. 
Nashville, TN 37204 

(615) 297-6995 
320-8508 

TRASBIN STONER 

... an agent you can 
be comfortabie with. 

Nashville (615) 248-6161 
M£mba, Million Dollar Sales Club 

Judy Eron. LCSW 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Jim Siebold. PhD 
Licensed Cllnlcal Psychologist 

Individual and Couples Counseling 
Nashville, 615 329-1656 

3 

■ Wayne Brown PARKWAY ■ Home (615) 331-5802 

■ 

11-Roae REAL ESTATE 
Home(615)366-0331 

■ 
PNfXWAY ll£AL ISTATI 

(615) 360-2320 
360-3029 
Suite 110 

1321 Murfreesboro Rd 
Nashville, TN A bom, of yo11 on ■ 

It's for you! 
Nashville's new Gay and 

Lesbian Switchboard is now open. 
• Infonnatton • Referrals 

• Peer Counseling 
EVERY DAY 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

(615) 297-0008 

Kathy D9uglas 
Ge9rgia Douglas 

f•·~TI!la-Qiilll!i. _·_llllilt 
TEAM Realty & Auction Co. 

506 Tankersley Avenue 
Nashville 37211 

(615) 333-3330 or 228-2189 

KOWALSKI CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 

Dr. Deborah Kowalski 
Chiropractic Physician 

Belle Meade• 108 Hading Place, Suite 102 
Nashvlle, TN 37205 • (615) 352-1234 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
GLSU, University of Tennessee 
Box 8529, Knoxville, TN 37996 

615.595.86.86 
We meet weekly, come join! 

1214 Highway 96 E, Franklin, TN 
(In the First Tennessee Bank Building) 

(615) 790-3686 

uanita's 
Sunday 25¢ draft 4 pm - 8 pm 

Monday $2.50 draft beer pitchers all day 

Tuesday is Movie Night 
25¢ draft & free popcorn 8 pm - 11 pm 

Beer Bust - $3 All you can drink 
Wednesday 7 pm - 11 pm Saturday 2 pm - 6 Pn:1 

Nashville's Sunday Night Party Place! 

1700 4th Avenue South, Nashville 615/256-9681 

lowers for all occasions. 
Place your order early 

for guaranteed 
Valentine's Day delivery. 

Roses $45/dozen arranged 
$35/dozen boxed 

j, 
. l~~ I FLOWERS$ GIFTS 

~ siN-olensville Road, Nashville • (615) 254-6886 

... same sex marriages 
• continued from page 1 

"So why does this unlikely event deeply 
disturb me?" she asked. "For two major rea
sons. First, marriage will not liberate us as 
lesbians and gay men. In fact, it will constrain 
us, make us more invisible, force our assimi
lation into the mainstream, and undermine 
the goals of gay liberation. 

"Second, attaining the right to marry will 
not transform our society from one that makes 
narrow, but dramatic, distinctions between 
those who are married and those who are not 
married to one that respects and encourages 
choice of relationships and family diversity. 
Marriage runs contrary to two of the primary 
goals of the lesbian and gay movement: the 
affirmation of gay identity and culture; and 
the validation of many forms of relation
ships." 

How do gay and lesbian Tennesseans feel? 
"I generally support one's right to get mar

ried if they want to but in my opinion a mar
riage, soon after it's entered into, causes the 
relationship to fall apart," said Wanda Horton. 
-~Marriage takes away from the individual and 
creates one dominant 'partner.' It is not some
thing I would personally do, but I do respect 
one's right to do so if they so choose.• 

"We support it," said Steve Davidson and 
Jim Aldredge, both of Nashville. "We have 
been together for over six years and had a 
holy union four years ago. We are very com
mitted to each other. To have our union 
legally recognized would just be a conven
ience forus now becausewe wouldn'thave to 
worry about securing living wills and getting 
powers of attorney. To have· the right to le
gally marry does away with all that hassle.• 

Chattanoogan David McCollough said, "I 
favor it because why should it be only the 
hetero couples who get all the surYivorship 
benefits and tax breaks? My partner and I 
should be able to receive tho5$ same kinds of 
benefits. The fact that we don't is clear dis
crimination. I'm surprised that many in our 
community think that it's imitating heterosex
ual unions and therefore a bad idea." 

"I support the legalization of same-sex 
marriage because I support the individual's 
right to choose, but personally, I don't think 
that putting it down on paper is necessary in 
order to have and to maintain a healthy, long
term relationship, If a couple wants legal 
protection, there are other ways to achieve 
that other than by a marriage document," said 
Jaw student Jeanie Talton. 

''Yes, of course, I support it, why would 
anyone oppose it?" asked Emily Whitcomb. 
"It's not a 'straight' thing to want to legally 
marry, just as it isn't a 'straight' thing to get a 
driver's license, or to work for a living. We 

· should have the rightto do all of these things.• 
"The social fabric of the United States has 

always placed a greater value on control than 
on dignity and self-determination," said Mar
tin French. "I don't think that legalization is a 
short cut to the end of the legal repression of 
lesbians and gay men in America any more 
than finding another burial site is a solution to 
our garbage problem. 

"We need to demand that our legislators 
and civic and religious leaders establish legal, 
moral and ethical precedents that provide 
that relationships between consenting adults 
are not and cannot be controlled by govern
ment.• • 

... pornography opinion 
•Continued from page 1 

minorities need protecting. 
In an interview with Dare last year, Hedy 

Weinberg, director of ACLU/f ennessee, said 
that no one has the right to deny people who 
do wish to view certain materials, their rights 
todoso. 

Weinberg also reiterated that the rights of 
minorities need to be protected against "what 
might .. ,e called mob mentality." 

NCAP's director said his group "will not go 
into bars, clubs, or go after gay newspapers or 
publications," 

"Homosexuality is not the focus," Gilstrap 
said. "Pornography is pornography whether 
or not it is homosexual or heterosexual. We 
just want to get rid of pornography. Period. 
We do not have a hidden agenda and what 
we are doing has nothing to do with sexual 
preference or orientation." 

Gilstrap admitted the coalition "does not 
have the power· to go and tell a store to carry 
this video or not to carry that video," and that 
the group does not currently have a hit list of 
videos or retail establishments. 

He also said that if the coalition's efforts to 
use consumer pressure to wipe out what it 
says the Jaw says is obscene, that he is "not 
saying that we will never take a more direct 
approach to dealing with stores that have this 
type material." 

Among the proposed revisions in Tennes
see's constitution are questions about mak
ing obscenity statutes local, rather than state
wide; whether to include sadomasochistic 
abuse in the definition of illegal sexual con
duct and how many adult-0riented establish-

ments may be licensed for a certain location. 
Opinions rendered by the attorney general 

-at the request of state Rep. Douglas Henry 
CD-Nashville) - specifically stated: 

• "1be amendment ofTennessee's obscen
ity statutes to require a local, rather than a 
statewide, standard in defining obscene mat
ter would be constitutional." The opinion 
states that, "1bere is no constitutional impedi
ment to using a local, rather than a statewide 
standard in determining whether a particular 
material is obscene .. . The decision concern
ing which standard should be employed in 
Tennessee is a matter for the legislature." 

• "1be amendment to the definition of 
sexual conduct ... to include sadomasochistic 
abuse would be constitutional." The current 
definition of "obscene" is, "The average per
son applying contemporary community stan
dards, would find that the work, taken as a 
whole, appeals to the prurient interest: the 
work depicts or describes, in a patently offen
sive way, sexual conduct; and the w ork, 
taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artis
tic, political or scientific value.• -

The definition of sexual conduct is, "Pat
ently offensive representations of descrip
tions of ultimate _sexual acts, normal of per
verted, actual or simulated. A sexual, act is 
simulated when it depicts explicit sexual ac
tivity which gives the appearance of ultimate 
sexual acts, anal, oral or genital. 'Ultimate 
sexual acts' means sexual intercourse, anal or 
otherwise, fellatio, cunnilingus or sodomy; or 
patently offensive representations or descrip
tions of masturbation, excretory functions, 
and lewd exhibition of the genitals." • 
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those who wish it. 

GWSP to host Valentine's dance 
Memphis' Gay Women's Social Group 

(GWSP) will host a Valentine's Dance on 
Saturday, February 10, from 7:30to 10:30p.m. 

Admission is $5 per person and there will 
be a cash bar and light refreshments. Non
alcoholic drinks will be available. 

For the location of the dance or details 
about becoming involved in GWSP, call (901) 

327--0165. • 

Muifreesboro 
MTSU Lambda to host statewide 
lesbian/gay gathering 

The Lambda Associatin of Middle Tennes
see State University will host Tennessee's first 
statewide gay and lesbian picnic weekend, 
April 7-8 at Cedars of Lebanon State Park in 
Lebanon. 

