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Introduction

This internship was not the result of careful piag.

My original intent was to finish this program wighthesis, which seemed the
logical choice given my research and writing skillthen my professors started pointing
out that | wouldn’tearn anything from doing that, so | started lookingwiiat sort of
international security-focused internships weretbate. As can be imagined, there
wasn’t much in Tennessee, so | ended up applyimgniomber of think-tanks and NGOs
in Washington D.C. over the spring and summer -Bifo®kings Institution, the Council
on Foreign Relations, the Center for Strategiclateinational Studies, and so forth.
They weren'’t interested.

Then | was reminded that this was an election,yaat perhaps a candidate could
use a foreign affairs advisor. | floated the itle®r. Tesi, he voiced his approval, and in
one of those coincidences Mrs. Lenda SherrellPgmocratic candidate for the local
House of Representatives district, happened tavmegga speech at Walker Library at
the start of the semester. We both decided taodtend | made my proposal. In truth,
Dr. Tesi did most of the talking, but the candidael her staff seemed interested, and
told me to get in touch with the campaign manager.

This led to a protracted and frustrating periodryihg to get some very busy
people to schedule a meeting at the campaign haaegsiand get the paperwork done
so | could properly begin the internship. In theamtime | was asked to write a brief
piece about the United States’ main foreign corgatrthe moment and whether Free
Trade Agreements were good for the country or fitis was followed by a directive to

begin researching presidential Trade Promotion éuityhand a question about Congress’
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votes regarding action against ISIS. It wasn’ilunid-September that | learned 1) yes,
the campaign wanted me as an intern, 2) | woulddeg off-site foreign policy research,
which meant that 3) | should have been recordieghtburs I'd already spent working on
the previous topics.

The result is that | started working on SeptemtBeibdit only started recording
my hours on the 8 | had to estimate as best | could just how Ibsgent working in

the interval when it came to filling my timesheet.

Practicum Overview

When | approached this practicum, | was expectipgstion at the campaign
headquarters alongside other volunteers, whered’'cesearch and help formulate
positions when | wasn’'t answering phones and progidienial labor — the stereotypical
coffee-fetching intern experience, in other worttsstead | spent over two months doing
what | did for my “trial” assignment: researchingjting, and submitting the results
from home. As such, | barely interacted with taadidate and had limited face-to-face
meetings with my superior.

My supervisor was Ms. Dia Cirillo, a woman who hadrked as a policy
consultant for the soon-to-be ex-governor of llimdwmanitarian groups, and private
enterprises alike, before winding up in Middle Tessee and joining Mrs. Sherrell’s
campaign almost as serendipitously as | did. S$tesvkenough about international affairs
to make me feel redundant at times, and unlike ageactually left the country to work

in Latin America, but Ms. Dia had no formal backgnd in the field.
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So my official position was under her, focusingtbe international situation
while she kept track of domestic issues. The sitle recommended for me was “foreign
policy analyst,” though “foreign policy advisor” & equally accurate appellation since |
both researched the United States’ current polimegarious topics and made
recommendations on what America should be doing.

Ms. Dia mostly worked with me via e-mail to progithstructions, feedback, and
new assignments, but we tried to meet each weednfdwour or two at the MTSU library,
as well as before our presentations to the carelidehese face-to-face meetings were
where | got my most useful feedback and constraatiiticism, and | definitely needed a
lot of both during the first couple of weeks ofglmternship.

One of the biggest challenges of this practicum aming the “language” to
use. The audience | was accustomed to writingdosisted of academics with a
background in political science and knowledge dhlibeory and practice. | was used to
writing long papers with many sources, many citajcand a variety of viewpoints
offered to support my central thesis.

