Student Transition and Academic Readiness Conference

August 15 - 19, 2021

Office of Student Success
Middle Tennessee State University

2021 S.T.A.R. Conference Keynote Speaker

Jay Barnett is a former professional athlete turned author/speaker and family therapist associate.
He has a transparent and relatable methodology that allows for an instant connection to our youth.
Teaching of self-worth through the word as it related to empowerment, encouragement and most
importantly mental stability. Mr. Barnett is no stranger to adversities. However, with strength and faith
nothing seemed impossible for him. Expressing his past frustrations and how he overcame his
experiences as a youth has led him to become powerful beyond measure along with his clinical methods.
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S.T.A.R. Conference Student Success Presenters
Dr. Vincent Windrow, Office of Student Success
Dr. Erica Cirillo-McCarthy, Writing Center
Dr. Corneila Wills, Tutoring & Supplemental Instruction
Kathy Irons, Career Development Center
Danielle Rochelle, MT One Stop
Alicia Abney, College of Education
Dr. Adonijah Bakari, Africana Studies
Dr. Greg Pitts, School of Journalism & Strategic Media
Dr. Tony Johnston, Ferminatation Science
Dr. Lisa Shepherd, Nutrition & Food Science
Jennifer Danylo, College of Basic & Applied Sciences
Dr. John Merchant, Recording Industry
Dr. Jenna Gray-Hildenbrand, Religious Studies
Dr. Elizabeth Whalen, Tourism & Hospitality

Lauren Rudd, Textiles, Merchandising, & Design
Dr. Rebecca Oldham, Child Development & Family Studies
Myron Braden, Student
Samantha Danko, Student
Josh Gray, Student
Kei Laribo, Student
Vereon Malone, Student
Ashley Nelson, Student
Zach Nolan, Student
Jada Powell, Student
Serlita Rangel, Student
Will Rosser, Student

S.T.A.R. Conference Department Sessions Presenters
Air Force ROTC
Christian White

Jones College of Business
Jaquelyn Walker

Tutoring & Supplemental Instruction
Corneila Wills
Lewis Gray
Zernab Saeed

MT Engage
Lexy Denton

Counseling Services
Melanie Magliacano
Kimara Clarke

TLSAMP
Mimi Thomas
MT One Stop Financial Literacy
Danielle Rochelle

Campus Recreation
Blake Osborn

National Student Exchange
Jennifer Danylo

Mental Health First Aid
Linda Williams

MT Dining
Rachel Hunter Bruce

Education Abroad
Melissa Miller

Student Support Services
Melissa Towe

Fraternity and Sorority Life
Jordan Borchert

University Studies
Debra Haber

Intercultural & Diversity Affairs
Daniel Green

Career Development Center
Kathy Irons

June Anderson Center
Maigan Wipfli

Health Services
Lisa Schrader
College of Education
Alicia Abney
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Sunday, August 15, 2021
STAR Conference Opening Ceremony ________________________ 3:30 pm – 4:45 pm__
Keathley University Center Theatre
Live Stream at https://youtube.com/user/MTSUMedia
Welcome
Dr. Rick Sluder, Vice Provost for Student Success
& University College Dean

Introduction of Speaker
Vereon Malone, EAP Lead Mentor
Keynote Address - Making the Transition
Jay Barnett

Overview of Program
Brelinda Johnson, EAP Manager
Remarks
Travis Strattion, EAP Assistant Manager
Closing
Dr. Vincent Windrow, Associate Vice
Provost for Student Success

___________________________________________________________________________

Monday, August 16, 2021
Special Session Black Male Lecture Series Kick-off - _8:45 am – 9:45 am______BAS 102
Jay Barnett will host Black males in a discussion about personal and social development.
Utlizing his K.I.N.G. (Knowledge is Necessary Game) Program he will instill meaningful
lessons for life and help Black males develop a winning mindset.
Student Success “Talk” - Dr. Vincent Windrow - 10:00 am – 11:00 am ________BAS 102
Dr. Windrow serves as the Associate Vice Provost for Student Success. His portfolio includes
the university’s learner support programs, early arrival programs, and early return program. He
is currently coordinating the Quest 2025 the university’s strategic student success plan.
______________________________________________________________________

Session 1: 2:30 PM – 3:05 PM

Session 2: 3:15 PM – 3:50 PM

___________________________________________________________________________

1. Time Management – What to do when you fail

BAS S264

Time Management is the process of planning and exercising conscious control of time spent on specific
activities. It can increase effectiveness, proficiency, and productivity.

