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This PowerPoint template produces a 36"x48” Trifold presentation poster board. 
You can use it to create your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, 
tables, charts and photos. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the poster design 
process and answer your poster production questions. For complete template 
tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and click on the  HELP DESK tab.

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster".

This is a poster template for a 

TRIFOLD
(3 feet tall by 4 feet wide)

presentation board

Important: Check the template size
Before you start working on your poster and to 
avoid printing problems check that you have 
downloaded and you are using the correct size 
template for your poster presentation.

How to Zoom in and out
Use the PowerPoint zoom tool to adjust the 
screen magnification to view comfortably. 
PowerPoint provides 2 ways to zoom: 
1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW tab 
and then click on ZOOM. Choose the zoom 
percentage that works best for you. 
2. For better zoom flexibility, use the zoom 
slider at the bottom right of the window.

Ruler and Guides
The dotted lines on his poster template are guides.  The horizontal and vertical 
guides will help you align your poster elements accurately. Text boxes and other 
elements will ”snap” to the guides and stay within the boundaries of the columns. To 
hide the guides go to VIEW and uncheck the Guides box.

Headers and text containers
Included in this template are commonly used 
section headers such as Abstract, Objectives, 
Methods, Results, etc. 
- Click inside a section header to add its text. 
- To add another header, click on edge of the 
section box so that it is outlined. Copy and 
paste it. 
- To increase its size, click on the white circles 
and expand to the the desired size.

Adding content to the poster
Start by adding your text to each section without spending too much time with 
formatting. Use the default font size even if your text extends beyond the bottom of 
the poster. Continue until you have added all your content including text, graphics, 
photos, etc. Once you finish adding your content you can go back and format your 
text as needed.
- If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of your 

graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes and the 
size of your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller.

Photos
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, 
or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down 
the SHIFT key and dragging one of the white corner handles (dots). For a 
professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by stretching them 
disproportionally.

Quality check your graphics
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look clear, 
they will print well. 

QUICK START GUIDE
(THIS SIDEBAR WILL NOT PRINT)

How to change the template colors
You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the 
COLORS dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a 
tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-research-post
er-template-colors.html

You can also manually change the color of individual elements by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen 
select the background master where you can change the template 
background, column sizes, etc. 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that 
you go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

How to change the column layout configuration
You can manually change the configuration on the columns by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize 
them or modify them as needed for your layout. 
You can see a tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-column-co
nfiguration.html

How to hide the QUICK 
START GUIDE bars from 
the sides of the template
The Quick Start Guides are 
outside the template’s printable 
area and they will not be on the 
printed poster. 

If you create a PDF file from 
your template, the guides will 
not be included.

To hide the guides click on the 
Home tab (top of the screen) 
and then click on the Layout 
button below to see the 
available layouts. Choose the 
Without Guides layout.

How to preview your 
poster prior to printing
You can preview your poster at 
any time by pressing the F5 key 
on your keyboard. You will see 
on the screen what's on your 
poster and how it should look 
when printed. Press the ESC 
key to exit Preview.

F5 

How to print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the "Order Your Poster" 
button. You can have your poster printed on professional papers, 
fabric for easy traveling and a variety of other materials. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document, you will be receiving a PDF 
proof for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and 
paid for before noon (Pacific time) Monday-Friday, your order will 
ship out that same day. FedEx Next day, Second day, Third day, 
and Free Ground services are offered. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.
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For complete tutorials visit:
https://www.posterpresentations.com/helpdesk.html

Top Secret

Twelve Minutes

and

Capt. Charles McVay

USS Indianapolis

“Neither McVay nor anyone aboard would be 
told the contents of the shipment, which 

consisted of two cylindrical containers and a 
large crate. The cargo would be accompanied by 

two Army officers and was to be kept under 
armed guard at all times.”

The USS Indianapolis had gained a respectable reputation in its time at sea and 
even transported President Roosevelt during his tour of South America. The 

Indianapolis was chosen for a mission that, if successful, would have a huge impact 
on the end of the war. On July 16, 1945, the Indianapolis received the cargo that would 

be transported to Tinian. The mission was top secret, so only those who needed to 
know knew what was in the crate. The secrecy of the mission would have a terrible 

impact on the fate of the Indianapolis on what turned out to be its last voyage. 

“It only took about twelve minutes. Shorter than 
halftime at a football game, but enough time to kill 

about 300 men and put the rest in the water, 
roughly 880 men scattered 600 miles west of 

Guam, 550 miles east of Leyte, and 250 miles north 
of the Palau Islands, the closest land. Twelve 

minutes.”