But in this practicum, | was writing summations galicy recommendations for
people who didn’t necessarily know anything abadliberal institutionalism or a
security dilemma. | was asked to include thingshsas poll numbers or even regional
maps that | would not consider necessary for mosti@mic papers, and since Mrs.
Sherrell had a background in finance, she oftent@cto know how much policies
would cost, as well as where the money would caw f | had to screen my text for
technical terms and use as plain language as p@saitdl was asked to focus on quality

over quantity, so that a seven-page briefing mightleemed overly long.
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This did not mean that it was quick and simplevitide those briefs and
recommendations, and most of my hours were spengjdesearch on these issues. |
hesitate to estimate how long it took to completgvan project, because in some cases |
was told to keep reworking and revising them thiraug the practicum — that original
guestion about general foreign policy from the hagig of September ended up being
the topic of a discussion in mid-October.

| tried to get in three or four hours’ work eactydaut in some cases, usually
after | got a new topic that Ms. Dia wanted a reseofor ASAP, | ended up putting in
six hours or so. The worst day was SeptembBendere | worked from mid-morning
through midnight to finish that initial responsgpa Between mid-September and the
end of the practicum | only took one day off, salelhwas working “part-time,” | was

constantly working.

M ethodology

For each assignment, | started by searching theitestof think-tanks like the
Council on Foreign Relations, online magazines sichoreign Policy and Politico, as
well as more mainstream media or specialized websitich as GovTrack if | was
researching legislation. From these sources | dvgather potentially dozens of pages of
notes and hyperlinks, which | then converted intixato twelve-page paper, or “full”
briefing on the topic. Finally, | took the mostisat points and made a page-long
“executive summary” that condensed an issue taagpaph and made a policy

recommendation in another few sentences.



Johnson 6

Once | researched an issue and made a policy reeadation for it, Ms. Dia
would help me polish it, and iron out any differes®f opinion between the two of us
before we presented it to the candidate. Thisdiffisult to manage given how much
Mrs. Sherrell was moving about while campaignirmwe were only able to meet with
her twice to discuss the most relevant topics: Ataés general foreign policy
challenges, “fast track” trade promotion authorRyesident Obama’s war authorization
against ISIS (or lack thereof), and whether Mrserg&l should support proposed Free
Trade Agreements like the Trans-Pacific Protocol.

As nervous as | was going into these meetings, wWeg some of the most
rewarding experiences of the internship. | sumnearimy research and justified my
policy recommendations, Mrs. Sherrell asked questis. Dia made comments, and |
got to feel like an expert on these topics evenghd was dealing with a career policy
analyst and a prospective Congresswoman.

By the end of the campaign, | had done researchrattt suggestions about
America’s general foreign policy challenges, thadd#gs and downsides of Free Trade
Agreements, Congress’ actions regarding ISIS aaétming of Syrian rebels, Obama’s
legal authorization to go after ISIS, presidentiedde Promotion Authority, the status of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and even the Bhmitbreak. | also did some independent
research into the Scottish independence refererahahwhat the fallout from that could
be, the current immigration debate and the surgasatcompanied minors crossing the
Mexican border, and what should be done regardumgsid’s actions in Ukraine.

Additionally, Ms. Dia asked me to do a variety ther projects for her. Some

elaborated on previous topics, such as a fairlaegtive Middle Eastern timeline that
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emphasized the incidence of foreign interventiord a look at the so-called Clinton
Parameters for the Israeli-Palestinian peace psoc®shers confused me. She asked me
to read and respond to two booKkbe Brothers, a biography and history of the Dulles
brothers, an®ne Palestine, Complete, a look at mandate-era Palestine.

| initially thought that this was busywork, or pagds a subtle attempt to convert
me to her way of thinking on these topics, butlsher clarified that | should be drawing
policy considerations from them, as well as leagrhiow to write journal-quality book
reviews. She also asked me to look at some ealgdrom theNew York Times and
write a similar piece describing Senator Corkeni®eign policy options since he’s set to
become chair of the Senate Foreign Relations CamitSo | ended up learning how to
be more than just a foreign policy advisor for &tpal candidate.

The internship ended on a down note, since of eotlnes Democrats took a
historic thrashing on Novembef 4wvhich made for a fairly depressing Election Night
party. But | consider the practicum a rewardingezience all the same. In the end |
probably did as much research and writing as | ddwalve had | chosen to do a thesis,
but | picked up some new skills, made some imporatworking connections, and

finally have something interesting to put on myurés.

