
Image Sites and
Copyright
Information

Utilizing images for educational purposes is permissible under
fair use exemptions to U.S. copyright law. In general, the use of
copyrighted images for teaching is considered fair use.
However, it is advisable to always check image licenses and
policies before use to ensure compliance with copyright laws.

Learn more about copyright and fair use on the  MTSU library
webpage.  

1. Copyright and Fair Use

2.Public Domain Images and Creative Commons Images

·Nappy 
Pixabay
Unsplash
Pexels
Freepik
Icons and Photos for Everything 
...

Image Sites
 

This image is in the public domain.
Anyone can use the given work

without permission or paying a fee
and in any way they want,

including making any
modifications, creating derivative
works, or using it for commercial

purposes and making profit.

NAPPY

If an image is in the public domain,
anyone can use the given work
without permission or paying a
fee and in any way they want,
including making any
modifications, creating derivative
works, or using it for commercial
purposes and making profit.

Images are copyrighted works where
the creator has given certain rights
to people who wish to use them.
There are several different CC
licenses, each with different
permissions attached (e.g., many CC
images are free to use as long as you
credit the creator). If you are using a
CC image, make sure to check the
license type.

Verify image licenses
before use. Websites
may have varying
usage policies, even
for images on the
same site. 

Reminder

Public Domain Images: Creative Commons (CC) Images:

Example 1

(Not an Exhaustive List) 

https://library.mtsu.edu/copyright/reserves
https://library.mtsu.edu/copyright/reserves
https://library.mtsu.edu/copyright/reserves
https://nappy.co/
https://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
https://nappy.co/


You can use this image for free
without modifying it. 

Unsplash

Content License Summary

You can use this image for online
courses without modifying it. 

Pexels

Content License Summary

You need to include attribution by
copying and pasting the website link
near this image. If that’s not possible,
place it at the footer of your
website, blog or newsletter, or in the
credits section. 

Freepik

Content License Summary

Attribution Requirement

Canva (Quick, free, and user-friendly tool to edit images) 

GIMP (Free and open-source image editor) 

Adobe Creative Suites (Professional image editor; Free

access using the MTSU account)

Image Editing Tools

You have to modify or adapt this
image into new works. You cannot

distribute content on a Standalone
basis.

PIXABAY

Content License Summary
Example 2

Example 3

Example 4

Example 5

MTSU External Support Resources

MTSU Online

Other Resources for Multimedia Elements

This image is available as a free
download. 

Icons and Photos for Everything

Content License Summary
Example 6

Please contact MTSU instructional
designers if you have any questions
or concerns. 

https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/license
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.pexels.com/license/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/wallpaper-with-floral-pattern-that-says-spring_40072765.htm#query=floral%20wallpaper&position=1&from_view=keyword&track=ais&uuid=58762e80-99d2-4826-9471-2f8531821dcb
https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/wallpaper-with-floral-pattern-that-says-spring_40072765.htm#query=floral%20wallpaper&position=1&from_view=keyword&track=ais&uuid=58762e80-99d2-4826-9471-2f8531821dcb
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.adobe.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/service/license-summary/
https://mtsu.edu/stayoncourse/faculty/resources-external.php
https://www.mtsu.edu/online/index.php
https://thenounproject.com/
https://thenounproject.com/pricing/
https://www.mtsu.edu/online/contact.php
https://www.mtsu.edu/online/contact.php

