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What does Prohibition mean?
Prohibition in the United States started with the passing of the 18" Amendment, also
known as the Volstead Act, in 1919 and its implementation in 1920 until its repeal in
1933 with the 215t Amendment. However, the calls for temperance and concerns about
alcohol consumption in the United States first started gaining traction in the 1820s,
along with several other social reform movements at the same time. This call for
temperance led to the creation of the Prohibition Movement, which is also referred to as
the Temperance Movement. During the period of Prohibition, the manufacture, sale,
transportation, importation, and exportation of alcohol in the United States and its
territories. The amendment did not, however, make illegal the consumption or
possession of alcohol. While the amendment was intended to lessen and eliminate
crime thought to be caused by intemperance and alcohol, the law was hard to enforce,
and crime often increased with the rise of bootleggers and organized crime.

Why does Prohibition research matter?
Research on the Prohibition Movement in the United States is important because it is
one of the first main movements for social reform in the United States with women
taking and leading the charge for change, with another being the Suffrage Movement to
give women the right to vote. People who supported the Prohibition Movement were
worried with what they saw as the “moral degradation” that was caused by drinking and
intemperance, and they believed if they outlawed the production, sale, and distribution
of alcohol that people would stop drinking as much or altogether. While this amendment
was later repealed, it is a good example of one of the social movements and reforms of
the Progressive Era.

What can this Prohibition Movement research guide do for me?
This guide will provide a few ways and resources to help you understand the ways that
the Prohibition Movement can frame your historical research. The types of primary and



secondary sources included in this guide are sheet music, song broadsides, songbooks,
sound recordings, and secondary source books.

Additional research material is included at the end of this research guide and includes
outside databases, online repositories, and online exhibits with information about the
Prohibition Movement in the United States to help broaden your understanding and
research.

“How do | search for these primary source materials?”

Online Searching:

Most of these primary source materials are searchable online through the Center’s
website. Sound recordings can be searched in the Center's Reading Room through the
in-house database.

To search for these materials online, visit the CPM's website. The catalog will search
for materials in the following collection categories: Manuscript Collections, Rare
Books, and Scores; Song Broadsides (which are inexpensive printed sheets of paper
that normally only contain the lyrics to one or more songs); Posters, Playbills, and
Programs; Trade Catalogs; Photographs; and Periodicals: Secondary Collection.

To search the materials in the Center’s archive, click on “Archive Collection Search.”
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You can search for specific titles, songs, or artists in Basic Search or Advanced
Search. You can examine secondary source materials before searching for primary
sources if you do not have any specific names in mind. Terms such as “Prohibition
Movement” and “Temperance Movement” have not been used in the cataloging
process, so they will not yield significant results. Searching using terms such as
“temperance” and “prohibition” will yield lists of items that may or may not correlate to
the topic.


https://www.mtsu.edu/popmusic/index.php

To limit your search to a particular field or type of material, click on the Advanced
Search link. You can limit your search by title, dates, song lyrics, song titles,
collections, creators, authors, performers, and many other different specifications.
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Welcome to the Center for Popular Music Archive Portal
To find the information that you need simply type some keywords into the search box provided. You can
use the ™' character o perform word truncation. For example, "arch™ will match on any word that begins
with arch- such as arch, arches, archives, etc

You may also browse our featured collections below or all collections on the next tab. You can find
collections by creator or subject by using the browse creator or browse subjects tabs.

Click here to go to the Center for Popular Music Main Website
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At the Center (in-house searching only):

To search for Sound Recordings, please visit the Center and use our in-house database
or email the Center at popular.music@mtsu.edu

Some photographic and manuscript materials also require staff assistance to locate.
Please contact Archivist with questions.

“What secondary source materials do you have?”

To search for Secondary Source Materials available in the Center's Reading Room-— go
to MTSU’s Walker Library catalog and use search terms like “Prohibition Movement,”
“Prohibition,” “Temperance,” “Temperance Movement,” “Intemperance,” and
‘Intemperance Movement”.