"The gay '90s are here and we look forward 
to uniting in April to advance our cause," said 
Dan Webster, the group's secretary. 

The two-day event will be held at the 
Group Lodge of the park, located just off 
Interstate 40 in Lebanon. The event will in
clude overnight accomodations, dinner and 
breakfast, hiking, softball, volleyball, camp
fire, after-dinner entertainment and a late
night dance. On Sunday morning, a seminar 
will be held to discuss the goals and issues 
affecting the Tennessee lesbian and gay 
community. 

C.ost is $12 per person or $20 per couple. 
Those attending are asked to bring their own 
bed linens and towels and wash cloths. 

Representatives and members of all lesbian 
and gay groups and organizations through
out the state are invited to take part in the two

day conference. 
Advance registrations should be mailed by 

March 24 to: The Lambda Association of 
MTSU, P.O. Box 624, Murfreesboro, Tennes
see 37132. For more information, call Webster 
at (615) 896--9541. • 

Nashville 
Computer network opens lines 
to lesbian/gay community 

"Execs and Secs," a computer bulletin 
board service (BBS) serving the Nashville 
area since September, 1989, has extended an 
official invitation to the lesbian, gay and bi
sexual community to join others already on 
board and to express themselves freely. 

The system is growing with many new 
features to be added in the near future. In 
addition to the existing Alternative Lifestyles 
conference, there are plans to create areas of 
exclusive access for lesbians and gay men and 
a computerized matchmaker dating service. 

To gain access, users should configure their 
computer modem settings to word size of 8 
bits, no parity, and stop bit of 1. The computer 
phone line is (615) 331-1054. Baud rates of 
2400, 1200 and 300 are supported 24 hours 
per day. New registrations can usually be 
confirmed within 24 hours. 

There is no charge for using the service and 
the use of a pseudonym assures anonymity to 

Execs and Secs is an adult-exclusive BBS; 
minors are not allowed on the system. • 

Pulaski 
KKK tries to ensnare gay groups 

Nashville's morning newspaper, 1lfE TEN

NESSEAN, last week reported that Ku Klux Klan 
organizers has attempted to link lesbian and 
gay rights groups to a brotherhood march 
held in Pulaski earlier this month. 

"Pulaski was going to let AIDS-infested 
faggots and queers march, but not white 
Christians," said Klan organizer Scott Shep
herd. "We wanted to use that against them." · 

He said that another Klan member con
tacted the organizers of Pulaski's brother
hood march last November, claiming to rep
resent three lesbian/gay groups wanting to 
take part in the march. 

1lfE TENNESSEAN also reported that a mes
sage left on the answering machine of Nash
ville's Gay Cable Network ( GCN), inviting the 
group to participate in the march was also the 
work of Klan sympathizers. • 

Sewanee 
Noel Coward's 'Private Lives' to 
open at University of the South 

Noel Coward's classic comedy, PRIVATE 

LIVES, will be presented by the theatre depart
ment at the University of the South, February 
1-3 at 8 p.m. ::n Guerry Audtorium on campus. 

The Sewanee production of the comedy, 
which premiered in 1930, will feature Peter 
Smith as Elyot and Karen Pelfrey as Amanda. 
Smith, chair of the theatre department, ap
peared last season as Sparger in KENNEDY'S 

CHIIDREN. Before moving to Sewanee, Smith 
worked as a professional actor, director and 
designer in theatre and film. Pelfrey also ap
peared in KENNEDY'S CHIIDREN, playing the 
role of the Marilyn Monroe character, Carla. 

Directed by senior theatre major Laura 
Lancaster HIii, admission is free. For further 
information, phone (615) 598-1226. • 

Peter Marshall and Patty McConnack start the 
gossip in Neil Simon's RUMORS, presented by Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center February 27 to March 4. 
Marshall is best known as the former host of HOLLYWOOD 

SOUARES, McCormack for her role in THE BAD SEED. For 
tickets, call (615) 741-2787. Ticket prices range from 
$11.50 to $26.50. - DARE ALE PHOTO 

JAMAICA. The perfect holiday gift. 

Tennessee's first all-gay tour! 
$985 includes all this: 
Airfare from Atlanta 

April 28 - May 3, 1990 
Meals • Wine with lunch & dinner 

All bar drinks & cigarettes 
Horse riding • Nude beach • Sunfish 

sailing • Scuba diving & lessons 
Discotheque • Piano bar 

Low add-on airfares from your airport! 
Space limited • $100 holds your spot 

(615) 320-5202 
TN outside Nashville 1-800-548-1031 

• 
EMBASSY TRAVEL 

2-for- l 
Happy 
Hour \ 1 
daily 

4-8p.m .• 
~ ~ 

~ ~ 

Dine '9' Dance 
at 1713 Church Street, Nashville 

5 

210 25th Ave North, Nashville L ___________ _J 

Let our designers create a wonderful 
Valentine for your sweetheart. 

Featuring: 
Fresh flower bouquets • Beautiful long-st.em roses 

European gardens • Cuddly stuffed animals 
Use your credit card to order by phone 

(615) 833-8555 
4825 Trousdale (at Blackman), Nashville 

-- --EAST NASHVILLE 

l~~(O) 
FOOD * SPIRITS * MUSIC 

Thanks to 

TIM'S TABLE OF TWELVE 
for helping to make last Sunday's brunch so successful. 

Hours: Tue.-Sat., 4:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m.; Sun., Noon-Midnight 
Dinner served 6-9 p.m. daily • Sunday Brunch Noon-3 p.m. 

Sing-a-long at the piano 9 p.m.-Midnight ea~h evening 
Major credit cards accepted 

103 South 11th Street (11th & Woodland), Nashville• (615) 228-6988 



6 

r 

Looking 
for love - in just 
the right place. 

Meet new friends. Send a Valentine - or maybe even 
find one. Or just say your piece to lesbian and gay 

Tennesseans, and we'll pick up the tab. Send us your 
personal ad (up to 200 characters) with the words 

"free personals" written across the top of the form on 
page 13, and your ad is free. So don't just sit there -

grab a pen and get personal! 