2. MT Dining

BAS S208

MT Dining helps students find a Meal Plan that is right for them by providing a variety of food options on
campus.

3. Mental Health First Aid

BAS S260

Mental Health First Aid is a national evidence-based training program that teaches members of the
general public how to help a person who is developing a mental health challenge, experiencing a
worsening of an existing mental health challenge or in a mental health crisis.
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4. University Studies

BAS S126

A division of the University College that is committed to serving first-year and transfer students to
MTSU. The objective is designed to work with the students to determine their academic placement,
assist them with their transition to the university, and provide academic support and instruction where
necessary.

5. MT One Stop Financial Literacy

BAS S262

Presentations as well as on-campus events that focus on one’s financial well-being. In addition, One
Stop offers a wide range of resources and financial basics to help individuals learn at their own pace.

6. National Student Exchange

BAS S277

Students have the opportunity to pursue their collegiate studies through a student exchange program
located at a variety of colleges and universities among the regions of the United States, Canada,
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

7. Career Development Center

BAS S274

Our mission is to empower all students with the tools and strategies to discover and engage in
meaningful work and a purposeful life. We inspire and educate students to become lifelong managers
of their careers. We seek to enhance the university culture by building a diverse, inclusive, and
equitable community of support, connecting all students to resources, people, and experiences for a
successful transition from college.

8. Campus Recreation

BAS S276

The Health, Wellness, and Recreation center that allows students to have inclusive access to a variety
of amenities such as Basketball and Volleyball Courts, a Weight Room, Cardio Room, Indoor and
Outdoor Pool, and Health Services. Additionally, students are able to join intramural/club sports or
participate in outdoor pursuits for just a low cost.

9. June Anderson Bystander Education

BAS S328

A division of MTSU’s Power of One designed to help students gain knowledge on what to do if they are
a bystander during a time of a crisis. 4 D’s: Direct, Distract, Delegate, & Delay.

10. Student Support Services

BAS S128

Trio SSS is a government funded program designed to work with First-generation, income eligible
students. Services include: tutoring, financial advising, academic and career counseling,
grants/scholarships, success workshops, etc.

11. Jones College of Business

BAS S113

Middle Tennessee State University’s Jones College of Business is an engine of innovation,
entrepreneurship, and economic development, with tremendous intellectual and physical resources.
Additionally, faculty and staff received their accreditation from AACSB International.

12. Fraternity & Sorority Life

BAS S102

MTSU provides the opportunity for students to be a part of a Fraternity or Sorority by setting core
values such as leading, volunteering, excelling academically, setting the standard, and socializing.

___________________________________________________________________________
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Tuesday, August 17, 2021
Student Success Campus Resources Panel 10:00 am – 11:00 am

KUC Theatre

10-minute presentations from each area

Writing Center – Dr. Erica Cirillo-McCarthy
Career Development Center – Kathy Irons
MT One Stop – Danielle Rochelle
Tutoring & Supplemental Instruction – Dr. Corneila Wills
_________________________________________________________________________