If you are only interested in materials held at the CPM, click on “Catalog Advanced
Search” at the bottom of the Search box.
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Then select “Center for Popular Music (Mass Comm.)” under the “Collection” menu.
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God Speed the Right: No. 6. Bridgton, ME: S.n., 1880-1920. | Call Number: 003824-
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BROAD
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BROAD
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The Song of the Redeemed. S.I.: S.n., 1840-1845. | Call Number: 003305-BROAD
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Universalist Society — Choirs. Away the Bowl. S.l.: S.n., 1840-1880. | Call Number:
002931-BROAD



Universalist Society — Choirs. The Drink That’s in the Drunkard’s Bowl. S.I.: S.n., 1840-
1880. | Call Number: 002930-BROAD

Universalist Society — Choirs. The Monster Intemperance. S.I.: S.n., 1840-1880. | Call
Number: 002929-BROAD
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Vose, Z. Pope, and S.K. Whiting. Father’s Come Home: A Sequel to “Come Home,
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Withington, O.W. Hymn. MA: Cassady and March, 1838. | Call Number: 002912-
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Bickmore, Bert G. Father is Drinking Again. Boston, MA: F. Trifet, 1898,1879. | Call
Number: 004733-CPMLG
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America Never Will. New York, NY: M. Witmark & Sons, 1919. | Call Number:
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Dry. New York, NY: Leo. Feist Inc., 1918. | Call Number: 002484-UCLAS



Johnson, William. Bessie’s Lament. NY: Skidmore Music, 1965. | Call Number: 001866-
CPMSM

Johnson, William. Drink Not-a Glee. NY: Skidmore, 1965. | Call Number: 001865-
CPMSM

Ruby, Harry. What'll We Do on a Saturday Night? | When the Town Goes Dry. New
York: NY: Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 1919. | Call Number: 012536-UCLAS

Sweet, Al. Prohibition Blues. NY: M. Witmark and Sons, 1917. | Call Number: 000291-
AVERY

Tourjee, Homer, S. Maxwell, Mrs. John Bidwell, Rev. R.A.M. Brown and General John
Bidwell. We’ll Make California Dry. Los Angeles, CA: Campaign Song
Department of the California “Dry” Federation, 1914. | Call Number: 003994-
UCLAL

Von Tizler, Albert, and Lew Brown. | Never Knew | had a Wonderful Wife Until the Town
Went Dry. New York, NY: Broadway Music Corporation, 1919. | Call Number:
003929-UCLAS

Von Tilzer, Albert, and Edward Laska. The Alcoholic Blues or Some Blues. New York,
NY: Broadway Music Corporation, 1919. | Call Number: 000099-UCLAS
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A, Mrs. V.R. Songs of the Washingtonians. New York, NY: F.D. Allen, 1847. | Call
Number: SP-085278

Adams, John S. The Boston Temperance Glee Book: A Collection of Temperance
Songs and Glees, Many of Them Never Before Published, Adapted to the Most
Fashionable Tunes. Boston, MA: Elias Howe, 1848,1847. | Call Number: SP-
060219

Band of Hope Melodies: Adapted to Band of Hope, Cadet, and Other Temperance
Meetings. New York, NY: National Temperance Society and Publication House,
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Band of Hope Songster. A Collection of Appropriate Songs for Bands of Hope, and
Other Juvenile Temperance Meetings. Boston, MA: Stacey and Adams,
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Bonner, T.D. The Temperance Harp: A Collection of Songs Suitable for Washington and
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Templars. New York, NY: National Temperance Society and Publication House,
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Coleman, Emmet G. The Temperance Song Banner: A Peerless Collection of
Temperance Songs and Hymns for the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,
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Contests, Etc. Rocky Mount, VA: The Temperance Music Company, 1909. | Call
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Cook, David C. Band of Hope Songs. Chicago, IL: David C. Cook, 1881. | Call Number:
SP-040355

Fillmore, A.D. Temperance Musician: A Choice Collection of Original and Selected
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Woman'’s Christian Temperance Union Publishing House, 1924. | Call Number:
SP-041456

Gordon, Anna Adams. Jubilee Songs. Evanston, IL: National Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union Publishing House, 1923. | Call Number: SP-041457
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Gordon, Anna A. Prohibition Program for the Use of Juvenile Temperance Societies,
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Society, 1906. | Call Number: SP-085805

National Temperance Society. New Ripples of Song: A Collection of Temperance
Hymns and Tunes. New York: National Temperance Society and Publication
House, 1887. | Call Number: SP-060162

National Temperance Society. Ripples of Song: A Collection of Temperance Hymns and
Tunes Designed for Children and Youth in Sunday Schools, Bands of Hope,
Juvenile Temples, Cadets of Temperance, Cold Water Temples, and Other
Juvenile Societies. New York, NY: National Temperance Society and Publication
House, 1876. | Call Number: SP-060249

Potter, R.K. The Boston Temperance Songster No. 1: A Collection of Songs and Hymns
for Temperance Societies. Boston, MA; New York, NY: White and Potter; Oliver
and Brother, 1850. | Call Number: SP-085067a

Potter, R.K. The Boston Temperance Songster No. 2: A Collection of Songs and Hymns
for Temperance Societies. Boston, MA; New York, NY: White and Potter; Oliver
and Brother, 1850. | Call Number: SP-085067b