The Indianapolis was struck by torpedoes on July 30, 1945. A Japanese submarine 
was in the area and saw the Indianapolis by chance. Shortly after it was spotted, two 
torpedoes were sent after the heavy cruiser, resulting in the greatest naval disaster in 
United States history. In just twelve minutes 300 men lost their lives and almost 900 

were left in the Philippine Sea for four days.

In the Water

“And I said, “Well, the war is just 
about over Dad, don’t worry about 

it.” So, when I was in the water and 
I wanted to give up, I saw my dad’s 
face, and I wasn’t going to give up 

for him. He brought me home.”

The men that made it into the water were sure they would be rescued in no 
time, unfortunately, that was not the case. An SOS was sent out from the ship just 

minutes before it went down, so the sailors were hopeful that their time in the 
shark-infested waters would be rather short. However, the secrecy of the mission 
caused the distress signals to be overlooked. The number of men stranded in the 

open ocean decreased as the days passed with no rescue. Each day in the water was 
a fight to survive, and only 316 men were there at the end of it.

Rescue

“Rescue came somewhat by accident 
on Thursday when a pilot named 

Lieutenant Wilbur C. Gwinn thought 
he saw something in the water”

Had it not been for the oil slick in the water, there is no telling how long the 
men would have been in the water. Lieutenant Wilbur C. Gwinn spotted the oil 
slick from his plane while out on routine practice flights. When he got closer to 
the water, he noticed the men from the Indianapolis floating and immediately 
called for help. It was completely by chance that they were found, and the Navy 
did not even realize they had gone missing. The men were picked up by other 

ships and taken to a hospital for treatment.

Court-Martial

“Despite the lack of precedent 
or compelling evidence, the 
court judged McVay guilty.”

A court-martial was not the first thing the Navy thought of, but in 
an effort to make themselves look better, they opted to court-martial 

McVay. This case was the first where a captain was charged after their 
ship sunk as an act of war. McVay was brought into court just a few 

months after he lost his ship and almost 900 of his men. He was found 
guilty even after the captain of the Japanese submarine testified that he 

had hoped McVay would zigzag, so he would be easier to target.

Not Country, But Self

“The story now public, the Navy took 
immediate action to cover itself. […] 

Admiral King recommended a 
court-martial. People have speculated 
why he did that, but the most obvious 

reason was to cover the Navy’s missteps 
in not providing a destroyer escort…”

The Indianapolis was one of 437 ships sunk during the war, but it was 
the only one to have its captain court-martialed. The Navy refused an 

escort but were aware of possible enemy submarines in the path of the 
Indianapolis. The sailors on board the Indianapolis were only trying to 

serve their country, and in return, they were met with a Navy that cared 
more about helping itself than the people who risk their lives to serve it.

November 6th, 1968

“It took the Indianapolis only 
fourteen minutes to sink. It took 
her captain twenty-three years 
and four months to follow her 

down. He left no suicide note. No 
one will ever know exactly what 
he was thinking when he pulled 

the trigger.”

After the court-martial, McVay was looked down upon. 
People saw him as responsible for the disaster. Families lost 

their sons, brothers, fathers, and grandfathers and they were 
looking for someone to blame. McVay got a lot of hate mail 

following the sinking and the trial. It is unclear what exactly 
led McVay to end his life, but the hate-mail and guilt of the 
tragedy did not help. McVay was holding a toy sailor that he 

kept as a good luck charm when he took his own life.

Hunter Scott

“In April of 1998 fifteen 
survivors and Hunter Scott 

arrived in Washington and met 
with members of both House and 

Senate, urging support for 
Representative Scarborough's bill 

which urged a presidential 
pardon for Captain McVay.”

Hunter Scott was eleven years old when he first saw the movie 
Jaws and learned about the Indianapolis. Soon after learning about 
the disaster, he chose it as his topic for a project in school. He was 
an influential figure in the fight to clear McVay’s name. His work 
and efforts, along with the survivors who felt their captain was 
wrongly convicted, eventually earned an exoneration for McVay.

Extra! Extra! Don’t Read 
All About it!

“The press kept the 
sinking quiet for two 

weeks. Then the White 
House announced the ship 
had been sunk with heavy 

loss of life on the same 
day it announced the 
Japanese surrender.”

When the news finally broke about the greatest naval disaster in United 
States history people were too caught up in the end of the war to read past the 
headlines. All the newspapers talked about was the Japanese surrender and 
rightfully so because it meant the war had ended, but it overshadowed the 

men that lost their lives to end the war. People do not realize that the 
Indianapolis delivered parts of the atomic bomb that essentially ended the war, 

and that it was hit on the way home. Almost 900 men lost their lives in an 
effort to serve their country, and they were reduced to an inaccurate snippet on 

the front page of the New York Times.
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