Ads must be postmarked on or before February 28, 1990_ Please add SS for bold 
caps or for response drawers_ We reserve the right to edit or to refuse any ad_ 

~~~~, 
~ 

Tennessee's Lesbian and Gay Newsweekly 

How to survive winter. 
January is the perfect 

time to drop in and brows~--------· -
for a good book, like 
Franny, the Queen of · -- - -:: ·· 

Provincetown, the classic 
novel by John Preston 

(paperback, $4.95) 
or Robbi Summers' Pleasures 

(paperback, $8.95). While 
you're in, pick up the latest 

of the greatest: 
New York's Outweek or 

The Village Voice, Boston's 
Gay Community News, Los 

Angeles' The Advocate, 

and of course, 
Tennessee's own Dare. 
Visit our resource room, 
and relax with a 
complimentary cup of brew. 
We now have lots of lesbian 
and gay books - more titles 
every day - to choose from, 
so come on in and check out 
the selection. 

It's a &rerun! 
168 2nd Avenue North, Nashville T (615) 244-7346 

Your Visa and Mastercard welcome. 
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Recalling the past 

OLD TIMES_ By Harold Pinter. Directed by Lane Wright. Actor's Playhouse of-Nashville_ Through February 3 
reviewed by JEFF ELLIS 

Editor 
HAROLD PINfER'S plays are an acquired niscences bring forth all manner of sidelong 

taste, what with their pregnant pauses and- glances and meaningful pauses as only Pinter 
dramatic symbolism_ , can write them. 

Often, audiences leave the theatre with a Throughout, there are unanswered ques-
look of bemused disenchantment (or en- tions: were Kate and Anna once lovers?Were 
chantment, whichever the case may be) as DeeleyandAnnalovers?IsAnnadead?IsKate 
they struggle to find the real and imagined dead? Is this all a dream? 
meanings of Pinter's characters and situ- Frankly, I don't know and don't much care. 
ations_ I think Pinter is ridiculous, a sort of intellec-

Such is the aftermath of Pinter's OLD TIMES, tual's intellectual who writes difficult to un-

currently on the ,--------------....ii derstand plays as a 
boards at Actor's Play- sort of mental exer-
house of Nashville. cise. But if you don't 
Performed by a tal- -=--. really know what a 
ented cast Qenny Wal- play's about, what 
lace, Robert Hiers and ==,.• good does itdo?Sure, 

Arita Trahan) under .,.'tf,,·~~i~~~~.,..::,-"¥ i.--....~:w.r:xi:i:M-1'1 it is a superb acting 
the capable direction ~::::;;;~ exercise, and Wal-
of Lane Wright, OLD ~ - --'- lace, Hiers and Tra-
TJMES presents in its han are compelling 

own odd fashion a ~~~'ii/'~~~ performers who do 
theatrical conundrum: wonders with their 
what is this all about? characters, but it's not 

Obviously, it's really entertaining. 
about failed dreams The play's opening 
and the recollections ----~ is so Pinteresque -
of younger days. But its pauses so typical 

presented by the play- ~---- ----------..., of his work - that it's 
wright as it is, OLD TIMES funny for reasons I'm 
seems to be a protracted Obsession commer-" sure the playwright didn't mean. 
cial, the characters posed in the stylized • Wright's direction is very even-handed, 
manner of a Calvin Klein ad campaign. It's all perhaps even lyrical, with an eye toward 
terribly affected and inore than a little con- visual composition. 
trived, perhaps more like a SATURDAY NIGHT WALLACE AND TRAHAN give riveting, 
LIVE takeoff on an Obsession ad. richly drawn performances and Hiers' some- _ 

Ostensibly, the plot cone.ems three people what tentative beginning evolves into an ef
gathered at a farmhouse on the English coast fcctive display of talent. 
in September, 1971. Kate and Deeley (Wal- Set Design by Wright and Rick Harrell is 
lace and Hiers), married for several years, are understated and evocative, while Bryan Bin
anticipating the arrival of Kate's old room- kley's costumes and hair design are perfect 
mate Anna (Trahan), also married and living for the play's time frame and setting. 
in Sicily. But I think I'd rather stay home and watcha 

Ann~•s visit and the accompanying remi- few commercials. • 

Upcoming at the Looby 
ARTISTS' Cooperative Theatre I (ACT I) 

will present TIJE LION IN WINTER, February 1-10 
at Nashville's:( Alexander Looby Theatre on 
MetroCenter Boulevard, across from Foun
tain Square. 

In its successful premiere production ofT. 
S. Eliot's MURDER It/. TIJE CATIJEDRAL, ACT I late 
last year presented the story of Henry II, King 
of England and Sir Thomas Beckett. 

THE LION IN WINTER, gives further dramatic 
credence to the story of Henry II and his 
marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine and the 
battles for land acquisitions which continued 
for generations. 

Henry and Eleanor will be played by Rob 
Daniel and Peg Alle_n, who played opposite 
each other in last year's Nashville Public 
Theatre production of TiiE CAVEDWELLERS-

Tickets to are $7, with group rates avail
able, and parking in the Looby Theatre lot is 
attended. For reservations, call (615) 885-
5821. 

Following TIJE LION IN WINTER on the Looby 
stage will be the Nashville Shakespeare Festi
val production of Charles Copenhaver's KNOT 

1 LAND, February 15-24. 
KNOT , LAND is a multi-media production 

starring Denice Hicks and Mark Cabus. Chris
topher Knowles will create the elaborate 
soundscape for the production, with the set 
designed by Rhode Island-based sculptor and 
performance artist Bob Rizzo. 

KNOT I LAND was first produced in 1976 in 
Strasbourg, France, with an all American cast. 
The Nashville Shakespeare Festival produc
tion will be the American premiere of the 
work. 

THE WORK'S major-theme is regenera
tion: of the individual, of society and the en
vironment. Much of KNOT I LAND is visual 
images created by the interaction of the actors 
with the set, projections and lighting. 

Tickets are $5 and will be available at the 
door. For reservations, call (615) 758-7559. • 
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Sunday -
Dinner 
Special 

ALL YOU 
CAN EAT 

SPAGHETTI . 
with Italian meat 
sauce. Served 

with garlic bread 
and house. salad. 

$3.00 

• Our reeular 
menu is always 

available 

ODl 

THE JOURNEY HAS BEGUN 
I OPEN I WED-THU-FRI-SAT-SUN 

Wednesday 
OPen 8Pm-2am 
Draft 50¢ all nite 
Well $1 all nite 

Thursday 
OPen 8Pm-2am 

Draft 50¢ all nite 
Well $1 all nite 

TALENT SHOWCASE 
Watch your friends Perform 

for cash Prizes. 
Shows 10:30Pm and midnite 

HELPING HANDS NITE 
Support your 
local say and 

lesbian orsanizations. 

FROM ••LIPSTIX .. IN ATLANTA Friday /Saturday 
OPen 8Pm-3am 

Shows at 11 Pm and 1 am 
Dancins in the ··infinity•• 

dance room all nite 

Sunday 
OPen 6Pm-midnite 

Dance • Dance • Dance · 
Plus special events 

• Bertha Butt 
• Teri Livi·nsston 
and f eaturins live -•Thom Byrum 

ALL ·you CAN EAT 
Specials 

-· every Sunday -
$3.00 

FREE DAR.KING nexttotheNashvilleGasBu_ildina r-- I · - also Plenn, of street Parkma 
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L ong ago I made a rule nol lo 
relUrn lo _finished work; com
munion wilh whal was ended 
seemed lo me unheallhy," 

Lillian I I ell man wrole in January, 
19/42, almost eight years after the 

by production of her first play that es
JEFF ELLIS lablished her reputation and l·cd to 

Editor her later theatrical success. 
Hellman's first play to be pro

duced on Broadway was TI-IE CHIL

DREN'S HOUR, a controversial drama 
in three acts, which dealt in frank 
terms, given the mores of 1934, with 
a subject long considered taboo in 
the theatre-lesbianism. In today's 
climate, Hellman's treatment of her 
characters' sexuality is cof1sidered 
tame and somewhat stilted. After 
all, the word •lesbian" is never ut
tered. Rather, the characters discuss 
rather obliquely one woman's af
fection for another, endowing the 
work with language that borders on 
the stilted. 

"THERE ARE, OF COURSE, 
many things wrong with IBE CHIL

DREN'S HOUR; Hellman wrote in 
1942, in the inµoduction to a collec
tion of four of her plays, published 
by The Modem Library. 

But Hellman admitted in that in
troduction that, prior to reading the 
proofs for that book, she had never 
read the-plays before, "nor, beyond 

lhe rehearsal period, have I ever 
seen them played lhrough. I had, of 
course, read parts of the plays -
always the parts I liked, and I have 
seen parts of the plays once they 
had opened - always·· the part I 
liked." 

Hellman, who died in 1984 at the 
age of 79, also wrote TiiE LITTLE 

FOXES, WATCH ON TiiE RHINE, ANOTiiER 

PART OP TiiE FOREST, TiiE AlJrUMN GAR

DEN and TOYS IN TiiE ATnC. 

SINCE THE FUROR CAUSED ON 
Broadway by Hellman's play in 
1934 (starring future Oscar winner 
Anne Revere, Katherine Emery and 
Robert Keith and produced and 
directed by longtime Hellman asso
ciate Herman Shumlin), it has been 
adapted for film twice. The first film 
version - called TiiESE TiiREE -