Rice, C.D. All the People Temperance Songs. Middletown, CT: C.D. Rice, 1875. | Call
Number: SP-080556

Root, George F. The Musical Fountain Enlarged: A Collection of Temperance Music for
Public and Social Meetings and the Home Circle to Which is Appended the Odes
of the Good Templars. Chicago, IL: Root and Cady, 1867. | Call Number: SP-
000855
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Saunders, Nathaniel. The Temperance Songster: A Collection of Songs and Hymns for
All Temperance Societies. Providence: Handy & Higgins, 1867. | Call Number:
SP-085929

Sherwin, W.F., and J.N. Stearns. Bugle Notes for the Temperance Amy: A Collection of
Songs, Quartetts, and Glees. New York: National Temperance Society and
Publication House, 1871. | Call Number: SP-060138

Song Book for the Million. Philadelphia, PA; New York, NY: Turner & Fisher Publishers,
1843-18607?. | Call Number: SP-085270

Songs for the Cold Water Army of Middletown and Vicinity. Middletown,?: C.H. Pelton
Printer, 1842. | Call Number: SP-086087

Stearns, J.N. Prohibition Songster: Words and Music. New York: National Temperance
Society and Publication House, 1887. | Call Number: SP-040123

Stearns, J.N. The Prohibition Songster: Words and Music for Prohibition Campaign
Clubs, Temperance Organizations, Glee Clubs, Camp Meetings, Etc. Etc. New
York, NY: National Temperance Society and Publishing House, 1888. | Call
Number: SP-086081

Stearns, J.N., and H.P. Main. Trumpet Notes for the Temperance Battlefield: A Careful
Compilation from the Best Sources, Including New Songs Written Expressly for
the Work by Noted Composers, For Temperance Assemblies, Gospel
Temperance and Prohibition Meetings, Reform Clubs, W.C.T. Unions, Lodges,
Divisions, Quarettes, Etc. New York, NY: National Temperance Society and
Publication House, 1888. | Call Number: SP-040518

Supplement No. 1 to the National Prohibition Lincoln-Lee Legion Program Book:
Temperance and Anti-Saloon Songs and Responsive Services. Westerville, OH:
Lincoln-Lee Legion, n.d. | Call Number: SP-040510

Taylor, H.S., and Dr. J.B. Herbert. Battle Cry: A New Collection of Temperance and
Prohibition Songs. Cincinnati, OH: Fillmore Brothers, 1887. | Call Number: SP-
040185

The Silver Lake Quartette. Prohibition Bells and Songs of the New Crusade for
Temperance Organizations, Reform Clubs, Prohibition Camps, and Political
Campaigns. New York, NY: Funk & Wagnalls, 1888. | Call Number: SP-040479

The Chrystal Fount Melodies No. 1 Being a Collection of Popular Temperance
Choruses, Quartettes, Trios, Glees, Solos, Etc. Besides a Number of Songs of
the Most Pleasing Character Designed for the Use of the Temperance Societies
Throughout the United States. New York, NY: Burnett & Allen, n.d. | Call Number:
SP-086038
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The Cold Water Melodies and Washington Songster. Boston, MA: Theodore Abbot,
1842. | Call Number: SP-085477

The Jenny Lind Songster: Songs of the Swedish Nightingale Together with a Collection
of Sentimental, Comic & Temperance Songs with All the Late Negro Melodies.
Philadelphia, PA: John B. Perry, n.d. | Call Number: SP-085157

The Lover’s Forget-Me-Not and Songs of Beauty: A Choice Collection of Sentimental,
Comic, and Temperance Songs with All the Late Negro Melodies. Philadelphia,
PA: John B. Perry, n.d. | Call Number: SP-085167

The Temperance Harp: Original and Selected Music for Both Juvenile and Adult
Temperance Meetings. New York, NY: American Temperance Union, 1846. | Call
Number: SP-040514

The Temperance Lyre: Collection of Original Songs, Arranged and Adapted to the Most
Popular Music of the Day, and Designed for Temperance Meetings by Mrs. S.B.
Dana, Author of the “The Northern Harp,” “Southern Harp,” Etc. New York, NY:
Dayton & Newman, 1842. | Call Number: SP-060257

The Temperance Songster. Cincinnati, OH | New York, NY: Fillmore Music House,
1904. | Call Number: SP-040511

The Temperance Songster. New York, NY: Strong and Co., n.d. | Call Number: SP-
086129

The Washingtonian Songster. Cooperstown,?: n.p., n.d. | Call Number: SP-086085

The Washingtonian Temperance Minstrel. New York, NY: J. Slater, 1850s. | Call
Number: SP-086115