Academic and Theoretical Connections

| would have to say that the skills | developeatiygh my years as a student were
more useful than the knowledge gained from my stdiut only because | was often
given unfamiliar topics such as trade or legal eratt Fortunately, the process of

researching and writing reports about these newegswas more or less the same as
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writing a paper for a class, save for the formgttlifferences, the language used, and
that executive summary step.

That said, what | learned from my classes wascgythelpful in that it gave me
a wealth of background knowledge to build upon.il&/hwas forced to spend hours
researching the economic effects and legal dimesssb Free Trade Agreements to
address that part of my “trial” assignment, | coafcwer the part about America’s
international challenges off the top of my headnifarly, when | was asked to look into
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, all | needed towdas check on its current status rather
than learn what the conflict was about, and mysda®n Russian politics and Middle
Eastern history were particularly helpful sincedsaasked to recommend what to do
about ISIS and the situation in Ukraine.

What | learned from my courses also helped me makse of some situations |
found myself in, and | can give one very good exiangp this:

As | said, Mrs. Sherrell wanted to know where Igraeli-Palestinian Conflict was
at, so | did a bit of research and found that pealte had stalled due to Israeli outrage at
Fatah and Hamas forming a unity party and Palestioutrage at the continued
construction of Israeli settlements in the WestlBahhe experts commenting on the
matter concluded that with neither side showing iatgrest in resuming the peace
process, the United States should deal with 13, land the Middle East’'s myriad other
problems rather than obsessing over an endurimpuigis

| wrote a report making a recommendation to thigtoef submitted it, and was
told by my supervisor to go back and reread andpiece to look for ways to encourage

peace talks. | did so, and revised my paper koalbut possible diplomatic options that
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could encourage the Israelis to come back to thle taven though my strategies seemed
unrealistic and | didn’t agree with the new positlovas “recommending.”

Or in other words, the Israeli-Palestinian comnflias insufficiently “ripe” for a
negotiated settlement. Both sides were expecatiagrtuch from the other, and both
thought they were winning the conflict, and therefoeither saw a point to a negotiated
solution, a situation straight out of the Peace @adflict Resolution literature (Zartman
2003). The experts all saw this and recommendatdAimerica not waste its time
struggling with this situation. However, tellingters that America can’t solve a
problem, and that things have to get worse befueg tan get better, probably wouldn’t
go over well on the campaign trail. So the cowfsaction that | ended up endorsing
wasn’t satisfactory, but sufficient for the needishe political campaign, a process
Foreign Policy literature calls “satisficing” (Whkthpf, Jones and Kegley 2008).

This decision, to do exactly what the experts wesiening against, may seem
irrational, but it made sense for a Congressioaaiaign trying to win office by
emphasizing soft power foreign policy options okard power, which ties into the
cognitive approach to examining foreign policy ant, the “two-level game” of
international and domestic politics, and certawtlyer models of decision-making
(Rosati 2000, Putnam 1988). Or maybe Mrs. Shen@lild have agreed with the experts
had she heard their recommendations, so the canipaignce towards Israel really
came from its policy-making organization — i.e. amel Ms. Dia — which fits into
organizational or bureaucratic models of decisiakimg (Allison 1969).

Again, this theoretical background and knowledgetdrnational affairs

literature was more useful to me than the candidatself. While | could have spent
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time explaining why Russia’s history may lead itéact so strongly to perceived
Western encroachment within its sphere of influédmater states, it was more important
that | tell Mrs. Sherrell what | thought the Unit8thtes should do rather than describe
every step in the process that led to that recondateon. The knowledge gained from

my years as a graduate student informed my deesisrt was not necessarily shared.

Challenges

| mentioned the learning curve of figuring out htmawrite for my new, non-
academic audience, but with a little trial-and-gremd after seeing some examples of
Ms. Dia’s work, | was able to catch on and figuut the proper way to present my
findings. Beyond that period of adjustment, | iexsed with three enduring challenges

over the course of this practicum.