from Samuel Goldwyn's independ
ent studio in 1934, was directed by 
William Wyler and starred Merle 
Oberon, Miriam Hopkins and Joel 
McCrea. 

From a screenplay written by 
Hellman herself, director Wyler and 
photographer Gregg Toland 
crafted an effective film desAite 
censorship which demanded that 
no mention be made of a lesbian 
relationsh ip between the two 
women. 

The second movie version -

called TIIE CIIILDREN's HOUR - also 
directed by Wyler, was made in 
1963, with a cast . that included 
Shirley Macl.aine, Audrey Hepburn 
and James Garner. While it re
mained faithful to Hellman's origi
nal work, it was a flop at the box 
office and was sniped at by critics 
for the moralistic tone of its conclu
sion. 

The play's conclusion - as well 
as that of the 1963 film version -
brings about the suicide of one 
character, not because she is a les
bian, but because she realizes she 
had lesbian thoughts for another 
woman. 

"Lillian had written a slow exam i
nation of one woman's personal 
growth in the area of falling in love 
with another woman,• MacLaine 
told a reporter. "But Willie Wyler 
didn't want that, and that's why the 
story didn't work on filr~. • 

"IT TOOK A YEAR AND A HALF 
of stumbling stubbornness to do the 
play," Hellman said. "I remem
bered, in the hodge-podge that 
came back . . . , how many times I 
tore it up, how many characters I 
took out and put back and took out 
again; how I reached back into my 
own childhood and found the day I 
finished MLLE. DE MAUPIN; the day I 
faked a heart attack; the day I saw an 

One of the girls, Mary Tilford, , 
in a spiteful rage, · tells her grandmother 
the two women are '/overs. Wl:!at ensues 
represents the far-reaching effects of 

gossip and innuendo, ultimately ending 
with the women,s financial and social 

ruin and one,s death. 

C E N T 

The Childr 

arm gettwisted. And I thought again 
of the world of the half-remem
bered, the half-observed, the half
understood which you need so 
much as you begin to write." 

The plot of Hellman's play con
cerns two women - Martha Dobie 
and Karen Wright - who run a 
boarding school for girls in a small 
New England village. One of the 
girls, Mary Tilford, in a spiteful rage 
tells her grandmother the two 
women are lovers. What ensues 
represents the far-reaching effects 
of gossip and innuendo, ultimately 
ending with the women's financial 
and social ruin and one's death. 

"The theme of THE CHILDREN'S 

HOUR was good and evil," Hellman 
said. "The play probably should 
have ended with the suicide: the last 
scene is tense and over-burdened. I 
knew this at the time, but I could not 
help myself. I am a moral writer, 
often too moral a writer, and I can
not avoid, it seems, that last sum
ming-up. 

"I think that is only a mistake 
when it fails to achieve its purpose, 

The cast of Lakewood Theatre's production of THE cHIL 

Beagan, Tracy Morell and Teresa Nelson. - DARE STAF 
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ren's Hour 

and I would rather make th attempt, 
and fail, that fail to make the at
tempt." 

Subsequent stage adaptations of 
Hellman's first success have gener
ally fallen to small professional 
companies and the occasional pro
duction by community theatres, 
much like the production which 
opens tonight at Lakewood Com
munity Theatre in Lakewood. 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
Genia Shipman, the community 
theatre group will, for the next three 
weekends, give their own interpre
tation of Hellman's play. 

The cast includes Tracy Morell, 
Teresa Nelson, Keith Beagan, Jesse 

_ Raye, Helen Aikins and a cast of 
seven adolescents including Molly 
McCann as Mary and Leslie Holmes 
as Rosalie. Whether the show will 
be accepted by local audiences re
mains to be seen. 

"I think it's very exciting we're 
doing in this in a theatre that is more 
accustomed to doing fluff, come
dies," Beagan sa.id. 

E CHILDREN'S HOUR includes (left to right) Helen Aikins, Keith 
E STAFF PHOTO BY JIMMY CHILDERS 

"I think it's great that they [the 
Lakewood Theatre board of direc
tors) are letting us to do it such a 
dramatic work with such a contro
versial subject.• 

Despite the play's age, first pro
duced on Broadway as it was in 
1934, Shipman and her cast feel the 
plot and characterizations more 
than compensate for Hellman's 
somewhat dated language. 

"I think it's very relevant to to
day's audiences," Shipman said. 
"Just last week a Fox TV series, 21 
JUMP STREET, which has always been 
on the cutting edge of what is timely 
and topical, did an episode that 
dealt with a character's confusion 
with her sexuality. What that char
acterwent through is similar to what 
the characters in THE CHILDREN'S 

HOUR go through. Even though the 
show is almost (,() years old, it's still 
relevant, -especially here in the 
South. 

''That's because there are people, 
perhaps more in the South, who 
think certain things are bad simply 
because they've been taught they 
are bad and don't consider the con
sequences of their actions when 
they judge someone." 

Beagan agreed: ''There seems to 
be more awareness of lesbian and 
gay issues among the public and 
because of that the play's theme is 

relevant. 
. "I hope that people won't look at . 

it as a story about lesbians, because 
it's much more than that. It's not 
really a story of good versus·evil, as 
Hellman suggested, because evil ul
timately wins out. I think it's a story 
of how ill-founded, and un
founded, gossip can really destroy 
someone's life." 

IN LATER YEARS, HELLMAN, 
talking about the play, said it isn't 
about lesbianism at all: rather, it is 
about a lie. 

"It is about a lie, spread for vi
cious reasons," Shipman said. "The 
play does deal with the question of 
good versus evil and the dangers of 
making unfounded accusations. 

• Often it seems that people who 
are wrongly accused in this country 
have a more difficult time proving 
their innocence. We're taught that 
people are innocent until proven 
guilty. 

"But, unfortunately, it doesn't 
always work that way.• 

The Lakewood Theatre produc
tion of THE CHILDREN'S HOUR runs 
January 26-February9, with curtain 
at 8 p.m. for evening performances, 
2:30 p.m. for Sunday matinees. 

For reservations, call the theatre, 
located at 2211 Hadley Avenue in 
Lakewood, at (615) 847-0934. • 

Helen Alkins as Ameila Tilford. - OARE STAFF PHOTO BY JIMMY 

CHILDERS 

"I think it's very 
relevant to today's 
audiences," 
Shipman said. 'Just 
last week a Fox 1V 
series, 21 JUMP 

STREET, which has 
always been on the 
cutting edge of 
what is timely and 
topica~ did an 
episode that dealt 
with a character's 
confusion with her 
sexuality." 
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Your guide 
to the gay '90s. 

0 
0 
0 

We'll be here to keep you up to date on what's happening 
in the lesbian and gay community into the '90s. 

We're Dare, Tennessee's first and only truly statewide 
lesbian and gay organization. 

Each week, we bring you reliable news, informed opin
ion, literate reviews and fascinating features - everything 
you need to know about lesbian and gay life in Tennessee, 
in one festive package. 

That festive package also makes a great gift that keeps on 
giving all year long. If you like, we'll even send a gift card 
in your name. 
And now. you have a choice: a more affordable third-class 

subscription rate, and a first-class subscription for those 
who just can't wait. 

• 1 year of Dare mailed 1st class, $35 
• 1 year of Dare mailed 3rd class, $20 

Please allow 5 - 10 days for delivery of 3rd-class mail. 

~~,~~ 
~ 

Tennessee's Lesbian and Gay Newsweekly 

------
Please send a □ $35 lst-dass □ $20 3rd<lass gift subscription to: 

Name . ....... .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... .. ...... .. .......... .. 

Address. ........ .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . ........ . .. . . .. ...... . 

City . . . • . .. . .. . .. . •... . . .. . State .•.. .• ..•• Zip .. . .. .... . 

Q Please send me a O $35 lst<lass O $20 3r<i<lass subscription: 

MyNamc. . .... .... ....... . . . ..... . ..... . . ........... . 

Address. ........ . ..... .. ... . .. . .. . . . ................ . 

City . .•. . •...•....•.... . .•. State •.•••••••• Zip ..... . .. .• 

Phone (Day) . • .. ... . ... .. . ....... . .. . ...... .. .... . .... • 

(Evening) .. . . . . . . . . ......... . ....... . . ........ . . 

Signature . . ... . . .. . ... . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. ... .. . ..... . 

------
$35 for each subscription 

mailed 1st class $ .. .. ............ . 
$20 for each subscription 

mailed 3rd class $ ................ . 
Q Please enclose a gift card. 

TOTAL $ ....... .... ..... . 

• No order or gift order can be 
accepted without YOUR phone 
number and signature for 
