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Subject/Index Terms: 
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USS Rochambeau (AP-63) 
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Agency History/Biographical Sketch: 
No information relating to William Keeler can be found other than the journal entries of 
this manuscript. Keeler is listed in the manuscripts as the accordion player for a smaller 
combo derived from the Seventh Fleet Band. (page 7). 
 
Scope and Content: 
9 page typescript, "The History of Band Eight" by William Keeler. 
 
Brief, irregular entries describing the itinerary, personnel, program and other 
experiences of Band Eight (also called the Seventh Fleet Band) of the United State 
Navy in the South Pacific, 1943-1945, including Australia, New Guinea, and the 
Philippines.  The account, which appears to have been drawn from a diary, includes 
occasional comments on venues, bases, officers, other entertainers, illnesses, and the 
band's relationship with Red Cross workers.  Included also is a play list for New Guinea 
shows with commentary by the author, "Famous Sayings of Band Eight", and of list of 
personnel and their instruments 31 December 1944. 
 
Collection Contents (Folder/Box List): 
Box # Folder # Description 
Box 1 

Folder 1  Manuscript papers – 9 pages of typed journal entries and notes. 
 

Arrangement: 
Pages are in numerical order. 
 
Materials Cataloged Separately: 
It is unknown if any items from this collection were cataloged separately. 
 
Location: 
These materials are located in the manuscripts section of the archival stacks. This 
folder is located in a box with other small collections with 89 accession numbers. 
 
Related Materials: 
The Center for Popular Music holds various other materials relating to Navy Bands that 
can be found by searching the archival database. 
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