Working from Home

In some ways, this practicum was almost embamnghseasy. Since | was doing
remote research | had no commute, no obnoxioug eertning hours to deal with, no
dress code to worry about. | didn’'t have to galfer into debt or pick up a part-time job
just to afford housing in the nation’s capital. Mffice” was nothing more than my
desktop. The downside of this approach is thgbufre living in your office, it's much
harder to escape it when you need to take a bréhais helped me get my hours in, but as
time went on and the weeks piled up, it startede¢ar on me and | found myself making

excuses to go outside.
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Another consequence is that since | never gotdésk at the campaign
headquarters, | never really felt like part of M8herrell’'s campaign. When | arrived at
the building early one morning for a meeting witle tandidate, the first woman who
arrived had no idea who | was, and told me thatwsmen't allowed to let me in. | didn’t
have anyone to talk to at the election night paatyeast until my supervisor came in an
hour later. | was so focused on my research,at) that | never had a good idea of how
the campaign was actually doing, or what issueseret to the local voters. The only
names | knew in the organization were Mrs. Sheheiself, Mrs. Thompson her
campaign manager, and Ms. Dia. As a result, sdmeyqgournal entries, particularly the

ones in which | was waiting for a reply or assigmtméurned out pretty morose.

Working Alone

It is telling that | only met with my “supervisoifi person just a handful of times
this entire practicum. E-mail and phones allowsdaucommunicate, of course, but only
when the other person was able to respond. There extended periods in which | was
waiting on someone to reply to my submitted wor#l give me a new assignment.

This meant that | not only had to operate withe@atback for days at a time, but
there was nobody breathing down my neck to make lswas working. The result was a
test of my self-discipline and honesty. No one lddunow if | spent all day playing
computer games but put down six hours on my timegslaed nobody would be around
to tell me to get to work if | was feeling lazy.n@he bright side, this experience allows

me to put “self-motivated” and “doesn’t require stant supervision” on my résume.
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Working 240 Hours

This infrequent contact with the people giving mssignments meant that one of
the greatest challenges of this practicum was gitiiphg the timesheet and getting in
the required number of hours. Even with my indejeen research work, when Election
Day rolled around on Novembef 4still hadn't gotten my full hours in, so | haal t
spend another week doing projects for Ms. Dia urtrially had my 240 hours on
November 8.

The advantage of coming in to work at an office@mewhere is that it's very
easy to use up time. You come in at one hourgl@another, and in between you are
assumed to have been “at work” even if you weravbiag the internet, chatting with
coworkers, or getting up to grab some coffee abuarpoints during the day. With my
hours, | only started recording them when | staresgarching or writing, and ended
when | stopped.

This interacted with the previous challenges ds wEirst, there was the question
of honestywas | really working every minute of the hours | logife Of course not, | had
to stop and think, take brief breaks to stretchl@gg, and | got lost in plenty of tabs
while browsing news sites and online journals. Brdnsidered myself “on the clock”
during those times, focusing on matters of forgaghcy even if | had to get up to grab a
drink. And when | was working, | was workimmgly on foreign policy. | never had to
fetch my boss a coffee, file some paperwork, oedake a meeting like | would have in
some of the think-tank internships | applied fobprobably did more actual foreign

affairs work per hour with this practicum than lwid have in Washington — some of the
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internships | considered would have made me atppaet-event coordinator as well as a
research assistant.

Second was the matter of finding things to dac8il could go days without
hearing from my supervisor, | had to find wayst@ysdusy and keep accumulating hours
between assignments. The solution drew from thealf-motivation” skill, and | came up
with independent research topics to work on anamstubTwo were handed in to the
campaign and never went any further, and anothegrpaas submitted to my supervisor
after the election. They were busywork, but | just as much care and effort into them

as | did my conventional assignments, so if notlalsg | can add them to my portfolio.

Big Concepts

Since | was working from home, | didn’t have mamgresting developments or
stories to record in my practicum journal. Buttpig my thoughts down at the end of the
day helped me uncover what | felt were some impoapects of my work, notions that

surprised and in some cases troubled me.