verification. 
• Darr, is mailed in an envelope. 
Our mailing list is confidential. 
• Please send check or money order 
to: Da~ Box 40422, Nashville, TN 
37204-0422 

,~~ 
~~ ~-" ~~ . ] 
~ .... ... \' . " 
~~ ~ 

L 
. Offer good only in the United States and if postmarked on or before January 31, 1990. .J -~----------------------
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Considering Mishima 
ACTS OF WORSHIP: SEVEN STORIES. Yukio Mishima. Translated by John Bester. 

Tokyo: Kodansha, 1989. $17 .95. 
reviewed by JOE MARIN. 

IT WAS AIMOST 20 years ago that Yukio a mask of effrontery, hoping to become the 
Mishima, the famed Japanese novelist, com- beloved enemy of the handsome Jiro. He 
mitted seppuku in formal protest of the in- believes that beneath Jiro's perfection and 
creasing democratization of Japan. In accor- moral uprightness isa "need to be startled and 
dance with tradition, his samurai-lover de- threatened by something." Mibu, however, is 
capitated him to complete the gesture. The abject in his worship of the older youth, 
gesture, incomprehensible to most Western- wanting not only to please him but to flatter 
ers, was simultaneously political and per- him by becoming a reflection of his excel
sonal in nature and ended a nearly 25 year Jenee. The two boys' unspoken rivalry for 
career as his nation's most famous writer. Jiro's attention becomes the impetus for the 

Mishima did more story's ironically tragic 
conclusion. than write fiction. He 

was chief member of a 
right-wing political 
group which de
manded the reinstate
ment of tradit ional 
Japanese feudalism. He 
wrote, acted in and di
rected films and plays, 
and conducted a sym
phony. His collabora
tion (as nude model) 
with photographer 
Eikoh Hosoe, ORDEAL 

BY ROSES (1963), is a 
masterpiece of visual 
erotica in the twentieth 

Mishima did Although this story 
concerns philosophi
cal bonds, Mishima's 
language d iscloses a 
continuous subtext of 
eroticism: "Every
where, the subtle play 
of light on young skin 
revealed undulations 
in the smooth flesh like 
the exposed roots of a 
tree." 

more than write 
fiction. He was 

chief member of a 
right-wing political 

group which 
demanded the 

rei.nstatement of 
traditional Japanese 

feudalism. 

"Act of Worship; the 
last story in the collec
tion, details a unique 
but not altogether dif
ferent relationship, becentury. His interest in 

physicality led to further accomplishments in 
body-building and kendo, samurai-style 
swordplay. 

For readers not already familiar with 
Mishima through his novels - the more well
known being FORBIDDEN COLOURS, CONFES

SIONS OF A MASK and nra DECAY OF nra ANGEL -

comes. this volume of seven short stories 
written between 1946 and 1965, translated 
and introduced by John Bester. 

Mishima's stories seem to be primarily 
concerned with the opposition of brute 
physicality ("that darkness of blind strength 
which is essentially what muscles are all 
about") and ineffable intellect which tends to 
be passive .and voyeuristic ("the darkness in 
which he walked immersed was gradually 
pervading him"). 

His focus is strictly on.the masculine tem
perament, which is universally dark and 
philosophical. The meeting of these two 
opposites occurs in the act of cruelty. Cruelty, 
in particular, is the antidote to unfeelingness, 
the poison of mod:em existence, according to 
Mishima. 

In effect, then, cruelty may be considered 
an act of love and worship, as when the 
schoolboys reverently dismember the hand
some sailor in THE SAILOR WHO FEU. FROM GRACE . 

WITH THE SEA. 

The longest stories in this collection, 
"Sword" and "Act of Worship," each one a 
novella divided into chapters, bear these 
ideas out. "Sword" is a morality tale concern
ing physical and emotional discipline and 
two kinds of devo~ion. 

The central figures are Jiro, 'Kagawa and 
Mibu, three members of a college fencing 
team. Jiro is the highly disciplined, stoical 
leader, and Kagawa and Mibu are his admir
ing subordinates, rivals for his respect. 
Kagawa, however, hides his respect beneath 

.tween an effeminate poetry professor of 
about sixty and his student, a dowdy woman 
of about forty, who, while attending the 
professor's class to learn more about writing 
poetry, was induced into becoming his 
housekeeper. 

The story takes place after the two have 
been together for ten years, when the profes
sor unexpectedly commands the woman to 
accompany him on a trip to his boyhood 
home. Tsuneko, the woman, takes the oppor
tunity to probe the mystery of her employer 
and mentor, for whom she devotedly keeps 
herself unattractive Oest onlookers infer that 
their relationship is erotic) and in whose 
reprimands she takes inexplicable delight. Of 
all the stories, this one is the least overtly 
erotic. Much of its imagery derives from land
scape and literary allusion. 

But it achieves a weird brilliance by com
bining romanticism and cynicism. The cruelty 
of these two principal characters is less brut
ish, not physical at all, but emotional. The two 
attempt to dominate each other mentally. The 
style of the story is more typical of E.M. 
Forster's writing than that of Jean Genet, with 
whom Mishima is often (rightly) compared. 

THE REMAINING stories, no less mar
vellous for being brief, are charged with color 
and sensuality. Mishima's unabashed phallo
centrism may put off feminists - especially 
since women are usually treated at best mar
ginally, though with surprising reversals in 
the opening and closing stories - and his 
pro-fascist politics, mutely evident here, is 
difficult for the thinking person to swallow. 
Masochism and cruelty are other possibly 
alienating effects in these tales. I would has
ten to add, though, that you won't easily find 
erotic writing as mysterious, mildly perverse 
and brilliant as this anywhere this side of 
Oscar Wilde's SALOMt. • 
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200 HAPPY FEET 
Join the crowd (more than 100 people last week!) 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings for free Western dancing 
lessons with Jim, 7 :00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Start any time -

beginners are always welcome. 

WE'RE YOUR NASHVILLE DANCE PLACE 
Western dance in the Trophy Room every Friday 

and Saturday, or join our DJNJ Stephen for disco dancing 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. 

11 
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- Yankee doodle dandies 

BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY. Directed by Oliver Stone. Screenplay by Oliver Stone and Ron Kovic, 
based on the book by Kovic. Starring Tom Cruise. 1989. 

reviewed by Fl YNNE MALONE 
Staff Writer 

I CAN'T REMEMBER the last time I had to 
look away from the screen to keep my bal
ance, but I did more than once while watch
ing BORN ON TiiE FOURTII OF JULY. 

Usually I can tell myself that it's just a movie 
while analyzing the film techniques that are 
effectively working to make me uncomfort
able, but BORN ON TIIE FOURTII OF JULY is differ
ent. Looking away doesn't help much. 

The war footage is difficult enough. Direc
tor Oliver Stone (TIIE 

HAND, SALVADOR, PLA

TOON, WALL STREET, TALK 

RADIO) has his movie 
making down right. 
Blood packs are bitten 
and spurt on cue. Slow 
motion \:amera affords 
every detail of near
death, even turning teh 
world upside down as 
Ron Kovic is carried 
wounded off the battle
field. 

Or often the camera 
subjectively searches in 
battle confusion. Jutting 
here and there, trying to get a grip on the 
lethal chaos that is war. 

Here is the worst of Viet Nam: the killing of 
women, children, fellow American soldiers, 
and the resultant moral decay that corrodes 
body and soul. The cries of the orphaned Vi
etnamese babies haunt Kovic as a crime 
against humanity, a parody of the voices of 
the children that he will 
never have because he 
will never make love to a 

opening July 4th parade in the placed 'SOs, a 
high school prom of the '60s with "Moon 
River" music, through the war (shot in the 
Philippines), and into the patriotic war pro
test of civilians, and finally veterans, of the 
'70s. The art direction spanning these 20 years 
is unfailing in period conviction and detail, 
while the sound track recalls the eras in ways 
that nothing else can. John Williams' original 
score doesn't haunt as did the theme for 

Stone's PLATOON, but it 
works well in counter -
point to the pop period 
offerings. 

Cruise gives a daring, 
guts out performance 
that reminds me of the 
tormented rage of Jes
sica Lange playing · 
Frances Farmer. He 
should at least be nomi
nated for an Oscar, if not . 
win one. His clean good 
looks as a high school 
graduate are perfectly 
suited to the simplicity of 
belief that unquestion