Trowbridge, Asa R. The Temperance Melodeon: A Collection of Original Music, Written
Expressly for this Work, and Designed for the Use of Temperance Meetings,
Picnic Parties, Social Circles, and Choirs. Boston, MA: Theodore Abbot, 1844. |
Call Number: SP-060213

Vinegar Bitters: Temperance Song Book. S.I.: R.H. McDonald, 1872. | Call Number: SP-
060262

Warburton, Jack. Temperance Songs. Milwaukee: Cramer, Aikens, and Cramer, 1891. |
Call Number: SP-080035

W.C.T.U. Songs Evanston, IL: National Woman'’s Christian Temperance Union, 1928. |
Call Number: SP-040193

Young, Charles. Temperance Songbook of the Mass. Temperance Union. Boston, MA:
Kidder & Wright, 1842. | Call Number: SP-085928

Y.P.B. Rally Songs: New York State 1916. New York, NY: Women’s Christian
Temperance Union Young People’s Branch, 1916. | Call Number: SP-086002
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Commercial Sound Recording

New Lost City Ramblers. American Moonshine and Prohibition. New York City: Folkway
Records, 1962. | Call Number: FH 5263 Folkway

Arthur Fields Trio. Temperance is Coming. Columbia Records. 1930. | Call number:
Columbia [W]150487

Nora Bayes. Prohibition Blues. Columbia Records 1919. | Call number: Columbia
A2823

Homer Rodeheaver. Molly and the Baby, Don’t You Know. Victor Records 1916. | Call
number: Victor 17988

Homer Rodeheaver. De brewer's big hosses. Victor Records 1913. | Call number: Victor
17455

Secondary Sources:

Books

Coleman, Emmet G., Kristi Witker, and David Hoffman. The Temperance Songbook: A
Peerless Collection of Temperance Songs and Hymns for the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union, Loyal Temperance Legion, Prohibitionists, Temperance
Praise Meetings, Medal Contests, Etc. New York: American Heritage Press,
1971. | Call Number: M 1977 .T4 T457 1971

Ewing, George W. The Well-tempered Lyre: Songs & Verse of the Temperance
Movement. Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1977. | Call Number:
ML3561.T45 E9

Morris, Sam. Wine, Women and Song. San Antonio, TX: S. Morris, 1943. | Call Number:
SPEC HV5296 .M6x 1943

Wenner, Hilda E., Elizabeth Freilicher, and Pete Seeger. Here’s to the Women: 100
Songs for and about American Women. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University
Press, 1987. | Call Number: M1977.W64 H4 1987

More Archival Resources

Other Databases and Online Repositories:

Alcohol Problems and Solutions
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https://www.alcoholproblemsandsolutions.org/songs-about-prohibition-expressed-support-opposition/

Brown University Library Digital Repository

Christopher Newport University

Digital Public Library of America

History.com

Library of Congress

MTSU Walker Library Special Collections

National Archives

National Constitution Center

National Park Service

National Women's History Museum

Ohio State University

PBS

Prohibition: An Interactive History from the Mob Museum

Smithsonian American Women's History Museum

Sousa Archives

Tennessee State Museum

The Association of Religion Data Archives

The National WWI Museum and Memorial

UC Davis Library

Virginia Commonwealth University Library Social Welfare History Project

Westerville Public Library Anti-Saloon League Collection

Woman's Christian Temperance Union

Wright State University Libraries
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https://repository.library.brown.edu/studio/collections/id_556/
https://cnu.libguides.com/1920s/prohibition
https://dp.la/
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/prohibition
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/progressive-era-to-new-era-1900-1929/prohibition-case-study-of-progressive-reform/
https://library.mtsu.edu/specialcollections
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/volstead-act
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xviii/interpretations/169
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/prohibition/index.htm
https://www.womenshistory.org/search?sapi_full=temperance
https://prohibition.osu.edu/why-prohibition
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/prohibition/roots-of-prohibition
https://prohibition.themobmuseum.org/the-history/the-road-to-prohibition/why-prohibition-happened/
https://womenshistory.si.edu/
https://temperanceblues.web.illinois.edu/
https://tnmuseum.org/stories/posts/wctu-in-tennessee
https://www.thearda.com/us-religion/history/timelines/entry?etype=3&eid=36
https://theworldwar.org/learn/about-wwi/prohibition
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22temperance%20and%20prohibition%20collection%22,AND&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=SSPEC&vid=01UCD_INST:UCD&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/religious/the-temperance-movement/
https://westervillelibrary.org/AntiSaloon/
https://www.wctu.org/history
https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/prohibition/