The Power Behind the Throne?

One of the downsides of our system of governneetitat the qualities that make
for a good political candidate are not necesséngyqualities of a good policymaker.
Running for office requires people skills, an ahito convince strangers to give you
money, and the vigor to travel around a districtlevhromoting oneself. The scholarly,
analytical skills and knowledge developed by aenmitional Affairs degree are totally

different.
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As such, while Mrs. Sherrell was better-informledrt the average voter due to
taking the time to research the issues she woutkpected to make decisions about, she
admitted that her background was finance, notmatgonal affairs, and she was focusing
mainly on the domestic issues that would mattéhéopeople of Middle Tennessee. So
she trusted her foreign affairs advisor to givedw@dance regarding what positions she
should support on international issues.

When | took this internship, | thought | would the explainer, and the candidate
would be the decider. | imagined myself reseaglaim issue and presenting the various
viewpoints on it, the different steps that coulddleen to deal with it, and the costs and
benefits of each, after which the candidate wouddkenan informed decision. | would be
a neutral party, in other words, while she wouldritibe burden and responsibility of the
actual decision-making.

Instead, Ms. Dia made it clear to me that | waiing policy recommendations. |
was the one working on a master’s in internati@ffirs, so as the best-informed
member of the team, ultimately | would be the oradting policy. | would have to
explain and justify these positions in front of tendidate, and to her credit Mrs.
Sherrell had plenty of questions to ask duringragetings, but she never ended up
rejecting my recommendations outright and doingetthimg different.

In short, | was telling a would-be Congresswomarmth do. It's a situation that
seems ripe for abuse before reality sets in. As §&my story about “satisficing,” just
because an advisor recommends a course of actesmdonean that the politician will
be able to take it, and had my personal politieaty differed from Mrs. Sherrell’s, I'm

sure she would have been less accepting of myypsliggestions.
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Confidential Policy

Something that surprised me was that | had to sigon-disclosure agreement
with the campaign before my supervisor would sltm@rework with me, an agreement |
have hopefully not violated in the course of wigtithis report. This is also why | won't
be submitting copies of the final versions of afhyny policy recommendations or
briefings to the university, and have been insed¢db make minor alterations to
campaign work | may use in a portfolio.

| can understand this restriction to some exidumting an election season, you
don’t want your opponent stealing your brillianéas. But | have trouble accepting the
notion of “secret” foreign policy, that what a castate really thinks should be done — or
has merely been advised to do — needs to be kag¢miand separate from what he or she
talks about doing on the campaign trail. Doedmét do voters a disservice? And more
to the point, wouldn’t they find out eventually whgou made a foreign policy decision
that was different from what you campaigned on?

So this policy didn't make sense to me, and | ciiejé to it because | support

transparent government. But | also needed thensitgp, so | signed the agreement

anyway.

Your Own Voice
If you are an opinionated person and like to sp@ak mind, you may want to
stay out of politics, ironically enough. As the&ion season went on, my disgust with

the opposing candidate grew until | had to writetter to the editor to vent my spleen. |
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wrote it, double-checked it, and then submitted i¥s. Dia like it was another
assignment.

| had talked to Mrs. Sherrell and Ms. Dia aboug thuring one of our meetings,
whether | would be allowed to make my own politigadharged public statements while
working for the campaign. They assured me thaetlhvas no gag order on speech, but
also that | needed to be careful to specify thahs not speaking on the campaign’s
behalf. Additionally, they wanted to look over miybmission to make sure | wasn’t
misrepresenting the candidate or crossing any.lines

So my initial letter got trimmed down by half aftds. Dia made some
recommendations, and then Mrs. Sherrell had mekwiit a few words. In the end it
was submitted to thBaily News Journal and eventually printed, but by then | wasn’t

enthused about it, since it didn’t really feel likgy words anymore.

Big Questions

Some of the most surprising things to come ouhisfpracticum emerged during
my face-to-face meetings with Ms. Dia. She woudk me what | thought about topics,
or how my background as an international affaieslgate student informed these
positions, but in the process she asked a few ignsghat | didn’t have immediate

answers to.