Session 1: 2:30 PM – 3:05 PM

Session 2: 3:15 PM – 3:50 PM

___________________________________________________________________________
1. June Anderson Bystander Education

BAS S264

A division of MTSU’s Power of One designed to help students gain knowledge on what to do if they are
a bystander during a time of a crisis. 4 D’s: Direct, Distract, Delegate, & Delay.
2. MT Dining
BAS S208
MT Dining helps students find a Meal Plan that is right for them by providing a variety of food options on
campus.
3. Health Services
BAS S260
The mission of MTSU Student Health Services is to ensure delivery of affordable, accessible and high
quality health care integrated with the promotion of lifelong wellness for MTSU students.
4. Tutoring & Supplemental Instruction
BAS S126
Tutoring is available in over 200 course offerings such as biology, chemistry, physics, computer
science, history, philosophy, mathematics, recording industry, accounting, economics, study skills, and
many more. It helps students to better understand difficult course material, get better test grades and
improve grade point average. Supplemental instruction is a peer-assisted group study and discussion
method that utilizes informal, voluntary SI sessions to help students better understand challenging
content, refine study skills, and better integrate course material into their work and lives. It targets
historically challenging courses. SI Leaders are embedded in the class and hold weekly sessions to
assist students.
5. MT One Stop Financial Literacy
BAS S262
Presentations as well as on-campus events that focus on one’s financial well-being. In addition, One
Stop offers a wide range of resources and financial basics to help individuals learn at their own pace.
6. Career Development Center
BAS S277
Our mission is to empower all students with the tools and strategies to discover and engage in
meaningful work and a purposeful life. We inspire and educate students to become lifelong managers
of their careers. We seek to enhance the university culture by building a diverse, inclusive, and
equitable community of support, connecting all students to resources, people, and experiences for a
successful transition from college.
7. Counseling Services (1)
BAS S274
Free, short-term services that are provided for currently enrolled students in which they will meet with a
licensed mental health professional. At the end of the session, following the presenting issue and
background information, the counselor will have treatment recommendations for the student.
Additionally, referral services are provided for students who need more long-term or specialized
treatment.
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8. Counseling Services (2)
BAS S276
Free, short-term services that are provided for currently enrolled students in which they will meet with a
licensed mental health professional. At the end of the session, following the presenting issue and
background information, the counselor will have treatment recommendations for the student.
Additionally, referral services are provided for students who need more long-term or specialized
treatment.
9. AFROTC
BAS S328
Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps located at Tennessee State University. Students can earn a
minor in military science through a cooperative program between TSU and MTSU while providing precommissioning training to college students.
10. Student Support Services
BAS S128
Trio SSS is a government funded program designed to work with First-generation, income eligible
students. Services include: tutoring, financial advising, academic and career counseling,
grants/scholarships, success workshops, etc.
11. Campus Recreation
BAS S113
The Health, Wellness, and Recreation center that allows students to have inclusive access to a variety
of amenities such as Basketball and Volleyball Courts, a Weight Room, Cardio Room, Indoor and
Outdoor Pool, and Health Services. Additionally, students are able to join intramural/club sports or
participate in outdoor pursuits for just a low cost.
12. Fraternity & Sorority Life
BAS S102
MTSU provides the opportunity for students to be a part of a Fraternity or Sorority by setting core
values such as leading, volunteering, excelling academically, setting the standard, and socializing.

___________________________________________________________________________
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Wednesday, August 18, 2021
Student Success Panel – Discovery Majors____________9:30 am - 10:45 am
Discovery Majors Panel 1
Dr. Adonijah Bakari, Africana Studies
Dr. Jenna Gray-Hildenbrand, Religious Studies
Dr. Greg Pitts, School of Journalism & Strategic Media
Lauren Rudd, Textiles, Merchandising, & Design
Dr. John Merchant, Recording Industry

BAS 102

Discovery Majors Panel 2
Dr. Lisa Shepherd, Nutrition & Food Science
Alicia Abney, College of Education
Dr. Elizabeth Whalen, Tourism & Hospitality
Jennifer Danylo, College of Basic & Applied Sciences
Dr. Tony Johnston, Ferminatation Science
Dr. Rebecca Oldham, Child Development & Family Studies

___________________________________________________________________

Session 1: 2:30 PM – 3:05 PM

Session 2: 3:15 PM – 3:50 PM

___________________________________________________________________________
1. College of Education – Becoming a Teacher
BAS S264
The College of Education's mission is to provide comprehensive student-centered learning
environments through excellence in teaching, basic and applied research, creative endeavors, quality
advisement, and diverse partnerships.
2. Education Abroad
BAS S208
Education Abroad is the term applied to the participation of a university student in a structured, creditgranting program of academic study in a foreign country with either a foreign or domestic accredited
university. Programs can range in duration during summer term, a semester, or an academic year.
3. Undergraduate Fellowship Office
BAS S260
The Middle Tennessee State University Undergraduate Fellowships Office (UFO) strives to refer and
aid MTSU students for National and International awards, scholarships, grants, and more. We promote
academic and scientific scholarships that allow students to further study in their future, respected
careers, as well as promote both domestic and international participation in a wide array of scholarships
and fellowships. We offer a variety of fellowships to help students receive funding for study abroad,
research experiences, graduate school, and more.
4. Intercultural & Diversity Affairs
Promotes cultural awareness, an understanding of belonging for students, and
providing a comfortable and supportive environment. Additionally, the office creates
opportunities for academic, social, psychological, and personal growth.