ingly sent Kovic blindly to his hellish fate, the 
flames of which reached far beyond South
east Asia. -

Yet as Cruise riots against rotting in the VA 
hospital and then comes to comprehend the 
depth of protest against the war that cost him 
at least his legs and family, he is transformed. 
Through wigs and searing contempt, he takes 

on the demeanor of a 
fried wizard on acid. His 

woman. 
These are the interior 

wounds that refuse to 
heal. Theyareevidenced 
by the exterior wounds 
of a 20-year-old boy 
paralyzed from the chest 
down. 

It's tempting 
rage at the sacrifice of his 
vitality overtakes him in 
Mexico in some truly 
insane scenes with a 
deeply crazed fringe 
character played by 
Willem Dafoe. Mexico's 
tequila and bought, 
beautiful women pro
vide no solace. But the VA hospital is 

worse still: neglect, rats, 
vomit, urine, excrement, 
malfunctioning equip
ment, used bodies ware
housed because they 
aren't useful anymore. 

Ron Kovic, played by 
Tom Cruise (RISKY BUSI-

NESS, TOP GUN, TIIE COLOR 

OF MONEY, TOP GUN) 

emerges from all this 
horror, simplistically, 
patriotic as he was as the 
manchild of 18 who en-

to see 
BORN ON THE 

FOURTH OF JULY 

as strictly an anti
war film, and to be 
sure, it's that. But I 
perceive that it is 
much more about 

finding the courage 
to align beliefs, 

experience 
and action in life. 

Slowly, Kovic finds 
his way to a meaning 
through war protests 
that are shot in the same 
disorienting style as the 
foreign combat footage. 

The end, when he is 
moments from address
ing the nation at the 1976 
Democratic Conven
tion, is almost anticli
mactic, but I was 
numbed with emotion 
by then anyway. 

listed in the Marines right out of high school 
with the certain knowledge of at least one 
tour of duty in Vietnam. This movie is about 
his depths and the illustrated ability of a 
hui:nan being to change when confronted 
with the evidence of a life, his own, that does 
not make sense. 

It's tempting to see BORN ON TIIE FOURTii OF 

JULY as strictly an anti-war film, and to be sure, 
it's that. But I perceive that it is much more 
about finding the courage to align beliefs, 
experience and action in life. 

This is a very powerful rendering. I highly 
recommend it, but be forewarned, it hard to 
watch. [)q it. • The film tours us through an overbuilt 



Announcements 
• Attention lesbians and gay womyn: A nite to unite. 
Finding it difficult to meet others? Interested in forming 
a social group for support, discussion & social activi
ties? Nashville. Write Dare DRAWER 48. Will reply! 

• SPB.l OUT YOIII LOVE: We're proud to announce 
the extension of our FREE PERSONALS. Send a Valen
tine message. Meet new friends. Start a reading group. 
Or just say your piece to lesbian and gay Tennesseans, 
and we'll pick up the tab. Send us your personal ad (up 
to 200 characters) with the words "free personals" 
written across the top of the form below, and your ad is 
free. Don't just sit there - grab a pen and get personal! 
Ads must be postmarked on or before February 28, 
1990. Don't forget to add $5 for response drawers. We 
reserve the righttoeditorto refuse any ad. Offer not good 
for announcements, sales, real estate or commercial 
classified ads. 

• Established art firm headquartered in Nashville ex
panding. Looking for creative career-minded individu
als to grow with us. Commission plus incentives.Taste
ful flair a plus. Call Tues.-Fri. (615) 662-2666. 

· • Harvey's Cleaning Service. Dependable, affordable. 
Get a clean start for the '90s. Call (615) 228-3060. 
Nashville. 

or money order for $15.95 to Dykes Are Us, 151 Tandy 
Ln, Oak Grove, KY 42262. 

• Help! Let me breathe again. I'm allergic to my beauti
ful , orange, long-hair, male, 6-month-old cat. He's very 
sweet and lovable. Please give him a home. Call Laura 
at (615) 831-2941 and leave message. Nashville. 

• Nashville CARES is seeking a full-time AIDS Educa
tor. Person selected for position needs strong back
ground and education, good writing and speaking skills, 
and the ability to communicate with a variety of groups. 
Phone Peggy at Nashville CARES (615) 38,5-1510 for 
complete job description. Send resume and salary re
quirements to Sandee Potter, Nashville CARES, Box 
25107, Nashville, TN 37202. ~OE. 

• It's a Scream! We now have books for men and women 
and lots of stuff you won't find anywhere else, like black 
long-sleeve I-shirts with pink triangle. It's A Scream! 
168 2nd Avenue North., Nashville. (615) 244-7346. 

• WANTED: If you're reliable and conscientious, we're 
looking for you for commissioned ad sales in Knoxville 
and Memphis. We're also looking for distribution points 
and someone to deliver Dare in Jackson, ournewestde
livery area Great part-time pay, perfeclforstudents, 2nd 
job, etc. Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or phone 
(615) 327-Dare.' 

• GAY PENTECOSTAL GROW forming. Nashville. •LONI HOIIIS. HARi WOii(. LOW PAY.Dare is 
For info write to Dare DRAWER 43. accepting applications from writers in Chattanooga, 

Clarksville, Jackson, Knoxville, Memphis, 
• DYKE T ·SHIRTS Show your true colors. Send check Murfreesboro, Nashville, the T ri~ities and around Ten-

·~..:·•-.~·.•.•.•.•.• ••·················· ··········~••7••······ 1
0~CEUS~ONLY . . ' i :;":, .;; ;,; ~ ~;.; h ,; ~-=.~ • ~;,;~ ;;,;;.;;~ : : . : . r,r,·•1:;•'.:~,.•.•• 

l;!S1gned .. .. ... .. ...... ..... ..... ...... ·········· ····· ········ ····· ·~-----~ . 
I{ Run ad for Q 2 weeks Q 4 weeks Cl. . . . . • All ad prices 118 for two C009:Ulive weeks: $10 for up" 100 /1 

., characlers, $20 for up to 200 chil!ldffl and !10 on. ({I Ii weeks • Pleaseprintonechlraderperbox.Achlrad!risanylelw,numeral , fl 
••• ··,.:,,,:,:::'::::_ Ad cost per 2-week period $.. . . . . ~~=u:~g:t~itads,andtorejedaiyad.SeKuallyexplidt li1 

Cl + response drawer charge $ 5.00 or splcxtati\111 ills will not be E:l!Pllld. No a1 will be aa:epted without :::;. 
n + BOLD CAPS charge $ 5.00 signature and advance payl!llllt in full. We assume no responsib,lity ror fl ._. advlltisffl' claims. · :;:,. 

~.:.:;.::.' = SUBTOTAL $...... att~=1~:=:~:~!1~:::e::!:~d~~~:~ i1!:•
1 

I
,; x number of two-week periods . . . . . . ::::;1 J 
I = CLASSIFIED AD TOTAL$. . . . . . Nas11vme.1N 37204-0422 ti 

•,:,_:·:,:,:_ + Q 3rd-class $20 subscription $. . . . . . en;i:s:t:Box!n";404~22T~~~:1:iu~r=;~:,rid~. ~ 1II 
+ Cl 1st-class $35 subscription $. . . ... Dare ?I 

I:; AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ Nastivme. lN 37204-0422. JI 
) • • • • • • • Questions? Phone (615) 327-Dare. \ 

nessee. Learn community-oriented journalism, and be 
one of the best. Dare, Box 40422, Nashville, 37204 or 
phone (615) 327-Dare. 

Real Estate 
• 2BR, 1 BA brick home. Great assumption. $55,000. 
Kathy Douglas, TEAM Realty & Auction, Nashville. 
(615) 228-2189 or 333-3330. 

• Roommate - Male - Share 2 BR, 1-1 /.2 bath. $200 
month+ 1/2. util. Ref. Harding Mall area condo. (615) 
834-0500. Nashville. 

• 1 BLOCK OFF CHURCH ST. Versatile commercial 
bldg. Nashville Central Business District. $80,000. 
Kathy Douglas, TEAM Realty & Auction, Nashville. 
(615) 228-2189 or 333-3330. 

Personal 
• To my ·cool Beans," Happy Birthday, with all my love. 
- "Jewel" 

• But to be honest, the Wilson sisters had never been 
among my favorites. Their lyrics were trite, and their 
voices a poor imitation of well-known groups like the 
Andrews Sisters. 

• Happy, hairy, handsome, hunky, horny GWM, 6'1", 
1 BOlbs. Not sure what I'm looking -for. Partial to teddy 
bears. Photo & phone. Discretion assured. Dare 
DRAWER45 

• Lee, our birthdays are near. May your 25th year mark 
the beginning of anew era foryoo, and may the world's 
gifts be yours to find . And, God willing, I can discover 
them with you. I love you. Michael. 

• To our nephews in Sunny South Florida: Keep making 
everyone and everything look more beautiful! We hope 
to see you soon. Lord Gargantua & Mr. Fatty. 

• GWF, 34, 6'0" prof. Sports minded. I like scary 
movies, Far Side, Stephen King & travel. You: GWF w/ 
sense of humor, animal lover, likes2 sleep late wknds & 
has it all together. Sights set on lasting friendship w/ 
possibility of 50/50 relationship. Dare DRAWER 46 

• Bev: It won't be long before our friend says goodbye. 
Film at 11. - Guess who? 

• Oh God. Would she leave during giraffe hours or stick 
itoutatthebar, drinking absinthe. Mother! I stormed out 
quietly, raging at beauty and kindness of heart. 

• GWM, 31, 5'11' Br/Hz 175 enjoys walks, local/LO 
travel, advntur, occas. bars, outdrs, crossword puzzles, 
security, frndshp, gd commun., no drugs, modert drink, 
smokr. Sks smlr 25-40. Foto/lone? Dare DRAWER 44. 

• GWFF, 42, attractive, wants to meet GWFF, '30s-'40s 
lifemate. (615) 895-6468 after 3pm. Murfreesboro. 