What Do | Believe?
| wound up working for a Democratic political cangra so by the standards of

the American political system | must be liberaktone extent, and | never found myself
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greatly disagreeing with the candidate | was wagkor. But something both Ms. Dia
and | noticed was that | didn’t seem as ferverdtmaightforward with my beliefs as
others working for the campaign.

Perhaps | was trying to remain an “unbiased” oof@ssional” policy consultant,
but I looked back on my policy recommendations fanchd that they didn’t seem very,
for lack of a better term, dogmatic. | had no guibeory-based recommendation for any
of them, and preferred to research the topics aadwhat various experts said about them
before making my suggestion.

So when Ms. Dia bluntly asked what my politicalietd were, | could only
stammer without finding an answer. Surely, aftetr@se years studying political
science or international affairs, | could say watnfidence that | was a realist or
neoliberal institutionalist or something? But bhaothing, no label | was willing to
adopt.

This may just be a personal issue, but | would sglgnyone going into a position
like this to figure out your personal politics befband, to avoid the awkwardness of
suddenly finding yourself a political/theoreticgrmstic. Or perhaps it’s related to my

next points.

Where Does Policy Come From?

This was perhaps the most intriguing issue Ms.rBised at our meetings. Over
the course of my internship, | read and evaluatadynexperts’ positions on an issue. |
summarized them, compared them, and ultimatelygoickne to endorse in my position

paper. But how?
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As mentioned before, | didn’t have a default poétitheory or —ism to work by. |
was inconsistent: | ended up backing regional na&eonal organizations such as NATO
or ASEAN as a way to counter Russian and Chinegeeagion in one document, only to
reject regional trade agreements like the TranstiPd&rotocol in another. | also not-
entirely-jokingly suggested solving certain issugth targeted drone strikes, which may
be why Ms. Dia had me read a book about the sdndidry of the CIA.

At any rate, this question is probably relatethi concept of satisficing. Even if
you adopt a political theory like neorealism, théeat to which you are able to act on it
is dictated by the situation. It was the dubiocsm®mic benefits and some specific
provisions of the TPP that | objected to more ttienconcept of it, and even though |
was in favor of a peaceful solution to the IsraaleBtine question, circumstances
indicated that now was not a good time to work taiva

So policy, | think, comes from the process of gimdj the divide between
textbook political theory and the real world, a donation of the policymaker’s values
and pragmatism. Our theories only model the wattgr all, and even if they tell us
what to do to get the result we want, we may nebgé have the capacity to take those
actions. This may lead to the question of why weditheory in the first place, which

brings me to my next point.

What is the Difference between an International Affairs Grad Student and a History
Major?
This is a question that Ms. Dia asked me direchffy answer was that while both

the political science student and the history sttideay look to the past for inspiration,
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the former also attempts to build theoretical lsns@h which to view the world and
inform their decisions. The history major can gulesw the future will unfold based on
the past, while the international affairs studeat try to steer events toward a specified
end. After all, realism and neoliberalism and Msmxaren'’t just ways we use to explain
history, they lay out assumptions of how statesahdr actors behave, and tell us how
to alter that behavior.

Now, the difference between an international edfgrad student and a history
major as they relate to a political campaign is lgear-cut. As I've said, there were
limits to how much | could incorporate politicaktbry into my policy recommendations,
due to my non-academic audience and the realitiyeo$ituations | studied. Ultimately
my research and writing skills were more importiiain what I'd memorized from my
textbooks, and if a history major had those sinsklls, I'm not sure how different his or
her policy recommendations would have been.

Ms. Dia and | did revisit this question in ourdirmeeting, and she had some
ideas to add: while some of the things we learmfstudying history may defy a
particular political theory, a background in paéi science may lead a policymaker to
consider things that a historian wouldn’t, suclpassonal relationships, economic
factors, and so forth. So while theory itself neyof limited use in this situation,
political science can give the policymaker a lartgetbox to work with, in addition to a

broader theoretical framework.
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What | Learned From This Practicum

The main thing I learned from this practicum wasvho write more than
academic papers, but also reports that could berstwbd by laymen, and how to
summarize pages of research into a succinct psliggestion. | also dabbled in writing
professional book reviews and op-ed pieces, mokes wause my researching skills.