BAS S126

5. Jones College of Business
BAS S262
Middle Tennessee State University’s Jones College of Business is an engine of innovation,
entrepreneurship, and economic development, with tremendous intellectual and physical resources.
Additionally, faculty and staff received their accreditation from AACSB International.
6. TLSAMP
BAS S277
The goal of TLSAMP is help foster an increase in the number of underrepresented science, math,
engineering, and technology (STEM) students at MTSU.
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7. Counseling Services (1)
BAS S274
Free, short-term services that are provided for currently enrolled students in which they will meet with a
licensed mental health professional. At the end of the session, following the presenting issue and
background information, the counselor will have treatment recommendations for the student.
Additionally, referral services are provided for students who need more long-term or specialized
treatment.
8. Counseling Services (2)
BAS S276
Free, short-term services that are provided for currently enrolled students in which they will meet with a
licensed mental health professional. At the end of the session, following the presenting issue and
background information, the counselor will have treatment recommendations for the student.
Additionally, referral services are provided for students who need more long-term or specialized
treatment.
9. AFROTC
BAS S328
Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps located at Tennessee State University. Students can earn a
minor in military science through a cooperative program between TSU and MTSU while providing precommissioning training to college students.
10. MT Engage
BAS S128
An opportunity for students to enhance their academic abilities and experience by incorporating
strategies that include learning communities, collaborative learning, service-learning, co-curricular, etc.
In addition, students will develop an ePortfolio that will showcase their knowledge
11. University Studies
BAS S113
A division of the University College that is committed to serving first-year and transfer students to
MTSU. The objective is designed to work with the students to determine their academic placement,
assist them with their transition to the university, and provide academic support and instruction where
necessary.
12. Mental Health First Aid
BAS S102
Mental Health First Aid is a national evidence-based training program that teaches members of the
general public how to help a person who is developing a mental health challenge, experiencing a
worsening of an existing mental health challenge or in a mental health crisis.

___________________________________________________________________________
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Thursday, August 19, 2021
Peer Mentor Student Panel, 10:00 am - 10:45 am__________________________BAS 102
Myon Braden, Junior
Ashley Nelson, Senior
Samantha Danko, Senior
Zach Nolan, Senior
Josh Gray, Senior
Jada Powell, Junior
Kei Laribo, Junior
Selita Rangel, Junior
Vereon Malone, Senior
Will Rosser, Senior
_______________________________________________________________________

Session 1: 2:30 PM – 3:05 PM
___________________________________________________________________________
1. Peer Mentor Presentation – Scholar’s Academy Student Organization

BAS S264

2. Education Abroad
BAS S208
Education Abroad is the term applied to the participation of a university student in a structured, creditgranting program of academic study in a foreign country with either a foreign or domestic accredited
university. Programs can range in duration during summer term, a semester, or an academic year.
3. Undergraduate Fellowship Office
BAS S126
The Middle Tennessee State University Undergraduate Fellowships Office (UFO) strives to refer and
aid MTSU students for National and International awards, scholarships, grants, and more. We promote
academic and scientific scholarships that allow students to further study in their future, respected
careers, as well as promote both domestic and international participation in a wide array of scholarships
and fellowships. We offer a variety of fellowships to help students receive funding for study abroad,
research experiences, graduate school, and more.
4. Health Services
BAS S262
The mission of MTSU Student Health Services is to ensure delivery of affordable, accessible and high
quality health care integrated with the promotion of lifelong wellness for MTSU students.
5. TLSAMP
BAS S277
The goal of TLSAMP is help foster an increase in the number of underrepresented science, math,
engineering, and technology (STEM) students at MTSU.
6. Peer Mentor Presentation – Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals BAS S274
7. Peer Mentor Presentation – Collegiate 100

BAS S276

8. Peer Mentor Presentation – NPHC Fraternity Life

BAS S328

9. Peer Mentor Presentation – Student Support Services (TRIO)

BAS S128

10. Peer Mentor Presentation – Alpha Kappa Psi Business Fraterity

BAS S113

11. Peer Mentor Presentation – My Story: From Scholars to Grad School

BAS S264

12. Peer Mentor Presentation – NPHC Sorority Life

BAS S208
___________________________________________________________________________

S.T.A.R. Closing Ceremony 3:15 pm – 4:00 pm BAS 102
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The Office of Student Success and Scholars Academy would like to thank all participants and presenters
of the Student Transition and Academic Readiness Conference at Middle Tennessee State University.
We truly appreciate your attendance and participation. Thank you!
Brelinda Johnson, Scholars Academy Manager
Travis Strattion, Scholars Academy Assistant Manager

2021
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