• There was nothing good about being stuck in an 
elevator, no matter what anyone said. She thought about 
her mother, and what she would have done in this 
situation. 

. . 

• GWM, 53, Bl/Hz, 5'10". Professional. Enjoys an
tiques, movies,cozyfires, theatre, walks, looking for one 
who enjoys same. Dare DRAWER 42. 

• GWM paraplegic, 37, seeks gentle, understanding 
companion. Send photo, phone to Dare DRAWER 41 . 

Support the 
AIDS vaccine 

effort. 
TT T 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR AIDS 
VACCINE EVALUATIONS 

Volunteers must not have had 
a smallpox vaccination. Nashville. 

For more information 
call (615) 343-AIDS 

We're proud to serve 
Miller Lite, Michelob Light
and Bud Light on draft. 

2311 Franklin Road, Nashville 
615 269-5.318 • Open 3 pm -1 am 

Jlliile 
306 4TH AVE Qsiiviiii 

DAILY SPECIALS 

13 

501 MUG OF DRAFT, 5-7PM M-F 
2-FOR-1 WELL DRINKS, 4-7PM EVERY DAY 

PITCHER SPECIALS 
TUE & THU $2.50, 7PM-1AM 

BEER BUST 
$2 ALL YOU CAN DRINK, WED 8-10PM 

SUNDAY SPECIALS 
75¢ A'LL CANS OF BEER, 1-7PM 

SHOWS 
FRI & SAT 

AND TUE TALENT NIGHT 

KITCHEN ALWAYS OPEN 
SNACKS TO COMPLETE MEALS 

NEW SOUP & SALAD BAR COMING SOON 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
• KANESSA, 1990 MISS DAVIDSON COUNTY 
• CUI DUNNE, 1ST RUNNER-UP AND BEST 

TALENT 



14 

TENNESSEE'S GAY AND LESBIAN NEWSWEEKLY 

"I am lb• LOIJll that darr, not spealr its na....,, • 
- Lord Alfred Douglas, "1bc Two Loves,• 1892 

January 26, 1989 
Volume 3, Number 4 

PublisM 
snJAJlT BIVIN 

Editor 
JEFFEWS 

BoolrEditor 
SHERRE DRYDEN 

Staff Writen 
FLYNNE MALONE• MARK LAWRENCE 

JOE MAROHL • JACKI MOSS 
MICHAEL SANDERS • I.AURA TEK 

Staff Cartoonist 
LESUE GUERIN-HAINES 

Staff PbololJ"'"pher 
JIMMY CHILDERS 

Ccntribuzors 
SUSAN BRUNJNGA • NANCY LYN DEFINE 

GEORGE GRAHAM • DAVID MCCOUOUGH 
JIM ROCHE• RYAN SHEIJ.EY 

AdvntisingSales 
ANGELA BRYANT 

C'irculalion 
SANDY ROUSSELL 

Darr, logo design4d by 
RUSELBROWN 

-Published weekly by Pyramid Light & Power 
Box 40422, Nashville, TN 37204-0422 

(615) 327-Darr, 

ADVEllTISING 
Please phone for ad rates and information. 

SUBSCRIPl10NS 
$35 fust class, $20 third class. 

Postal Sctvicc: send address changes to: 
CirOJlation Department 

Dan 
Box40422 

Nashville, 'IN 37W4-04ZZ 

NOl'ICE 
Publication of the name, photograph or other 

likeness of any person or organi2ation in Da,w is 
not to be construed as any indication of the sexual, 
religious or political orientation, practioc or beliefs 
of such person or membcm of such organization. 

Da,w and the Da,w logo arc trademarks of 
Pyr,amid Lig}it & Power for its newspaper. Entire 
contcnlS and design copyright C1990 Pyramid 
Light&Power,C%0epl:whcrcspecificallynotcd.All 
righls reserved Reproduction, either in whole or in 
part, is strictly prohibited without the express writ
ten ~t of the publisher. 

OPINIONS 
1bc opiniomof this newspaper arc expressed 

only in editorials. Any views expressed in any 
advcrtiscment,signed column, letter, attidc or car
toon arc those of the author, artist, speaker or 
writer, and do not necessarily reflect the positiom 
of Da,w, Pyramid Light & Power, staff mcmbcis or 
advertisers. 

I.En'ERS 
We welcome your letters. Submissiom over 

500wordswill becomidcrcdforpublication in the 
Soapboxspaoc. Letters must be signed and include 
the writer's address and phone for verification. 
Namcswillbcwithhcldon request. We rcscrvc the 
right to edit for length and clarity. No defamatory 
material will be published. 

All letters become the sole property ofPyramid 
· Light & Power and will be assumed intended for 
publication unless otherwise explicitly stated 

AJlOIIVES 
Da,w is available on microfilm at the Tennes

see State Library and Archives. 

J A N U A R Y 26, 1 9 9 0 

••r~•••W--°" oppression and being a minority 

WE AS HUMAN BEINGS tend to ignore in
justice around us. Many times we simply 
accept what we are told about different 
groups without question. The way we view 
others ·often becomes distorted by societal 
norms forced into our consciousness from 
birth. 

It is my intent to bring to realization one 
example of a group that has been ostracized 
simply because they do not fall within the 
confines of society's definition of normalcy. 
This groups claims, depending upon what 
criteria you use, anywhere from one-tenth to 
nearly a fourth of our population, yet is per
haps the least vocal - they are homosexuals. 

The reasons for this repressed ambience, 
lie within the realm of ignorance and fear. 
Many of these people are unaware of their 
rights and still more are afraid to confront the 
gauntlet of homophobes that separate them 
from the lawmakers. 

This past year, in the state of Florida, a 
homosexual couple was granted the right to 
be called family. But they still cannot legally 
marry, this is called the Partnership Act. Imag
ine this scenario: you and your lover of ten 
years have jointly purchased a home here in 
Tennessee, a car and a business. 

Now let's suppose your lover, heaven for
bid, is injured in an auto accident and admit
ted to the intensive care unit at a local hospi
tal. You would be denied the opportunity to 
visit your love one because you're not consid
ered a family member. Then the worst hap
pens, she or he dies. While you're going 
through the grieving process, still angry at the 
world for denying you those final moments in 
his arms, you receive an eviction notice from 
your in-laws. What's this you say? Oh that's 
right, when together you bought your home, 
you had to put it solely in his name because 
you were not legally married. Slowly your 
entire world falls apart and you're left with 
nothing. Then you think, how could this 
happen in a society that claims democracy? 
This scenario may sound extreme, but with a 
few changes to protect the individuals in
volved, this is a true case. 

Throughout the ages, many groups have 
been forced into submission and repression. 
The Bible is one of the tools that has been 
used to support these transgressions. The 
scriptures contained in his highly· revered 
document were not intended to be used to 
oppress anyone. Todo so, completely deline
ates the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is one 
built on a foundation oflove and freedom and 
oppression. 

C-ertainly, God does not condemn some
one for loving another. In the New Testament 
there is no scripture to show us that Jesus said 
anything at all about homosexuality. It is 
misleading for homophobes to randomly 
select passages from the Bible without a 
complete understanding of what is indeed 
being expressed. I sincerely believe that the 
divinely inspired prophets who actually 
wrote the documents that later became. what 
we know as the Bible, did not fully under
stand homosexuality. 

In Leviticus 18:22, we find the following 

by RYAN SHELLEY 
Contributing Writer 

verse: "Th.ou shalt not lie with mankind as 
with womankind it is abomination." Notice, if 
you will, the masculine reference, none is 
made to the feminine gender. Perhaps this is 
due to the commonly held belief - prior to 
the 20th century - that women were not 
sexual beings, but rather just vessels for the 
perpetuation of the species. 

This particular passage was taken from a 
specific group of directives called the Holi
ness Code. Also included in these forbidden 
acts are the consumption of pork and shell
fish; this can be found in Leviticus 11:7-10. 

In the chapter that follows, we are com
manded not to have intercourse with a 
woman during men-
struation and for certain 

19:1-13. There is actually nothing to indicate 
sexuality in these passages, except when Lot 
offers unto the men of the city, his virgin 
daughters and even this is unclear, because 
then Lot goes unto his son-in-laws. So this 
leads us to believe that Lot either had other 
married daughters or his daughters were 
married virgins. The passage really is not very 
clear. 

Other scriptures in the Bible refer to these 
two cities as proud, rude and inhospitable, 
examples of which can be found in Luke 
10:10-12 and Ezekiel 16:48-59. There is noth
ing whatsoever to indicate that the annihila
tion of these cities was a result of sexual 

conviction. 
A final verse com

periods post-partum. 
These verses clearly ex
press the misconcep
tions that were widely 
accepted during the pe
riod the scriptures were 
being transcribed. I find 
it peculiar that modem 
theologians ignore the 
passages on the eating of 
pork and intercourse 
during menstruation, yet 
so adamantly adhere to 
the written word in re
gards to homosexuality. 

The backbone of 
prejudice is 

ignorance. What we 
do not understand, 

we despise ... 

monly used to oppress 
the gayworld is found in 
Romans 1:21-32. Here 
we find a group of idola
ters that God has given 
"up to uncleanness 