Beyond new skills, | also learned more about sewahge of subjects. I'm in the
International Security track of our program, and hansciously been avoiding economic
subjects when choosing classes, yet one of thelirsys | was asked about was Free
Trade Agreements. So | had to do a great deaaufing to become familiar enough with
these topics to make recommendations about theidncamnow say far more about
NAFTA or the Trans-Pacific Protocol than | couldrgginto this internship. Beyond
that, I've deepened my knowledge of the Middle East the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,
learned more about how our government works byystigdT rade Promotion Authority
and what war authorization President Obama is usgagnst ISIS, and even learned
about Ebola and the spread of epidemics.

| also learned how a political campaign works,reié wasn't closely involved
with it. Since my position differed so much fronhat | was expecting, after the
practicum ended | asked Ms. Dia how typical my egpee was. She explained that
policy advisors for an institution such as a thiakk would certainly have more face-to-
face encounters with their coworkers and less itdéfygesearch, but for a political
campaign that requires candidates to move arowmd fundraiser to fundraiser, there are
obviously fewer chances for this. But this campaugs atypical in that it evehad a

foreign policy advisor position for me to fill — MBia said that in many cases, political
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campaigns consist of a candidate, logistical suppod a communications expert. In
such campaigns, policy positions come from opirgolts, and the interest is more in
getting the candidate (re)elected than producinm@pfeasible solutions to problems.
Finally, I learned plenty of things about myselfidg this practicum, most of
which I've touched upon in the “challenges” or “lgjgestions” sections. I've learned
that | may need to take some time to figure outyusat | believe when it comes to
politics or political theory, and that | may notntdo work from home, even if it is
temptingly easy and convenient. But | also leanvhdt challenges I'm capable of
overcoming, and that | have the skills and knowtetighelp prospective leaders of our

country make the right decisions.

The Future

The downside of this internship compared to oretaink-tank somewhere is
that | am not leaving it “in” with an organizatidimat will subsequently hire me. If my
candidate had won there would at least be the ehtlvat she’d want to bring her favorite
foreign policy analyst along with her to Washingtbat she did not. If | choose to
define myself as a career campaign advisor, I\Mehi@ wait two years to work again.

But one of the points Ms. Dia made to me was ‘{balicy advisor” isn’t
necessarily a career so much as it is a skillSee herself has worked for a variety of
agencies both private and public, and stressedalue of networking and being flexible
enough to drop into an area and find a way to ligset skills. My knowledge and
background in international affairs may influenceene | apply my research and writing

talents, but the good news is that those skillssahged in more fields than political
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science. Ms. Dia said | could work for politiciag®vernment agencies or think-tanks,
or write grant proposals for private interestsppfed pieces and columns for
newspapers. | may not have a career path laitboate, but | have some interesting
options.

So | definitely consider this practicum a good exgnce for me, even if it didn’t
go the way | expected, and even if my candidate Ibsould be gloomy and talk about
how all my work was for nothing, but | remember whérs. Sherrell mentioned that she
was at a campaign stop talking about Israel, arglakée to encourage someone that
peace was still possible since both sides hadialffragreed to a two-state solution — a
fact that came directly out of my research. Sthatvery least | worked to make the

world a little less ignorant and a little bettefeirmed.

OneFinal Noteto Grad Students

| asked Ms. Dia if she had any advice for gradsaadents who might be
interested in working as a policy advisor. Her iethate recommendation was to get an
internship, in a position related to a topic yoel fiaterested in or passionate about, and
find what is expected from that position. She sagbod policy advisor is able to
demonstrate a methodology behind his or her caft,evaluate the positions related to
an issue and find what is feasible and advisabirally, students should keep in mind
that the roles they find themselves in may diffent their expectations, but are also
subject to change.

| have nothing to add to this but my agreement.
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