through the lusts of their 
own hearts, to dis
honour their own bod
ies between them
selves.• This passage 
really does not even 
deal with homosexual
ity, at least not as we 
understand it. 

Modem medicine has 
shown us the reasons for 
the establishment of the 

Two beings are 
capab"/e of sharing 

a bond that far 
surpasses mortal 
comprehension. Two verses less com

monly addressed are 
found in I Timothy 1:10 
and I Corinthians 6:9, laws described previ-

ously. However, with the invention of refrig
eration and adequate cooking techniques, 
these laws regarding food consumption are 
obsolete. Also, we now understand that the 
period of menstruation that a woman must 
endure is indeed not a curse, but simply the 
sloughing off of the uterine iining, due to an 
unfertilized ovum. 

Why is it that we cannot recognize that the 
scriptures written about homosexuality are 
also no longer applicable? 

The example most frequently used to sup
port the stance that homosexuality is a sin is 
the Sodom and Gomorrah story in Genesis 

The first of these two deals with acts of vio
lence and criminal misconduct, while the 
second makes brief mention of effeminate 
nature, but this is not a clear passage as to 
what was truly meant. Neither of these pas
sages even apply to the gay lifestyle we know 
today. 

The backbone of prejudice is ignorance. 
What we do not understand, we despise. The 
homosexual lifestyle actually varies little from 
that of a heterosexual. 

Two beings, regardless of their external 
genitalia, are capabl'e of sharing a bond that 
far surpasses mortal comprehension. • 
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Playing cops and robbers 

Sylvester Stallone - DARE ALE PHOTO 

"[It is] two modern-day gladiators whip
ping their chiffon into a frenzy.• 
-Sylvester Stallone, describing the plot of his • 
movie TANGO AND CASH, co-starring Kurt Russell. 

"TANGO AND CASH closes out a decade of 
cinema as 1989's most insensitve·and homo
phobic film.• 
- Jack Sturday, lilm critic for Florida's THE 

WEEKLY NEWS, In -his review of the Stallone
Russell film. 

"This film were better titled BIMBO AND 

TRASH. And if you stumble into the theatre and 
are grossly repelled by the sick 'fag' and 'dyke' 
jokes drop a line to Warner Brothers head of 
publicity Stu Gottesman. His address is: 
Warner Brothers Inc., 4000 Warner Blvd, 
Burbank, California 91522. Make a difference 
in 1990. And let that be your New Year's 
resolution. No stars!" 
- More from Jack Sturdy. 

"Question: My husband persists in walking 
around the house naked. He will stand in the 
bathroom with no clothes on and sh,ave, 
brush his teeth, and comb his hair with abso
lutely no modesty. I have discussed this with 
my family, and we are fearful that he is homo
sexual. What should I do? 

"Answer: You and your family need coun
seling!" 
- Fromthe legal advice column appe_aring in a 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, newspaper. 

"It is a not a bad time to be a Christian. Our 
enemies are out of the closet; they are all in the 
open now.• 
- From syndicated columnist Patrick 
Buchanan's tirade against the protest at New 
York's St. Patrick's Cathedral, calling for action 
against John Cardinal O'Connor's stands 
against homosexuality and abortion. 

"Buchanan's veiled threat harkens back to 

the church's former habit of forcibly stifling all 
dissent. Carelessly, Buchanan encourages the 
wave of viol«mce against gays and lesbians-
70 of whom were murdered last year. Mean-

while, the Cardinal uses his considerable in
fluence against condom use and safe abor
tion; the policy claims even more lives.• 
- S.A. McDermott, responding to Buchanan's 
column, In a letter to Nashville's THE TENNEaaw. 

"Not long after the dominoes began falling · 
in Eastern Europe, PLAYBOY magazine an
nounced it had become the first 'American 
consumer magazine' to be published in 
Hungarian. . 

"In an ad, PLAYBov's headline read 'Export
ing the American Dream.' 

"More like an American nighmare, since 
many of those who embraced the PLAYBOY 
philosophy of 'if it feels good, do it' have 
suffered borken marriages, unwanted preg
nancies, abortion and AIDS. 

"If Eastern Europe thought communism 
was a difficult yoke to bear, wait until it gets a 
sample of Western-style hedonism." 
-Arch-conservative columnist Cal Thomas
himself the cause of countless nightmares -
writing in his syndicated column. 

"It was started during World War II by the 
Nazis, who forced homosexual inmates in 
German prisons to wear pink triangles on 
their uniforms. The ACLU recently discovered 
a revival of the practice by jailers in Polk 
County, Florida, who 'pink tag' (their term, 
not ours) inmates revealed as gay in the 
course of entry interviews. The measure has 
been in force for ten years. 

"Several female inmates wrote to the ACLU, 
protesting that 'pink taggers' are discrimi
nated against: deprived of such privileges as 
equal recreation time and trustee status, har
assed by guards, and some are heterosexuals 
who have been 'tagged' as a form of punish-

Talk 
about AIDS. 

But talk with people who lmow what they're saying. 

Chattanooga Council on AIDS 
Resources, 

Education and Services 
(Chattanooga CARES) 

Box 8402, Chattanooga,· TN 
37411 

aids ~sponse Knox'lflle (aRK) 
Box 3932, Knox'lflle, TN 37927 

call (615) 523--AIDS 
• 

call (615) 266-2422 

Aids to End AIDS Committee 
(ATEAC) 

Box 40389, Memphis, TN 
38174 

call (901) 458-AIDS 
24 hours call (901) 762-8401 

• 

Nash'lflle Council on AIDS 
Resources, 

Education and Services 
(Nash'lflle CARES) 

Box 25107, Nash'lflle, TN 
37202 

call (615) 385-AIDS 
(615) 385-1510 

• 

a pubHc aervlce message from o.re 

Tr1-CIUes AIDS Project 
(TAP) 

Box 25107, Johnson City, TN 
37202 

call (615) ~ 01 
or (615) 753-9647 

• 
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"It's not that we weren't an appreciative 
audience, but it struck us as an unusual under-

• • • wear choice for an otherwise conservative · • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

cop." 
-A PREMIERE magazine commentary about the 
black bikini briefs worn by Tom Hanks in the film 
comedy, TURNER AND HOOCH. 

"Cher's gay daughter hit by new heartache 
- parents cut lesbian lover off without a 
cent." 
- The latest on Chastity Bono from the super
market tabloid, THE STAR. 

"I was upset with Cher's reaction to her 
daughter Chastity's being a lesbian. It's terri
bly important for Cher to be understanding at 
this time. 

"When my own beautiful daughter told me 
the same news, I was stunned. 

"But I will always love her always stand by 
her." 
- "A Loving Mom in Minnesota" writing to THE 
STAR. 

© 19')() Dare Features Syndicate 
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Sunday, January 28, 1990 Warehouse Two, Nashvllle 10 p.m. sharp 

starring 
Carmella Marcella Garcia Miss Gay USA at Large 1989 

Diana Hutton Rita Ross Monica Munro 
Over $750 In cash and prizes! Call (615) 385-9689 or 269-3679 for details. 

Coming Sunday, February 25, 1990 at Warehouse Two In Nashville 
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WAREHOUSE TWO HAS NEW HOURS! 
Tuesday - Sunday, 7:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m. 
Happy Hour 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. nightly 

There will be no cover charge before 9:00 p.m. weekdays, so be here early. 

TUESDAYS 
Join our regular cast: DIANA HUTTON, MONICA MUNRO, RITA ROSS, BIANCA PAGE AND 

DANA ALEXANDER for 2 shows, at 11 :00 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 
WEDNESDAYS 

Join DIANA HUTTON and the NIGHT RI_DERS, Warehouse Two's own male strippers, 
for 2 shows, at 11 :00 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 

THURSDAYS 
Again, join our regular cast for 2 different shows, at 11 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 

FRIDAYS and SATURDAYS 
Dance to the top hits with our award-winning DJ, Ed Denson, on Nashville's hottest dance floor. 

SUNDAY 
Tea Dance Revisited 

Happy Hour 7:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. 

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 
MISS GAY TENNESSEE-USA 

AT LARGE PAGEANT 
with CARMELLA MARCELLA GARCIA, reign ing Miss 

Gay USA at Large 
DIANA HUTTON, Miss Gay USA 1987 

RITA ROSS, Miss Gay Tennessee USA 1988 
and MONICA MUNRO, Miss Gay Tennessee.USA 1989 

Several states will be represented at this contest. 
It's an official preliminary to Miss Gay USA at Large. 

Contest begins at 1 Opm. 

COMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
COCO VEGA 

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP • THE TRADITION CONTINUES 
NASHVILLE'S PREMIER GAY DANCE BAR• 2529 FRANKLIN ROAD• (615) 385-9689 

JANUARY 21, 1990 
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